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RECOMMENDATION  ITU-R  M.1643* 

Technical and operational requirements for aircraft earth stations 
of aeronautical mobile-satellite service including those 
using fixed-satellite service network transponders in 

the band 14-14.5 GHz (Earth-to-space) 

 

(2003) 

Summary 

This Recommendation provides the technical and operational requirements for aircraft earth stations 
(AES) of aeronautical mobile-satellite service (AMSS), including those using FSS network 
transponders operating in the band 14-14.5 GHz (Earth-to-space), that should be used by 
administrations as a technical guideline for establishing conformance requirements for AES and 
facilitating their licensing, for worldwide use. 

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly, 

considering 

a) that various technically and operationally different aeronautical mobile-satellite service 
(AMSS) networks have been designed to commence operation in the near future; 

b) that these planned AMSS networks may provide access to a variety of broadband 
communication applications (Internet, email, internal corporate networks) to and from aircraft on a 
global basis; 

c) that the aircraft earth station (AES) will operate on national and international airlines 
around the world; 

d) that circulation of AES is usually a subject of a number of national and international rules 
and regulations including satisfactory conformance to a mutually agreed technical standard and 
operational requirements; 

e) that there is a need for identifying the technical and operational requirements for the 
conformance testing of AES; 

                                                 

* NOTE � The Arab Group represented at RA-03 reserves its position on this Recommendation and is not 
ready to accept any repercussions with respect to WRC-03 Agenda item 1.11. 
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f) that the identification of technical and operational requirements for AES would provide a 
common technical basis for facilitating conformance testing of AES by various national and 
international authorities and the development of mutual recognition arrangements for conformance 
of AES; 

g) that the technical and operational requirements need to achieve an acceptable balance 
between radio equipment complexity and the need for effective use of the radio-frequency 
spectrum, 

considering also 

a) that in the frequency band 14-14.5 GHz there are allocations to the FSS (Earth-to-space), 
radionavigation, fixed and mobile (except aeronautical mobile) services on a primary basis; that 
secondary services allocated in the band 14-14.5 GHz or in parts of the band include mobile-
satellite (except aeronautical mobile-satellite) service (Earth-to-space), space research service 
(SRS), radio astronomy service (RAS), and radionavigation-satellite service; 

b) that there is a requirement to fully protect all primary services and pre-existing systems of 
secondary services in the band 14-14.5 GHz; 

c) that results of the studies conducted in accordance with Resolution 216 (Rev.WRC-2000) 
showed the feasibility of using the band 14-14.5 GHz by AMSS (Earth-to-space) on a secondary 
basis under certain conditions and arrangements1; 

d) that the identification by ITU-R of technical and operational requirements for AES 
operating in the band 14-14.5 GHz could assist administrations to prevent harmful and/or 
unacceptable interference to other services; 

e) that technical and operational characteristics should be continuously and accurately 
measurable and controllable, 

recommends 

1 that the technical and operational requirements1 for aircraft earth stations of AMSS 
networks operating in the band 14-14.5 GHz given in Annexes 1 and 2 be used by administrations 
as a guideline for: 
� establishing conformance requirements for AES; 
� facilitating AES operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The characteristics of the typical aircraft earth stations need to fulfil the requirements described in this 

Recommendation and, further, need to be within the envelope of those initially published in the 
International Frequency Information Circular (BR IFIC) relating to the corresponding FSS network. In the 
case that the characteristics are outside of the envelope of those in the initial publication, the required 
coordination of such an aircraft earth station needs to be effected in accordance with the current 
provisions of the Radio Regulations (RR) and a modified Rule of Procedure as contained in § 2 of the 
Rules of Procedure relating to RR No. 11.32, as appropriate. 
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