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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and 1EC (the Inter-
national Electrotechnical Commission) form the specialized system for
worldwide standardization. Nationai bodies that are members of 1SO or IEC
participate in the development of International Standards through technical
committees established by the respective organization to deal with particu-
far fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collabo-
rate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take
part in the work.

Draft Guides adopted by the responsible Committee or Group are circu-
lated to national bodies for voting. Publication as a Guide requires approval
by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote.

ISO/IEC Guide 61 was prepared by the Committee on Conformity As-
sessment (CASCO).
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Introduction

The requirements contained in this Guide are written, above all, to be con-
sidered as general requirements for bodies operating accreditation sys-
tems. This Guide, however, is in three sections so that if used by
organizations other than accreditation bodies concerned with recognition of
competence, Sections 1 and 3 apply, and users need simply replace
“accreditation” by “recognition”.
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