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FOREWORD 

On the 1st January 2015 the SAE Industry Technologies Consortia (SAE ITC) acquired the ADS Aerospace Standards, previously 
known as the Society of British Aerospace Companies (SBAC) Aerospace Standards. The SAE ITC established in 2003 operates 
as a trade association as part of the SAE International Enterprise providing a unique framework serving the automotive, aerospace, 
and commercial vehicle sectors. Clients include private companies, government agencies, individuals, and trade associations. 
Building consensus and breakthrough barriers to achieve solutions, and the ways by which those solutions take shape, are tailored 
to each client’s individual needs.  

The legal obligations and copyright authority of all Aerospace Standards that were issued by the ADS Group Limited are therefore 
assigned / transferred to the SAE ITC. 

These Standards are produced by the SAE ITC with the assistance of, and for the benefit of the Aerospace Industry, as part of a 
continuous programme of Standardisation for Aerospace application under the control of the Technical Standards Committee (TSC) 
of the SAE ITC. 

SAE ITC Standards are published as part of the series of SAE ITC Aerospace Industry Standards, and where appropriate, additional 
manufacturing and inspection requirements are issued as Reference Sheets (RS) or Technical Specifications (TS).  It is the 
responsibility of those using or specifying a Standard to ensure the product, process, or manufacturer so used or specified, is 
appropriate for the task or role in question. The SAE ITC wishes to draw special attention to the fact Technical Specifications (TS) 
include testing and procedures by which a user or Design Authority can establish whether a particular manufacturer, prima facie, 
has the capability to produce hardware in accordance with the appropriate standards and related specifications. 

The SAE ITC, its servants, or representatives accept no responsibility for the continued quality of hardware items produced against 
the relevant drawings and specifications; this responsibility remains with the user. 

Whilst the SAE ITC takes all reasonable care in the preparation of its Standards, neither the SAE ITC, its officers, employees, 
servants, agents, or representatives, shall have any responsibility or liability whatsoever with respect to any act or omission (whether 
negligent or not) of whatsoever nature, or in connection with the preparation of the Standards or any part thereof.  These 
responsibilities are those of the user or Design Authority. Users of SAE ITC Standards agree that any such liability on the part of the 
SAE ITC is excluded to the maximum extent permitted by law. SAE ITC Standards may be changed from time to time, and both 
users and manufacturers of these parts should ensure they are in possession of the latest issue of the Standards and supporting 
documentation before adoption or the commencement of production. 

It is recommended that Technical Specification TS260, Metallic Materials List of Alternative Material Standards, be consulted prior 
to manufacture of SAE ITC products. 

Each Standard is a facsimile or electronic reproduction of a master drawing and, therefore, any outline view scales stated are not 
necessarily reproduced accurately. A Master Index of all SAE ITC Aerospace Standards is published separately on the SAE ITC 
website. 

All references to Standards include reference to RS and TS publications. 

Details of this and any further information can be obtained from the SAE ITC. 

For full details of changes, refer to supplementary SAE ITC Amendment Record.
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REFERENCE SHEET 

No. RS610

IDENTIFICATION MARKING OF PARTS & ASSEMBLIES 

RATIONALE

Eighth issue of Reference Sheet.
To permit alternate orientation of characters in part marking.
Reformatted to reflect corporate change from SBAC to ADS.
For full details of changes, refer to supplementary ADS Amendment Record document 
RS610-AR.
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1. SCOPE
1.1 This Reference Sheet covers the identification marking of parts and assemblies, be they of ADS

origin or any other Aerospace related company.,

2. REFERENCED DOCUMENTS
2.1 This Reference Sheet makes reference to the latest issues of the following specifications:-

2.1.1 ADS Group Ltd (ADS)
TS147 Silicone Elastomer, Glass Fibre, Fabric Reinforced Cushion For Use In Loop Style 

Clamp Assemblies.

2.1.2 British Standards Institution (BSI)
BS M23 Marking of Service Piping.
BS SP51 & 52 Identification Tags for Swaged Cable-End Assemblies for Aircraft.
BS SP54 Swaged Cable end Assemblies, BA And BSF Threads for Preformed non 

Corrodible Steel Wire Rope for Aircraft.
BS SP105 Swaged Cable End Assemblies (Unified Threads) for Preformed Steel Wire Rope 

for Aircraft.

2.1.3 Ministry of Defence Standards (MoD)
Def Stan 00-970 Part 0 Design & Airworthiness Requirements for Service Aircraft.
Def Stan 05-123 Part 0 Technical Procedures for the Procurement of Aircraft Weapon and 

Electronic Systems.
Def Stan 61-6 Aircraft Electrical Circuit Identification.
DTD 925 Fabrication of Acrylic Panels and Shapings.
DTD 1097 Marking of Aeroplane Tyres and Inner Tubes.
DTD 1101 External Marking of Aeroplane Fuel Tanks.

It shall be noted that the DTD specifications referred to in this document have been declared 
obsolescent. The obsolescent specifications will no longer be updated, but are retained as 
obsolescent documents to provide for the servicing of existing equipment.

3. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
3.1 The information given in this data sheet shall be read in conjunction with the requirements of the

following official documents:

Def Stan 00-970 Part 0 and Def Stan 05-123 Part 0.

(a) Markings shall be legible and permanent.
(b) Markings shall not impair the function and life of the part.
(c) The impression of each letter etc. shall always be of a rounded form so that sharp angles or

cuts are avoided in the part marked.
(d) Sharp cornered borders enclosing hard markings are prohibited.
(e) Hard markings shall not be applied to highly stressed areas.
(f) The position and method of marking shall be indicated on the drawing of the part.
(g) The number of markings on one part should be restricted to the minimum.
(h) Treatment and process markings shall conform with the principles as indicated on the drawings 

for marking the part number.
(i) Very small and fragile parts, such as small bolts, springs etc. which cannot be marked shall be 

bagged and labelled.
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4. IDENTIFICATION MARKINGS

4.1 Included in this term are:

(a) Part numbers
(b) Material batch code
(c) Foundry marks
(d) Inspection marks
(e) Heat treatment marks
(f) Radiological examination marks
(g) Serial numbers on details
(h) Drawing issue number
(i) Any other special marking

5. LOCATION OF MARKINGS

5.1 The markings shall be grouped together as much as possible and the area to which they are applied
shall be restricted to the area indicated on the drawings.

5.2 Markings shall be applied in such a position so as to be visible after the parts are assembled.

5.3 Markings shall not be applied in the following positions:

(a) On bearing surfaces or on areas subjected to wear.
(b) On mating surfaces or where bolts, etc. may obscure the markings.

# (c) On areas later to be cut away, drilled, machined or swaged etc.
+ (d) Near holes or on fillets, bend radii, lug faces etc.
+ (e) Near edges of parts.

(f) On highly stressed areas.
X (g) On specially hardened surfaces.

Notes#  Temporary markings excepted - see Method 7(a).
+  These restrictions do not apply to Method 7 which may be used.
x  This restriction does not apply to Method 7 or 15 which may be used.

6. SIZE OF MARKINGS

6.1 The character height shall normally be 1/16”, 3/32” or 1/8”. Larger characters or figures may be used if
required by the particular method of marking, or where appropriate to the size of the item.

7. WHEN MARKINGS SHOULD BE APPLIED OR TRANSFERRED

(a) Markings should be applied at the stage of manufacture indicated for the particular method of 
marking as given in Section 8.

(b) On parts that are to be crack detected, the markings should, where possible, be applied before 
the test is carried out.

(c) Any identity tags fitted to a chain by the manufacturer shall be removed at a point decided by the 
Inspection Department, who are also responsible for the recording of the information. The tag 
shall be removed before delivery of spares.
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