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ITU-T Recommendation J.90 

Electronic programme guides for delivery by digital cable television and similar 
methods - Reference operating scenario and requirements 

Summary 

This Recommendation specifies a reference operating scenario and a number of requirements 
applicable to Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) information delivered to the home by digital cable 
television and other similar distribution methods. 

Delivery of EPG information may be implemented through various operating scenarios; a typical 
scenario is described in Appendix I by way of an example and to serve as a reference. 

The importance of properly structured EPGs in which home viewers can readily navigate is 
becoming increasingly important with the current large increase in the number of programmes 
offered to the home, which is made possible by digital television delivery systems that employ bit 
rate reduction. This Recommendation is meant to catalyse the .development of an efficient structure 
for EPG information, conducive to user-friendly interactive navigation tools that will help viewers to 
find their way among EPG information. 

Source 

ITU-T Recommendation J.90 was revised by ITU-T Study Group 9 (1 997-2000) and approved under 
the WTSC Resolution 1 procedure on 18 May 2000. 
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FOREWORD 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of 
telecommunications. The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of 
ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, operating and tariff questions and issuing Recommendations 
on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis. 

The World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (WTSC), which meets every four years, 
establishes the topics for study by the ITU-T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on these 
topics. 

The approval of ITU-T Recommendations is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSC Resolution 1 .  

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T's purview, the necessary standards are 
prepared on a collaborative basis with IS0 and IEC. 

NOTE 

In this Recommendation, the expression "Administration" is used for conciseness to indicate both a 
telecommunication administration and a recognized operating agency. 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

ITU draws attention to the possibility that the practice or implementation of this Recommendation may 
involve the use of a claimed Intellectual Property Right. ITU takes no position concerning the evidence, 
validity or applicability of claimed Intellectual Property Rights, whether asserted by ITU members or others 
outside of the Recommendation development process. 

As of the date of approval of this Recommendation, ITU had not received notice of intellectual property, 
protected by patents, which may be required to implement this Recommendation. However, implementors are 
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information and are therefore strongly urged to consult the 
TSB patent database. 

O ITU 2001 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from ITU. 
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