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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical 
Commission) are worldwide federations of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies and IEC 
national committees). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through 
ISO and IEC technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO 
collaborates closely with IEC on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1.  In particular the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted.  This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).  

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.  Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents). 

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions related to conformity 
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTO principles in the Technical 
Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following URL:  Foreword - Supplementary information

The committees responsible for this document are Technical Committee ISO/TC  38, Textiles and 
IEC/TC 101 Electrostatics as JWG 26, Antistatic, in the lead of ISO/TC 38.

ISO 18080 consists of the following parts, under the general title Textiles — Test methods for evaluating 
the electrostatic propensity of fabrics:

—	 Part 1: Test method using corona charging

—	 Part 2: Test method using rotary mechanical friction

—	 Part 3: Test method using manual friction

—	 Part 4: Test method using horizontal mechanical friction
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Introduction

In addition to safety hazards and damage or disruption of sensitive electronic devices and systems 
which are covered by other International Standards, electrostatic charging of clothing can also cause 
problems of clinging, uncomfortable shocks and the attraction of airborne dust and other contaminants.

Clothing designed to avoid airborne dust contamination is required in a number of expanding industries 
relating to precision technology, biotechnology, food, hygiene, etc. It is also generally desirable to have 
clothing that does not cling or cause uncomfortable shocks.

Test methods are required to evaluate the propensity of fabrics used to make clothing designed to avoid 
problems associated with electrostatic charging. Test methods are specified in a number of National and 
International Standards including those published by ISO and IEC. However, the relationship between 
measurable electrostatic properties and end use performance is rather complex and may require a 
combination of different test methods depending on application.

The test method described in this International Standard is one of a number of test methods that can be 
used to evaluate the electrostatic propensity of textile materials.

The test method is based on frictional charging which is one of the main charging mechanisms present 
in practical wearing conditions. Although the methods described in ISO 18080-2 and ISO 18080-3 also 
use frictional charging, the results may not be directly comparable in absolute terms because of the 
different ways in which friction is applied.
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