UDC 534.321 : 681.8 Ref. No. : ISO/R 16 - 1955 (E)

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR STANDARDIZATION

ISO RECOMMENDATION
R 16

STANDARD TUNING FREQUENCY
(STANDARD MUSICAL PITCH)

1st EDITION
November 1955

COPYRIGHT RESERVED

The copynight of ISO Recommendations and ISO Standards
belongs to ISO Member Bodies. Reproduction of these
documents| in any country, may be authorized therefore only
by the national standards organization of that country, being
a member of ISO,

For each individual counltry the only valid standard is the national standard of that country.

Printed in Switzerland

Also issued in French and Russian. Copies to be obtained through the national standards muh\fents
Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: ISO_R 16_1955


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iso-r-16-1955
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iso-r-16-1955

BRIEF HISTORY

This ISO Recommendation R 16 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 43 — Acoustics, the Secretariat of which is held by the British Standards
Institution.

At the suggestion of the International Federation of the National
Standardizing Asspciations (ISA), now superseded by the International Organ-
ization for Standardization (ISO), the British Standards Institution convened,
in May 1938, a Canference to discuss the question of trying to secure an inter-
national standard musical pitch. This Conference adopted 440 c¢/s as an inter-
national standardof pitch.

Similar develgpments were also taking place in other countries, the outcome
of which was that an international Conference under the auspices of the ISA
was held in London in May 1939. Five countries (France, Germany, Italy,
Netherlands and the United Kingdom) sent delegates and the views of other
countries, as well as those of interested organizations, were placed before the
Conference. The | Conference endorsed the proposal that the international
standard for music¢al pitch should be 440 c/s for A in the treble stave. Shortly
after that decision was made, however, war intervened, and the report of the
Conference did not reach the musical bodies and authorities in some countries,
with the result that after the war some musical bodies, in ignorance of the 1939
decision, proposed|that an international Conference should be convened to agree
on a standard musical pitch. It was for this reason that the ISO took the
matter up and a further Conference was held in London in October 1953 with

the object of endo

The delegate
Draft ISO Recom
This was approve

sing or, if necessary, amending the decisions reached in 1939.

at this Conference endorsed the previous proposals, and a
endation was circulated to all Member Bodies in March1954.
by the following 17 Member Bodies (out of a total of 33):
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Austria Netherlands Switzerland

Chile New Zealand Union of South Africa
Denmar Norway United Kingdom
France Pakistan U.S.S.R.

Ireland Spain Yugoslavia

Italy Sweden

On the other hand, Japan approved items 1 and 2 of the Draft and Mexico

its meeting in Stockholm in June, 1955, as an ISO RECOM-
MENDATION (Resolution No. 3, Council 1955).
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