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BRIEF HISTORY 

The IS0  Recommendation R 1059, Punched tape fked block format for positioning and straight-cut numer- 
ically controlled machines, was drawn up by Technical Committee ISO/TC 97, Computers and information processing, 
the Secretariat of which is held by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 

Work on this question led to the adoption of a Draft IS0  Recommendation. 

In August 1967, this Draft IS0 Recommendation (No. 1319) was circulated to all the 1SO Member Bodies 
L 

for enquiry. It was approved, subject to a few modifications of an editorial nature, by the following Member Bodies 

Australia 
Belgium 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
France 
Germany 
Iran 

Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Poland 
Portugal 

No Member Body opposed the approval of the Draft. 

Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
U.A.R. 
United Kingdom 
U.S.A. 

The Draft IS0 Recommendation was then submitted by correspondence to the IS0 Council, which decided, 
in April 1969, to accept it as an IS0 RECOMMENDATION. 
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April 1969 I S 0  Recommendation R 1059 

PUNCHED TAPE FIXED BLOCK FORMAT 

FOR POSITIONING AND STRAIGHT-CUT 

NU MER ICALLY CONTROLLED MACH IN ES 

1. SCOPE 

1.1 This IS0 Recommendation applies to fwed block format punched tapes, with or without tabulation 
and without word address, for positioning and s t ra ighta t  machining; it is intended to 

(a) recommend application of the rules providing a minimum of uniformity in the manufacture of 
in put media ; 

(b)  inform users of numerically controlled machines on the potentialities of control systems. 

1.2 Compliance with the conditions expressed in this IS0 Recommendation does not guarantee interchan- 
geability of media between machines of compatible features. The choice of the codes corresponding 
to “feed function”, “spindle speed function”, “preparatory function”, “miscellaneous function” and 
“tool function” is free. Nevertheless, when it is justified by the complexity of functions, it is recom- 
mended to comply as far as possible with IS0 Recommendation R 1058,Punched tape variable block 
format for positioning and straight-cut numerically controlled machines. 

1.3 The format characteristics are specified in section 3 and in Annexes C and D. 

1.4 The technical terms used in this IS0 Recommendation are based on the data processing vocabulary of 
IS0 Recommendation R ... ’). 

1.5 Tape dimensions, character codes and nomenclature of axes conform respectively to IS0 Recommendations 

R ... ’), Dimensions for punched paper tape for data interchange; 

R 840, Code for numerical control of machines (compatible with the I S 0  7-bit character set); 

R ... ’), Representation of six and seven bit coded character sets on punched tape; 

U 841, Axis and motion nomenclature for numerically controlled machines. 

’) Now being drafted within Sub-Committee ISO/TC 97/SC 1, Vocabulary. 

At present, Draft I S 0  Recommendation No.  1671. 

3, At present, Draft I S 0  Recommendation No. 1418. 
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