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FOREWORD

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation
of national standards institutes (1ISO Member Bodies). The work of developing
International Standards is carried out through 1SO Technical Committees. Every
Member Body interested in a subject for which a Technical Committee has been set
up has the right to be represented on that Committee. International organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work.

Draft International Standards adopted by the Technical Committees are circulated
to the Member Bodies for approval before their acceptance as International
Standards by the {SO Council.

International Standard 1SO 2185 was drawn up by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 56, Mica.

It was approved in August 1971 by the Member Bodies of the following countries :

Austria India Switzerland
Canada Netherlands Turkey
Czechoslovakia Romania United Kingdom
Egypt, Arab Rep. of South Africa, Rep. of U.S.A.

France Spain

The Member Body of the following country expressed disapproval of the document
on technical grounds :

U.S.S.R.
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Mica producers in different parts of the world are using varied, though basically
similar, systems of classification of muscovite mica according to visual properties.
The development of a co-ordinated standard is, however, beset with two major
difficuities. Firstly, the quality classification of muscovite mica, being based on
visual tests, depends on individual opinion. Secondly, products of different mines
vary in physical characteristics to such an extent that the development of a single
standard, with reasonabie limits of tolerance, becomes an extremely difficuit task.
Added to these difficulties are the facts that quality classification has to be carried
out by a large number of individua! workers, and that it is highly influenced by
such circumstantial factors as lighting conditions, mood of the inspector, etc.

Under these circumstances, any standard for quality classification of mica such as
the one described in this International Standard can give at best an approximate
idea of a particular quality and its relative position with respect to other qualities.

On account of these considerations, {SO/R 67, Muscovite mica blocks, thins and
films — Methods for grading by size, has been issued separately. Another
International Standard for grading and visual classification of muscovite mica
splittings is under preparation.
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