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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International
Electrotechnical Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardiz-
ation. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC participate in the development
of International Standards through technical committees established by the respective
organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical
committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the
work.

In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical
committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1. Draft International Standards adopted by the joint
technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard ISO/IEC 9594-7 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee
ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology.

ISO/IEC 9594 consists of the following parts, under the general title Information
technology — Open Systems Interconnection — The Directory:

— Part 1: Overview of concepts, models and services
— Part 2: Models

— Part 3: Abstract service definition

— Part 4: Procedures for distributed operation

— Part 5: Protocol specifications

~— Part 6. Selected attribute types

—  Part 7: Selected object classes

—  Part 8: Authentication framework

Annex A forms an integral part of this part of ISO/IEC 9594. Annex B is for infor-
mation only.
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Introduction

0.1 This part of ISO/IEC 9594, together with the other parts, has been produced to facilitate the interconnection of
information processing systems to provide directory services. The set of all such systems, together with the directory
information which they hold, can be viewed as an integrated whole, called the Directory. The information held by the
Directory, collectively known as the Directory Information Base (DIB), is typically used to facilitate communication between,
with or about objects such as application entities, people, terminals and distribution lists.

0.2 The Directory plays a significant role in Open Systems Interconnection, whose aim is to allow, with a minimum of
technical agreement outside of the interconnection standards themselves, the interconnection of information processing
systems:

o from different manufacturers;

» under different managements;

« of different levels of complexity; and
» of different ages.

0.3 This part of ISO/IEC 9594 defines (in section two) a number of attribute sets and object classes which may be found
useful across a range of applications of the Directory.

0.4 Annex A, which is a part of the standard, provides an ASN.1 module containing all of the type and value definitions
which appear in this document.

0.5 Annex B, which is not a part of the standard, provides some common naming and structure rules which may or may not be used
by Administrative authorities.
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