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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

In exceptional circumstances, when a technical committee has collected data of a different kind from that
which is normally published as an International Standard (“state of the art”, for example), it may decide by a
simple majority vote of its participating members to publish a Technical Report. A Technical Report is entirely
informative in nature and does not have to be reviewed until the data it provides are considered to be no longer
valid or useful.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO/TR 834-3 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 92, Fire safety, Subcommittee SC 2, Fire containment.
This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO/TR 834-3:1994), which has been technically revised.

ISO/TR 834 consists of the following parts, under the general title Fire-resistance tests — Elements of building
construction:

— Part 1: General requirements

— Part 2: Guidance on measuring uniformity of furnace exposure on test samples

— Part 3: Commentary on test method and guide to the application of the outputs from the fire-resistance test
— Part 4: Specific requirements for loadbearing vertical separating elements

— Part 5: Specific requirements for loadbearing horizontal separating elements

— Part 6: Specific requirements for beams

— Part 7: Specific requirements for columns

— Part 8: Specific requirements for non-loadbearing vertical separating elements

— Part 9: Specific requirements for non-loadbearing ceiling elements

The following parts are under preparation:

— Part 10: Specific requirements to determine the contribution of applied fire protection materials to
structural elements

— Part 11: Specific requirements for the assessment of fire protection to structural steel elements

— Part 12: Specific requirements for separating elements evaluated on less than full scale furnaces
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Introduction

Fire resistance is a property of a construction and not of a material and the result achieved is to a large extent
related to the design of the specimen and the quality of the construction. It is not an “absolute” property of the
construction and variations in both the materials and methods of construction will produce differences in the
measured performance and changes in the exposure conditions are likely to have an even greater impact on
the level of fire resistance the element can provide.

This part of ISO/TR 834 provides guidance to those contemplating testing, the laboratory staff performing
the test, the designers of buildings, the specifiers and the authorities responsible for implementing fire safety
legislation, to enable them to have a greater understanding of the role of the fire resistance test and the correct
application of its outputs.
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Fire-resistance tests — Elements of building construction —

Part 3:
Commentary on test method and guide to the application of the
outputs from the fire-resistance test

1 Scope

This part of ISO/TR 834 provides background and guidance on the use and limitations of the fire resistance test
method and the application of the data obtained. It is designed to be of assistance to code officials, fire safety
engineers, designers of buildings and other persons responsible for the safety of persons in and around buildings.

This part of ISO/TR 834 identifies where the procedure can be improved by reference to ISO/TR 22898.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document
(including any amendments) applies.

ISO 834-1:1999, Fire-resistance tests — Elements of building construction — Part 1: General requirements

ISO/TR 834-2, Fire-resistance tests — Elements of building construction — Part 2: Guide on measuring
uniformity of furnace exposure on test samples

ISO 3009, Fire-resistance tests — Elements of building construction — Glazed elements
ISO/TR 12470, Fire-resistance tests — Guidance on the application and extension of results

ISO/TR 22898, Review of outputs for fire containment tests for buildings in the context of fire safety engineering

3 Standard test procedure

The primary purpose of a fire resistance test, e.g. ISO 834-1, is to characterize the thermal response of elements
of construction when exposed to a fully developed fire within enclosures formed by, or within buildings. The
output of the test permits the construction tested by this method to be given a classification of performance
within a time based classification system (see Clause 5). The test provides data that may be of use to a fire
safety engineer, albeit the test only reproduces one, of many, potential fire scenarios.

Practical considerations dictate that it is necessary to make a number of simplifications in any standard test
procedure that is designed to replicate a real life event, in order to provide for its use under controlled conditions
in any laboratory with the expectation of achieving reproducible and repeatable results.

The fire resistance test is designed to apply to a particular fire scenario within the built environment, but with
an understanding of its limitations and objectives it may be applied to other constructions.

Some of the features which lead to a degree of variability are outside of the scope of the test procedure,
particularly where material and constructional differences become critical. Other factors which have been
identified in this part of ISO 834 are within the capacity of the user to accommodate. If appropriate attention
is paid to these factors, the reproducibility and repeatability of the test procedure can be improved, possibly to
an acceptable level.
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3.1 Heating regimes

The standard furnace temperature curve described in ISO 834-1:1999, 6.1.1 is substantially unchanged from
the time-temperature curve that has been employed to control the fire test exposure environment for the past
80 or so years. It was apparently related in some respects to temperatures experienced in some actual fires in
buildings using referenced events, such as the observed time of fusion of materials of known melting points.

The essential purpose of the standard temperature curve is to provide a standard test environment which is
representative of one possible fully developed fire exposure condition, within which the performance of various
representative forms of building construction may be compared. It is, however, important to recognize that this
standard fire exposure condition does not necessarily represent an actual fire exposure situation. The test
does, nevertheless, grade the performance of separating and structural elements of building construction on a
common basis. It should also be noted that the fire resistance rating accorded to a construction only relates to
the test duration and not to the duration of a real fire.

The relationship between the heating conditions, in terms of time-temperature prevailing in real fire conditions
and those prevailing in the standard fire resistance test is discussed in Clause 8. A series of cooling curves is also
discussed. Proposals have been made to simplify the equations to improve their ability to be computer processed.

The comparison of the areas of the curves represented by the average recorded furnace temperature versus
time and the above standard curve, in order to establish the deviation present, de, as specified in ISO 834-1:1999,
6.1.2, may be achieved by using a planimeter over plotted values or by calculation employing either Simpson’s
rule or the trapezoidal rule.

While the heating regime described in ISO 834-1:1999, 6.1.1, is the fire exposure condition which is the subject
of this part of ISO/TR 834, it is recognized that it is not appropriate for the representation of the exposure
conditions such as may be experienced from, for example, fires involving hydrocarbon fuels.

While the temperature conditions given in ISO 834-1:1999, 6.1.1 are seen to be the same as those used in
previous editions of this standard, the method of measuring, and hence controlling the temperature within the
furnace has changed significantly in the latest version of the standard.

This change in the measuring instrument has come about as a result of a harmonising process between
the European and International test procedures, as a result of implementing the Vienna Agreement. As part
of the pan-European harmonisation process, the traditional use of bare wire thermocouples (or sheathed
thermocouples with a similar time constant) for measuring the gas temperature within the furnace, has been
abandoned in favour of the adoption of a “plate thermometer”. The theory behind the plate thermometer is that
it receives the same thermal dose as the specimen, unaffected by the geometry of the furnace, the number
and position of the burners and the nature of the fuel; all factors having been previously identified as causes
of reproducibility and repeatability problems. This method of measuring temperature has been adopted in the
latest version of ISO 834-1, and all of its parts.

This device has a greater time constant than the “bare wire” thermocouple described in the 1975 version
of ISO 834, and as a consequence the gas temperature at any moment of time is likely to be higher than it
was previously, particularly during the first 40 minutes. Therefore, while the latest version of ISO 834 follows
nominally the same temperature/time relationship the thermal dose will be measurably greater, particularly
over the first 20 to 30 minutes, than when the previous ‘bare wire’ thermocouples were used. Care should be
taken when comparing the results of tests carried out in accordance with the earlier versions of ISO 834 and
the present one 1ISO 834-1:1999, especially for constructions that are temperature sensitive.

Thermocouples do “age” and the current that they generate as a result of the “couple” created between wires
of dissimilar resistance at any temperature will differ with time. All temperature measuring devices, but in
particular the plate thermometer, should be calibrated on a regular basis or discarded after a short time in use.
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3.2 Furnace and equipment design

3.2.1 Factors affecting the thermal dose

The heating conditions prescribed in ISO 834-1:1999, 6.1.1, are not sufficient by themselves to ensure that test
furnaces of different design will each present the same fire exposure conditions to test specimens and hence
provide for consistency in the test results obtained among these furnaces.

The thermocouples employed for controlling the furnace temperature are in dynamic thermal equilibrium with
an environment which is influenced by the radiative and convective heat transfer conditions existing in the
furnace. The convective heat transfer to an exposed body depends upon its size and shape and is generally
higher with a small body than with a large body like a specimen. The convective component will therefore tend
to have greater influence upon a bead thermocouple temperature while the heat transfer to a specimen is
mainly affected by radiation from the hot furnace walls and the flames. For this reason the “plate” thermometer
has replaced the bead thermocouple in ISO 834-1:1999, 5.5.1.1. The plate thermometer is more influenced by
the total heat flux received by the specimen than the bead thermocouple.

There is currently no method of calibrating plate thermocouples and so a rigid regime of replacement
should be implemented. While the “plate thermometer” is the specified device in ISO 834, the introduction
of a “directional flame thermometer” measuring device is being considered, which may be introduced into
subsequent editions of ISO 834.

Both gas radiation and surface to surface radiation are present in a furnace. The former depends on the
temperature and absorption properties of the furnace gas as well as being significantly influenced by the visible
component of the burner flame.

The surface to surface radiation depends on the temperature of the furnace walls and their absorption and
emission properties as well as the size and configuration of the test furnace. The wall temperature depends,
in turn, on its thermal properties.

The convection heat transfer to a body depends on the local difference between the gas and the body surface
temperature as well as the gas velocity.

The radiation from the gases corresponds to their temperature, and the radiation received by the specimen is
the sum of that from the gases and the furnace walls. The latter is less at the beginning and increases as the
walls become hotter.

From the foregoing discussion, it is apparent that despite the use of the new plate thermometer, the ultimate
solution in respect of achieving consistency among testing organizations utilizing the requirements of this part
of ISO 834 will only be realized if all users adopt an idealized design of test furnace which is precisely specified
as to size, configuration, refractory materials, construction and type of fuel used.

One method of reducing the problems that have been outlined, which can sometimes be applied to existing
furnaces is to line the furnace walls with materials of low thermal inertia that readily follow the furnace gas
temperatures such as those with the characteristics prescribed in ISO 834-1:1999, 5.2. The difference between
the gas and wall temperatures will be reduced and an increased amount of heat supplied by the burners will
reach the specimen in the form of radiation from the furnace walls. While this may improve the reproducibility
of results the resulting exposure conditions may represent a more severe condition.

The measurement and control of the thermal dose received by a specimen is complex and further information
can be obtained from Reference [4].

Where possible existing furnace designs should also be reviewed to position burners and possibly flues so as
to avoid turbulence and associated pressure fluctuations which result in uneven heating over the surface of the
test specimen.

Further consideration could be given in the design, or in particular in the refurbishment of furnaces, to the use
of a “radiation” screen as proposed for use in ISO/TR 22898, as a way of making the thermal dose more even.
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3.2.2 Furnace size

Generally the furnace size should accommodate the full sized element, or in some cases a full sized component
which is to be installed within, or onto a proven construction. Often the size of an element in use is greater than
the furnace and for these situations it is important that there is a recognized method for extrapolating the result
achieved on the tested specimen size to that used in practice (see 3.7). There are, however, many components
that are able to be tested at full size in furnaces much smaller than 3m x 3m or 3m x 4m, e.g. building hardware
for use on fire doors, penetration sealing systems, electrical components, glazed openings, hatches, single leaf
personnel doors, all of which can be tested for their contribution to fire resistance in smaller furnaces. The thermal
dose must, however, be delivered in a comparable manner to that which it would receive in the larger furnace.

While the design of the thermometer to be employed in measuring and hence controlling the test furnace
environment is specified in ISO 834-1:1999, 5.5.1.1, it is also suggested that experimental work be performed
on improved instrumentation for use in measuring the thermal dose received by the specimen.

Finally, one of the most effective “tools” for improving the repeatability of the outputs of fire resistance tests is
the use of a calibration routine (see 3.12).

3.3 Conditioning of the specimen

3.3.1 Correction for non-standard moisture content in concrete materials

At the time of test, ISO 834-1:1999, 7.4 permits the specimen to exhibit a moisture content consistent with that
expected in normal service.

Exceptinbuildings that are continuously air conditioned or are centrally heated, elements of building construction
are exposed to atmospheres that, in varying degrees, tend to follow the cycling of temperatures and/or moisture
conditions of the free atmosphere. The nature of the materials comprising the element and its dimensions will
determine the degree to which the moisture content of an element will fluctuate about a mean condition.

Relating the specimen condition to that obtained in normal service can therefore result in a variation in the
moisture content of specimen construction assemblies, particularly those with hygroscopic components
having a high capability for moisture absorption such as portland cement, gypsum and wood. However, after
conditioning such as prescribed in ISO 834-1:1999, 7.4, from among the common inorganic building materials,
only the hydrated portland cement products can hold a sufficient amount of moisture to affect, noticeably, the
results of a fire test.

For comparison purposes, it may therefore be desirable to correct for variations in the moisture content of
such specimens using, as a standard reference condition, the moisture content that would be established at
equilibrium from drying in an ambient atmosphere of 50 % relative humidity at 20°C.

Alternatively, the fire resistance at some other moisture content can be calculated by employing the procedures
described in References [5] and [6].

If artificial drying techniques are employed to achieve the moisture content appropriate to the standard ref-
erence condition, it is the responsibility of the laboratory conducting the test to avoid procedures which will
significantly alter the properties of the specimen component materials.

3.3.2 Determination of moisture condition of hygroscopic materials in terms of relative humidity

A recommended method for determining the relative humidity within a hardened concrete specimen using
electric sensing elements is described in Reference [7]. A similar procedure with electric sensing elements can
be used to determine the relative humidity within the fire test specimens made with other materials.

With wood constructions, the moisture meter based on the electrical resistance method can be used, when
appropriate, as an alternative to the relative humidity method to indicate when wood has attained the proper
moisture content. Electrical methods are described in References [8] and [9].
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