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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies) . The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been establ ished has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
l iaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibi l i ty that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard ISO 8261 ½ IDF 1 22 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34, Food products,

Subcommittee SC 5, Milk and milk products, and the International Dairy Federation (IDF), in collaboration with
AOAC International. I t is being published jointly by ISO and IDF and separately by AOAC International.

This edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 8261 :1 989), which has been technical ly revised.
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Foreword

IDF (the International Dairy Federation) is a worldwide federation of the dairy sector with a National Committee in
every member country. Every National Committee has the right to be represented on the IDF Standing Committees
carrying out the technical work. IDF collaborates with ISO and AOAC International in the development of standard
methods of analysis and sampling for milk and milk products.

Draft International Standards adopted by the Action Teams and Standing Committees are circulated to the National
Committees for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 50 % of National
Committees casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 8261 ½ IDF 1 22 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34, Food products,
Subcommittee SC 5, Milk and milk products, and the International Dairy Federation (IDF), in collaboration with
AOAC International. I t is being published jointly by ISO and IDF and separately by AOAC International.

Al l work was carried out by the Joint ISO/IDF/AOAC Action Team, Preparations of samples and dilutions for
microbiological examinations, of the Standing Committee on Microbiological methods of analysis, under the aegis
of its project leader, Mr L.J.M. Maturin (US).

This edition cancels and replaces the third edition (IDF 1 22C:1 996).
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Introduction

This International Standard is mainly based on ISO 6887-1 . The necessary adaptations to microbiological

laboratory practice in the dairy industry and instructions specific to dairy products, especial ly in relation to sample

preparation, have been introduced.

The question of which di luent or di luents to specify has been the subject of discussion for some time. In this
International Standard the peptone/sal ine solution, as wel l as the buffered peptone water solution as used in
ISO 6887-1 , is specified. Three other diluents which are commonly used in dairy microbiological laboratories are
also specified for general use. Furthermore, six di luents are specified for special purposes in dairy microbiological
laboratories.
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