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NOTES

1 ITU-T Recommendation H.100 was published in Fascicle III.6 of the Blue Book. This file is an extract from
the Blue Book. While the presentation and layout of the text might be slightly different from the Blue Book version, the
contents of the file are identical to the Blue Book version and copyright conditions remain unchanged (see below).

2 In this Recommendation, the expression “Administration” is used for conciseness to indicate both a
telecommunication administration and a recognized operating agency.

  ITU  1988, 1993

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from the ITU.
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Fascicle III.6 - Rec. H.100 1

Recommendation H.100
Fascicle III.6 - Rec. H.100

VISUAL TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

(former Recommendation H.61, Geneva, 1980;
amended at Malaga- Torremolinos, 1984

and at Melbourne, 1988)

1 Definition

The visual telephone service is generally a two-way telecommunication service which uses a switched
network of broadband analogue and/or digital circuits to establish connections among subscriber terminals, primarily
for the purpose of transmitting live or static pictures.

Special application one-way systems, e.g. surveillance and some information retrieval systems, or a non-
switched videoconference service, can be regarded as degenerate cases of the visual telephone service.

The visual telephone service also includes the associated speech.

2 Facilities to be offered

The design of the visual telephone service shall be such as to offer at least the following basic facilities:

a) Transmission of live pictures such as head and shoulders of one person or a small group of persons, with
moderate definition.

b) Transmission of the associated speech.

c) Transmission of graphics information such as drawings and documents with high definition (e.g. 625 lines
or 525 lines).

d) Video conference service, with or without the use of split-screen techniques.

The above-mentioned services shall, in general, be bi-directional, although uni-directional operation should be
possible. Also, some of the facilities can be omitted, if not required, in order to minimize costs.

Note – At the subscriber terminal, the use of ancillary equipments, e.g. for document reproduction, video tape
recordings, etc., shall be possible.

3 System parameters

3.1 Picture standards

3.1.1 The video standards of the subscriber sets shall be compatible with, readily convertible to, or identical to, the
local broadcast television standards.

3.1.2 Two classes of picture standards are recommended for the visual telephone system. They are given in
Table 1/H.100.
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