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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide 
federation of national Standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work 
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Esch member body interested in a subject for 
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be 
represented on that committee. International organizations, govern- 
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the 
work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical 
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are 
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an Inter- 
national Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member 
bodies casting a vote. 

International Standard ISO 97034 was prepared by Technical Committee 
ISO/TC 121, Anaesfhefic and respiratory equipment, Sub-Committee SC 
3, Lung ventilators and related equipmenf. 

ISO 9703 consists of the following Parts, under the general title 
Anaesthesia and respiratory care alarm Signals: 

- Part 1: Visual alarm Signals 

- Part 2: Auditory alarm Signals 

(The Introduction gives information about the future ISO 9703-2.) 

Annex A of this part of ISO 9703 is for information only. 
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Introduction 

This International Standard is the resuit of discussions held over a pe- 
riod of several years in ISO/TC 121. lt addresses only the visual aspects 
of alarms. A working draft that addresses the audible aspects of alarm 
function in anaesthesia and respiratory care is presently being con- 
sidered by ISO/TC 121/SC 3. When complete, it will be published as 
ISO 9703-2. 

Medical practice in operating rooms and intensive care areas is in- 
creasingly dependent on equipment for Observation and treatment of 
patients. Alarms are frequently used to indicate the patient’s physio- 
logical Status and the functional state of the equipment. The purpose of 
ISO 9703-1 is to define alarm categories, visual indicators, and degree 
of urgency. The content of this International Standard was developed 
with contributions from clinicians, engineers and applied psychologists. 
The approach taken is intended to rationalize the current Situation and 
to limit the Proliferation of different alarms in Order to avoid confusion, 
and to minimize the distraction of hospital staff not directly responsible 
for devices that are in the alarmed condition. 
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