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FOREWORD

The CCITT (the International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Committee) is the permanent organ of
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). CCITT is responsible for studying technical, operating and tariff
questions and issuing Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide
basis.

The Plenary Assembly of CCITT which meets every four years, establishes the topics for study and approves
Recommendations prepared by its Study Groups. The approval of Recommendations by the members of CCITT between
Plenary Assemblies is covered by the procedure laid down in CCITT Resolution No. 2 (Melbourne, 1988).

Recommendation I.321 was prepared by Study Group XVIII and was approved under the Resolution No. 2
procedure on the 5 of April 1991.

___________________

CCITT  NOTES

1) In this Recommendation, the expression “Administration” is used for conciseness to indicate both a
telecommunication Administration and a recognized private operating agency.

2) A list of abbreviations used in this Recommendation can be found in Annex A.

  ITU  1991
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Preamble to B-ISDN Recommendations

In 1990, CCITT SG XVIII approved a first set of Recommendations on B-ISDN. These are:

I.113 – Vocabulary of terms for broadband aspects of ISDN

I.121 – Broadband aspects of ISDN

I.150 – B-ISDN asynchronous transfer mode functional characteristics

I.211 – B-ISDN service aspects

I.311 – B-ISDN general network aspects

I.321 – B-ISDN Protocol Reference Model and its application

I.327 – B-ISDN functional architecture

I.361 – B-ISDN ATM layer specification

I.362 – B-ISDN ATM Adaptation Layer (AAL) functional description

I.363 – B-ISDN ATM Adaptation Layer (AAL) specification

I.413 – B-ISDN user-network interface

I.432 – B-ISDN user-network interface – Physical Layer specification

I.610 – Operation and maintenance principles of B-ISDN access

These Recommendations address general B-ISDN aspects as well as specific service- and network-oriented
issues, the fundamental characteristics of the asynchronous transfer mode (ATM), a first set of relevant ATM oriented
parameters and their application at the user-network interface as well as impact on operation and maintenance of the B-
ISDN access. They are an integral part of the well established I-Series Recommendations. The set of Recommendations
are intended to serve as a consolidated basis for ongoing work relative to B-ISDN both within CCITT and in other
organizations. They may also be used as a first basis towards the development of network elements.

CCITT will continue to further develop and complete these Recommendations in areas where there are
unresolved issues and develop additional Recommendations on B-ISDN in the I-Series and other series in the future.
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