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FOREWORD 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of 
telecommunications, information and communication technologies (ICTs). The ITU Telecommunication 
Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, 
operating and tariff questions and issuing Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing 
telecommunications on a worldwide basis. 

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), which meets every four years, 
establishes the topics for study by the ITU-T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on 
these topics. 
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  WTSA-08 – Resolution 2 1 

RESOLUTION 2 

ITU-T study group responsibility and mandates  
(Helsinki, 1993; Geneva, 1996; Montreal, 2000; Florianópolis, 2004; Johannesburg, 2008) 

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Johannesburg, 2008), 

recognizing 

the resolutions adopted by this assembly which contain many instructions and implications for the work of 
the relevant study groups, 

considering 

a) that the mandate for each study group needs to be clearly defined in order to avoid duplication of 
effort between study groups and to ensure the coherence of the overall work programme of the ITU 
Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T); 

b) that ITU-T has to evolve in order to stay relevant to the changing telecommunication environment 
and to its membership interests; 

c) that collocation of study group, working party or rapporteur group meetings could also be a means 
to avoid duplication of work and to improve efficiency of work; in practice, collocation enables: 
– attendees' participation in the work of more than one study group; 
– reduction in the need for exchange of liaison statements between the study groups concerned; 
– saving costs for ITU and for ITU members and other experts; 

d) that the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), through Resolution 22, 
assigns authority to the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) in the interval between 
WTSAs to restructure and establish ITU-T study groups in response to changes in the telecommunication 
marketplace, 

noting 

that the study group structure, responsibilities and mandates agreed at WTSA may be modified in the interval 
between WTSAs, and that the current study group structure, responsibility and mandates may be found on 
the ITU-T website or obtained from the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB), 

resolves 

1 that the mandate of each study group, which it shall use as the basis for organizing its study 
programme, shall consist of: 

– a general area of responsibility, as set out in Annex A, within which the study group may amend 
existing Recommendations, in collaboration with other groups, as appropriate; 

– a set of Questions related to particular areas of study, which are compatible with the general area of 
responsibility and which should be results-oriented (refer to Section 7 of Resolution 1 of this 
assembly); 

2 to encourage the study groups to consider collocation (e.g. of study group plenaries, working parties 
or rapporteur meetings) as a means to improve cooperation in some areas of work; the study groups involved 
will need to identify the areas in which they need to cooperate, based on their mandates, and keep TSAG and 
TSB informed, 
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2 WTSA-08 – Resolution 2 

instructs the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

to support and facilitate the operational aspects of such collocation. 

Annex A 
(to Resolution 2) 

PART 1 – GENERAL AREAS OF STUDY 

Study Group 2  
Operational aspects of service provision and telecommunication management 

Responsible for studies relating to: 

• principles of service provision, definition and operational requirements of service emulation;  
• numbering, naming, addressing and identification requirements and resource assignment including 

criteria and procedures for reservation, assignment and reclamation; 
• routing and interworking requirements;  
• human factors;  
• operational and management aspects of networks including network traffic management, 

designations, and transport-related operations procedures; 

• operational aspects of interworking between traditional telecommunication networks and evolving 
networks;  

• evaluation of feedback from operators, manufacturing companies and users on different aspects of 
network operation; 

• management of telecommunication services, networks, and equipment via management systems, 
including support for next-generation networks (NGN) and the application and evolution of the 
telecommunication management network (TMN) framework;  

• ensuring the consistency of the format and structure of IdM identifiers; and 
• specifying interfaces to management systems to support the communication of identity information 

within or between organizational domains. 

Study Group 3 
Tariff and accounting principles including related telecommunication economic and policy issues 

Responsible, among others, for studies relating to tariff and accounting matters (including costing 
methodologies) for international telecommunication services and study of related telecommunication 
economic, accounting and policy issues. To this end, Study Group 3 shall in particular foster collaboration 
among its members with a view to the establishment of rates at levels as low as possible consistent with an 
efficient service and taking into account the necessity for maintaining independent financial administration 
of telecommunications on a sound basis. 

Study Group 5 
Protection against electromagnetic environment effects 

Responsible for studies relating to protection of telecommunication networks and equipment from 
interference and lightning. 
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  WTSA-08 – Resolution 2 3 

Also responsible for studies related to electromagnetic compatibility (EMC), to safety and to health effects 
connected with electromagnetic fields produced by telecommunication installations and devices, including 
cellular phones. 

Responsible for studies on the existing copper network outside plant and related indoor installations. 

Study Group 9 
Television and sound transmission and integrated broadband cable networks 

Responsible for studies relating to: 
• use of telecommunication systems for contribution, primary distribution and secondary distribution 

of television, sound programmes and related data services including interactive services; 

• use of cable and hybrid networks, primarily designed for television and sound programme delivery 
to the home, as integrated broadband networks to also carry voice or other time-critical services, 
video on demand, interactive services, etc. 

Study Group 11 
Signalling requirements, protocols and test specifications 

Responsible for studies relating to signalling requirements and protocols, including those for IP-based 
networks, NGN, mobility, some multimedia related signalling aspects, ad hoc networks (sensor networks, 
RFID, etc.), QoS, and internetwork signalling for ATM, N-ISDN and PSTN networks. This also includes 
reference signalling architectures and test specifications for NGN and emerging networks (e.g., USN). 

Study Group 12 
Performance, QoS and QoE 

Responsible for Recommendations on performance, quality of service (QoS) and quality of experience 
(QoE) for the full spectrum of terminals, networks and services ranging from speech over fixed circuit-based 
networks to multimedia applications over networks that are mobile and packet based. Included in this scope 
are the operational aspects of performance, QoS and QoE. 

A special focus is given to interoperability to ensure end-to-end users' satisfaction. 

Study Group 13  
Future networks including mobile and NGN 

Responsible for studies relating to the requirements, architecture, evolution and convergence of future 
networks. Also includes NGN project management coordination across study groups and release planning, 
implementation scenarios and deployment models, network and service capabilities, interoperability, impact 
of IPv6, NGN mobility and network convergence, public data network aspects and network aspects of IdM. 
Responsible for studies relating to network aspects of mobile telecommunication networks, including 
International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT), wireless Internet, convergence of mobile and fixed 
networks, mobility management, mobile multimedia network functions, internetworking, interoperability and 
enhancements to existing ITU-T Recommendations on IMT. 

Study Group 15 
Optical transport networks and access network infrastructures 

Study Group 15 is responsible in ITU-T for the development of standards on optical transport networks and 
access network infrastructures, systems, equipment, optical fibres and cables, and their related installation, 
maintenance, test, instrumentation and measurement techniques, and control plane technologies to enable the 
evolution toward intelligent transport networks. This encompasses the development of related standards for 
the customer premises, access, metropolitan and long-haul sections of communication networks.  
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