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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be
represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work. ISO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard ISO 4661-1 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 45, Rubber and rubber products, Sub-Committee SC 2, Physical
and degradation tests.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition
(1ISO 4661-1:1986), of which it constitutes a minor editorial revision.

ISO 4661 consists of the following parts, under the general title Rubber,
vulcanized or thermoplastic — Preparation of samples and test pieces:

— Part 1: Physical tests

— Part 2: Chemical tests
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Introduction

This part of ISO 4661 includes a number of factors of importance in the
preparation of test pieces for physical testing, in order to ensure the best
use of the relevant ISO methods of test.

The procedure for adjusting the thickness of the test piece, if necessary,
is described. If it is not feasible to obtain suitable test pieces from the
finished product, or if required for determining the properties of a rubber
compound, test pieces may be prepared from specially moulded sheets.
For assessing the properties of a product by means of specially moulded
sheets, it is important that both product and sheet be made from the same
batch of material and have equivalent cure, as demonstrated by the de-
termination of such properties as can be obtained on the product.

Cutters for preparing test pieces from moulded sheets or from products
are described.
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