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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 20723 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 17, Steel, Subcommittee SC 3, Steels for structural
purposes.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 20723:2004(E)

Structural steels — Surface condition of hot-rolled sections —
Delivery requirements

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies delivery requirements that apply to the surface condition of hot-rolled
sections with nominal thickness between > 3 mm and < 160 mm.

It applies to all surfaces excluding edges.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 6929, Steel products — Definitions and classification

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 6929 and the following apply.

3.1
imperfection
surface discontinuity with a depth and/or area equal to or less than a specified limiting value

3.2
defect
surface discontinuity with a depth and/or area greater than a specified limiting value

NOTE For most common surface discontinuities, see the descriptions in Annex A.

4 Measurement procedure

4.1 To differentiate the surface discontinuities in terms of imperfections and defects, the depth of
representative surface discontinuities shall, when necessary, be measured. The measurement shall be carried
out from the surface of the product. The depth of the discontinuities chosen as representative ones shall be
determined after the discontinuity has been removed by grinding, or other methods such as machining.

4.2 Areas affected by surface discontinuities shall, when necessary, be determined as follows:

a) for isolated discontinuities (Figure 1), the affected area is obtained by drawing a continuous line that
follows the circumference of the discontinuity at a distance of 20 mm;

b) for discontinuities appearing in a cluster (Figure 2), the affected area is obtained by drawing a continuous
line which follows the circumference of the cluster at a distance of 20 mm;
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