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Introduction

The ISO 18541 series includes the requirements to be fulfilled by repair and maintenance information 
(RMI) systems as applied by the European Commission — Enterprise and Industry Directorate-General, 
Consumer goods — Automotive industry EC mandate M/421 [9], dated Brussels, 21 January 2008.

This mandate relates to the EC type-approval system for vehicles falling into the scopes of Directives 
70/156/EEC (replaced by 2007/46/EC  [12]), 2002/24/EC [replaced by (EU)  168/2013] and 2003/37/
EC [replaced by (EU) 167/2013] and, in particular, to requirements for access to vehicle repair and 
maintenance information by independent operators.

The purpose of the EC Mandate M/421 is to develop a standard or set of standards which specify the 
requirements to provide standardized access to automotive repair and maintenance information (RMI) 
for independent operators.

The ISO  18541 series only covers access to automotive repair and maintenance information for 
light passenger and commercial vehicles [see (EC)  No  715/2007  [18], (EC)  No  692/2008  [17] and 
(EU)  No  566/2011  [14]] and heavy-duty vehicles [see (EC)  No  595/2009  [16], (EU)  No  582/2011  [15] 
and (EU) No 64/2012[13]] based on Directive 2007/46/EC [12] and for two-or three-wheel vehicles and 
quadricycles based on regulation (EU) 168/2013.

The information included in the ISO 18541 series derives from the legislative requirements on European 
level in the field of RMI and related security requirements and can be referenced by legislation in other 
countries.
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