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BRIEF HISTORY

The ISO Recommendation R 68, Screw Threads, was prepared by Technical
Committee ISO/TC 1, Screw Threads, the Secretariat of which is held by the
Sveriges Standardiseringskommission (SIS).

As soon as it was created, in London, in 1946, ISO entrusted the Technical
Committee with the drawing up of an international standard for screw threads
for screws, bolts and nuts, applicable both in the ‘“‘metric’” countries and in the
“inch” countries.

The Technical Committee met successively in Paris, in June 1949, in New
York, in June 1952, in Stockholm, in June 1955, and in Lisbon, in May 1957.

At its first meeting, the Technical Committee appointed a Working Com-
mission to assist the Secretariat in preparing the work. At a later date, that
Working Commission adopted the title of Working Group No. 2.

The first endeavours of the Working Group, which met six times between
1949 and 1954, resulted in the adoption by the Technical Committee of a Draft
ISO Recommendation, dealing on the one hand with the ISO Basic Profile,
applicable to triangular screw threads, and on the other with basic dimensions of
screw threads for screws, bolts and nuts in the diameter range up to 5 mm.

In July 1955, this Draft was submitted to the approval of all ISO Mem-
ber Bodies. The interpretation to be given to comments and reservations, for-
mulated in the course of this enquiry by various ISO Member Bodies, was consi-
dered by Working Group No. 2 at its seventh meeting, held in Paris, in April
1956, and by the Technical Committee itself, at its fourth plenary meeting, held
in Lisbon, in May 1957. Further investigations made by the Secretariat of
the Technical Committee led several Committee Members to revise their initial
attitude with regard to the Draft.

Finally, the Draft ISO Recommendation was approved by the following 24
(out of a total) of 37 Member Bodies:

Austria India Portugal

Belgium *Israel Spain

Bulgaria Italy Sweden

Chile Japan Switzerland

Finland Mexico *Union of South Africa
France Netherlands United Kingdom
Germany Norway U.S.S.R.

Hungary Pakistan Yugoslavia

The Draft ISO Recommendation was then submitted by correspondence
to the ISO Council, which decided, in September 1958, to accept it as an
ISO RECOMMENDATION.

* These Member Bodies stated that they had no objection to the Draft being approved.
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FOREWORD*

This ISO Recommendation is one of a number of ISO Recommendations determining inter-
nationally interchangeable triangular screw threads.

It is intended that the complete set of these ISO Recommendations will cover the following speci-
fications:

Basic Profile for ISO Triangular Screw Threads
(except for pipe threads)

and design profiles for nut and bolt (ISO Recommendation R 68, section 2)
ISO Metric Screw Threads. General Plan
(diameter range 0.25 to 300 mm) (ISO Recommendation R 261)
ISO Metric Screw Threads for screws, bolts and nuts
(a) diameter range 0.25 to 5 mm (ISO Recommendation R 68, section 3)
(b) diameter range 6 to 39 mm (ISO Recommendation R 262)

ISO Inch Screw Threads. General Plan
(diameter range 0.06 to 6 in)
and selection for screws, bolts and nuts (ISO Recommendation R 263)

ISO Selected Screw Threads for screws, bolts and nuts  (Under study)

All these ISO Recommendations on screw threads will utilize the Basic Profile for ISO Triangu-
lar Screw Threads set out in ISO Recommendation R 68, Screw Threads.
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* The text of this foreword brings up to date the one in the first printing of June 1959.
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