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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www​.iso​.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www​.iso​.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www​.iso​
.org/iso/foreword​.html.

This document was prepared by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) Technical 
Committee CEN/TC 415, Sustainable and Traceable Cocoa, in collaboration with ISO Technical Committee 
TC  34, Food products, Subcommittee SC  18, Cocoa, in accordance with the agreement on technical 
cooperation between ISO and CEN (Vienna Agreement).

A list of all parts in the ISO 34101 series can be found on the ISO website.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www​.iso​.org/members​.html.
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Introduction

The ISO 34101 series specifies requirements for the sustainable production of cocoa beans, for traceability 
of sustainably produced cocoa and for the scheme for certifying sustainable and traceable cocoa.

Sustainably produced cocoa beans are obtained by fulfilling the management system requirements 
of either ISO  34101-1 or ISO  34101-4:2019, Annex  A or B, and the performance requirements of this 
document.

The stepwise approach of the ISO  34101  series comprises three requirement levels: entry, medium 
and high. The requirements for the three levels for the performance requirements are all specified in 
this document. The requirements for the three levels for the cocoa sustainability management system 
requirements are specified in ISO 34101-1 or ISO 34101-4 as follows:

— entry: ISO 34101-4:2019, Annex A;

— medium: ISO 34101-4:2019, Annex B;

— high: ISO 34101-1.

An organization that is sustainably producing cocoa beans can apply for initial certification to any level 
and will then be on a path towards a higher level until the high level is reached. The path from entry 
level to medium level can take up to 60 months. The path from medium level to high level can take up to 
60 months.

The performance requirements specified in this document are complementary to the cocoa 
sustainability management system requirements. Only organizations that fulfil both the cocoa 
sustainability management system requirements (either ISO  34101-1 or ISO  34101-4:2019, Annex  A 
or  B) and the performance requirements (this document) may claim their cocoa beans have been 
sustainably produced.

ISO  34101-3 specifies the requirements for traceability of sustainably produced cocoa (fulfilling the 
requirements of the ISO 34101 series) from an organization that is sustainably producing cocoa beans 
and throughout the cocoa supply chain.

ISO 34101-4 specifies the requirements for the scheme for certifying traceable, sustainably produced 
cocoa conforming to the requirements of the ISO 34101 series and includes the requirements for the 
entry and medium level for the cocoa sustainability management system.
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Document Subject Intended to be applied by
ISO 34101-1 High-level requirements for cocoa  

sustainability management systems.
(Entry- and medium-level  
requirements for cocoa  
sustainability management systems 
are specified in ISO 34101-4.)

Registered cocoa farmers and organizations that are  
sustainably producing cocoa beans.

This  
document

Entry-, medium- and high-level  
requirements for performance  
(related to economic, social, and  
environmental aspects).

ISO 34101-3 Requirements for traceability. The cocoa supply chain actors.
ISO 34101-4 Requirements for certification 

schemes.
Entry- and medium-level  
requirements for cocoa  
sustainability management systems.
(The high-level requirements for 
cocoa sustainability management 
systems are specified in ISO 34101-1.)

Certification scheme owners and certification bodies 
certifying conformity to the ISO 34101 series.
Organizations wishing certification by an accredited 
third-party certification body in order to make claims of 
conformity.
Registered cocoa farmers and organizations that are 
sustainably producing cocoa beans applying the entry- 
or medium-level requirements for cocoa sustainability 
management systems.

This document specifies the performance requirements for all three levels of conformity: entry, medium 
and high.

Performance-driven objectives and capacity-enhancement objectives are specified at farm and 
organization level.

This document addresses the following aspects:

—	 Clause 4: general requirements;

—	 Clause 5: economic requirements;

—	 Clause 6: social requirements;

—	 Clause 7: environmental requirements.

Many requirements deal with more than just economic, just social or just environmental aspects. 
Where possible, overlapping requirements have been grouped together. Some topics, however, are dealt 
with in several places in these performance requirements.

In this document:

—	 “shall” indicates a requirement;

—	 “should” indicates a recommendation;

—	 “may” indicates a permission;

—	 “can” indicates a possibility or a capability.

Information marked “NOTE” is for guidance in understanding or clarifying the associated requirement.
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Sustainable and traceable cocoa —

Part 2: 
Requirements for performance (related to economic, social 
and environmental aspects)

1	 Scope

This document specifies performance requirements related to economic, social and environmental 
aspects for sustainable cocoa bean production, including post-harvest processes, if applicable.

NOTE	 Post-harvest processes include pod-breaking, fermentation, drying, sorting, packing, transport and 
storage of cocoa beans.

Only organizations that fulfil both the cocoa sustainability management system requirements of either 
ISO 34101-1 or ISO 34101-4:2019, Annex A or B, and the performance requirements of this document 
can claim their cocoa beans have been sustainably produced.

2	 Normative references

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 34101-1:2019, Sustainable and traceable cocoa beans — Part 1: Requirements for cocoa sustainability 
management systems

3	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 34101-1 and the following apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

—	 ISO Online browsing platform: available at https:​//www​.iso​.org/obp

—	 IEC Electropedia: available at http:​//www​.electropedia​.org/

3.1
agricultural worker
person engaged in agriculture, whether as a wage earner or a self employed person such as a tenant, 
sharecropper, or smallholder

Note 1 to entry: Agricultural workers are defined in ILO Convention 141[15].

3.2
basic needs
fundamental requirements that serve as the foundation for survival

Note 1 to entry: Access to the means required to meet basic needs, such as shelter, food, and clothing, is necessary 
to the development of a strong community and to individual self-sufficiency.
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Note 2 to entry: The concept of basic needs includes two elements:

a)	 certain minimum requirements for private consumption, such as adequate food, shelter and clothing, as well 
as certain household equipment and furniture;

b)	 essential services provided by and for the community at large, such as safe drinking water and sanitation, as 
well as health and educational facilities.

Note  3  to entry:  Basic needs are specified using concepts agreed upon during the ILO World Employment 
Conference 1976.

3.3
buffer zone
area peripheral to a specific protected area (3.18), where restrictions on resource use and special 
development measures are undertaken in order to enhance the conservation value of the protected area 

[SOURCE: UNEP-WCMC, Biodiversity A-Z[26]]

3.4
child
human being below the age of 18 years

Note 1 to entry: As defined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child[22] and referred to in ILO 
Convention 182[16].

Note 2 to entry: National applicable statutory or regulatory requirements may define a different age limit for a child.

3.5
child labour
work that deprives children (3.4) of their childhood, their potential and their dignity, and that is harmful 
to their physical and mental development

Note 1 to entry: Child labour specifically refers to work, hazardous or not, that is mentally, physically, socially 
or morally dangerous and harmful to children, and interferes with their schooling by depriving them of the 
opportunity to attend school, or obliging them to leave school prematurely, or requiring them to attempt to 
combine school attendance with excessively long and heavy work.

Note 2 to entry: Child labour is differentiated from child/light work (3.6).

Note 3 to entry: Child labour is described in ILO Convention 138[14].

[SOURCE: ILO, What is child labour[18]]

3.6
child/light work
work performed by children (3.4) that is appropriate for their age and level of maturity and which does 
not affect their health and personal development or interfere with their schooling

Note 1 to entry: Child/light work includes activities such as helping their parents around the home or assisting 
in non-hazardous activities on a cocoa farm outside school hours and/or during school holidays. Child/light work 
encompasses the kind of activities that contribute to children’s development and to the welfare of their families; 
they provide them with skills and experience, and help to prepare them to be productive members of society.

[SOURCE: ILO, What is child labour[18]]

3.7
ecosystem
dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and their non-living environment 
interacting as a functional unit 

[SOURCE: UN Convention on Biological Diversity[21]]
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3.8
fertilizer
material of natural or synthetic origin (other than liming materials) that is applied to soils or to plant 
tissues (usually leaves) to supply one or more plant nutrients essential to the growth of plants

Note 1 to entry: This covers:

a)	 organic fertilizer and inorganic fertilizer;

b)	 soil applied and foliar fertilizer;

c)	 single and compound fertilizer.

It does not cover the function of organic material to increase or maintain the microbial soil life necessary to 
facilitate nutrient uptake.

3.9
fertilizer ready
parts of the cocoa field where the use of fertilizer (3.8) can be reasonably expected to improve yields to 
a level that would generate a return on the investment in fertilizer

3.10
forced labour
work that is performed involuntarily and under the menace of any penalty

Note  1  to  entry:  Forced labour refers to situations in which persons are coerced to work through the use of 
violence or intimidation, or by more subtle means such as manipulated debt, retention of identity papers or 
threats of denunciation to immigration authorities.

[SOURCE: ILO, What is forced labour, modern slavery and human trafficking[19]]

3.11
gender
socially constructed characteristics of women and men

Note  1  to  entry:  Socially constructed characteristics include norms, roles and relationships of and between 
groups of women and men.

[SOURCE: WHO, Gender[28]]

3.12
habitat
natural home or environment of an animal, plant or other organism

3.13
hazardous conditions
hazardous work
work carried out in dangerous or unhealthy conditions that could result in injuries and/or illness as a 
consequence of poor safety and health conditions and working arrangements

Note 1 to entry: Some injuries or ill health can result in permanent disability.

Note 2 to entry: Often health problems caused by working in unhealthy environments may not develop or show 
up until several years after the exposure to the unhealthy conditions.

Note 3 to entry: Dangerous work is work that affects the safety and health of the worker.

Note 4 to entry: Each party to ILO Convention 182[16] on the worst forms of child labour (3.25) adopts a national 
list of hazardous activities for children (3.4).
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