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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of
preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which
a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented
on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-
governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 1SO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard ISO 9369 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 61, Plastics, Subcommittee SC 12, Thermosetting materials.
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Introduction

The following types of isocyanate are commonly used in the industry as
basic materials for polyurethanes:

— isocyanates purified by rectification and their prepolymers (in particular
pure TDI — a mixture of the 2,4- and 2,6- isomers of tolylene
diisocyanate) to which this International Standard is applicable;

— non-rectified isocyanates such as unrefined MDI [methylene
di-(4-phenylisocyanate], or modified isocyanates such as isocyanates
containing adducts like carbodiimide adducts (e.g. uretonimine) and
phenol adducts for which the method specified will have to be
modified. These modifications will depend on the particular products
concerned and require agreement between purchaser and
manufacturer:

e for some isocyanates, such as modified isocyanates, the
temperature of reaction with di-n-butylamine will have to be
chosen to ensure that complete conversion of the isocyanate
groups occurs (the “hot” method);

o for unrefined samples, which generally contain acidic materials,
the results must be corrected for any acidic materials present in
the unrefined samples since the method involves an acid-base
titration.
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