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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of
national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International
Standards is normally carried out through 1SO technical committees. Each member
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern-
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work. ISO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all
matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to
the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires
approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard 1SO 8358 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 134,
Fertilizers and soil conditioners, Sub-Committee SC 2, Sampling.
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Introduction

This International Standard covers the operations necessary to pass from the
laboratory sample to the taking of the test portion for a particular analysis or test.
Usually, several chemical and/or physical tests will be performed on one laboratory
sample and this International Standard describes the preparation of test samples from
which the test portions for the individual tests are taken. A schematic diagram showing
the sampling process is given in figure 1.

The preparation of one or more laboratory samples from the aggregate sample is
described in 1SO 7742. Other standards exist, either published or in the course of
preparation, which describe sampling techniques and sampling plans to be used in
obtaining the aggregate sample from the lot.

It is essential that all the operations described in this International Standard are carried
out carefully and exactly so that the representativity of the original sample is preserved
throughout.
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