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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following
URL: www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 6, Paper, board and pulps, Subcommittee
SC 2, Test methods and quality specifications for paper and board.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 8791-3:2005), which has been technically
revised.

The main changes compared to the previous edition are as follows:
— editorial changes have been made;
— precision data has been added as Annex D.

Alist of all parts in the ISO 8791 series can be found on the ISO website.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 8791-3:2017(E)

Paper and board — Determination of roughness/
smoothness (air leak methods) —

Part 3:
Sheffield method

1 Scope

This document specifies a method for the determination of the roughness of paper and board using the
Sheffield apparatus.

This document is applicable to papers and boards which have Sheffield roughness values between
10 ml/min and about 3 000 ml/min. It is not suitable for soft papers which allow the lands of the test
head to indent the surface, or for high air-permeance papers which allow a significant flow of air
through the sheet, or for papers which will not lie flat during the test.

2 Normative references

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 186, Paper and board — Sampling to determine average quality

[SO 187, Paper, board and pulps — Standard atmosphere for conditioning and testing and procedure for
monitoring the atmosphere and conditioning of samples

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

ISO and [EC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at http://www.iso.org/obp

3.1

Sheffield roughness

measure of the rate at which air flows between flat circular lands and the surface of a sheet of paper or
board under specified conditions

Note 1 to entry: The roughness is expressed in millilitres per minute.

Note 2 to entry: The Sheffield unit is not defined, since it has been found that the scale units (Sheffield units)
on different instruments can correspond to different air flows, and there is no precise physical definition. This
document requires that the flowmeters be calibrated to give a flow rate in millilitres per minute.

4 Principle

A test piece is clamped between a flat plate and two flat concentric annular lands. Air is supplied at a
specified pressure to the space between the two lands, and the rate of air flow between the lands and
the test piece is measured. The air flow rate is a measure of the roughness of the tesfDiggeuments
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5 Apparatus

The apparatus, an example of which is shown in Figure 1, shall consist of an air supply (5.1), an air
pressure control (5.2) and air flow-measuring device (5.4), a test assembly (5.5) which houses a
measuring head (5.5.1) fitted with test lands, a flat plate (5.5.2), and a mechanical device for bringing
the lands into contact with the flat plate under a defined load.
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Figure 1 — Example of Sheffield apparatus

5.1 Air supply, free of water, oil and other contaminants, at a pressure of 420 kPa to 950 kPa. A small
compressor using laboratory air is preferred to external compressed air.

5.2 Pressure-regulating device, consisting of a primary regulator to reduce the pressure to between
205 kPa and 210 kPa, and another regulator to adjust the pressure at the measuring head to 10,3 kPa
(variable-area flowmeters) or 9,85 kPa (electronic flowmeters).

5.3 Pressure manometer, with a range from 0 kPa to 20 kPa to enable the air pressure at the
measuring head to be set to the specified pressure within 2 % of the nominal value.

5.4 Flow-measuring device, of either a variable-area or an electronic type. The air flow shall be
measurable to an accuracy of +5 % of the measured value.

5.4.1 Variable-area flow-measuring device, consisting of three variable-area flowmeters, each
having a tapered glass column containing a metering float suspended by the air flow in the column (see
Reference [7]). The three columns shall be chosen such that they enable measurement to be made on
a continuous scale of flow rate from 10 ml/min to 3 000 ml/min, with some overlap of scales between
columns. Each column shall be provided with a means of adjusting the flow rate (float-position knob)
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