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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see 
www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61, Plastics, Subcommittee SC 11 Products.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

Safety in use is an important criterion when selecting adhesives and installation materials. This applies 
both to the user of the installation materials and to the residential user of the floor or flooring over its 
entire service life. Volatile solvents with boiling points of less than 200 °C, which occur in relatively high 
concentrations at the workplace during application, should not be used with respect to occupational 
safety. Even those products that are referred to as "solvent-free" by the manufacturers and labelled 
accordingly can, if they contain higher-boiling solvents and/or plasticisers, release volatile ingredients 
into the indoor air over long periods of time (e.g. weeks, months and years), which is not compatible 
with today's requirements for indoor air quality. In addition, products used in residential areas should 
not release long-term emissions of volatile and very volatile organic compounds (VOC, VVOC) 	
that can be detected in the indoor air over weeks, months and sometimes years in relatively low but 
nevertheless health-relevant concentrations.

This document specifies an easy reference method for testing the emission (release) of substances from 
floor covering adhesives and products for flooring installation into indoor air, expressed as emission 
classes based on toluene equivalents. This method uses a test chamber to determine the emissions 
under conditions, which are kept constant during the test. These conditions are selected so, that the 
test results can be expressed in terms of concentrations of substances in the air of the reference room. 
The reference room dimensions, associated product loading factors, as well as climate and ventilation 
conditions are selected according to existing standards for determining product emissions to represent 
the general indoor environment.

This test setup determines a material characteristic of the floor covering adhesives and products for 
flooring installation and is limited to this.
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