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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of
national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International
Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Each member
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern-
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all
matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by
the ISO Council. They are approved in accordance with ISO procedures requiring at
least 75 % approval by the member bodies voting.

International Standard ISO 8859-8 was prepared by the European Computer Manufac-
turers Association as Standard ECMA-121 and was adopted, under a special ‘‘fast-
track” procedure, by Technical Committee ISO/TC 97, /nformation processing
systems, in parallel with its approval by the ISO member bodies.

ISO 8859 consists of the following parts, under the general title /nformation processing
— &-bit single-byte coded graphic character sets:

— Part 1: Latin alphabet No. 1

— Part 2: Latin alphabet No. 2

— Part 3: Latin alphabet No. 3
— Part 4: Latin alphabet No. 4

— Part 5: Latin/Cyrillic alphabet
— Part 6: Latin/Arabic alphabet
— Part 7: Latin/ Greek alphabet
— Part 8: Latin/Hebrew alphabet
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Introduction

ISO 8859 consists of several parts. Each part specifies a set of up to 191 graphic
characters and the coded representation of each of these characters by means of a
single 8-bit byte. None of these characters are ‘non-spacing”’. The use of control func-
tions, such as BACKSPACE or CARRIAGE RETURN for the coded representation of
composite characters is prohibited by 1SO 8859. Each set is intended for use for a
group of languages.
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