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FOREWORD 

Iï’ü (Intemational Telecommunication Union) is the United Nations Specialized Agency in the field of 
telecommunications. The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of the ITU. 
Some 179 member countries, 84 telecom operating entities, 145 scientific and industrial organizations and 
38 international organizations participate in ITU-T which is the body which sets world telecommunications standards 
(Recommendations). 

The approval of Recommendations by the Members of ITU-T is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSC 
Resolution No. 1 (Helsinki, 1993). In addition, the World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (WTSC), 
which meets every four years, approves Recommendations submitted to it and establishes the study programme for the 
following period. 

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T’s purview, the necessary standards are prepared on a 
collaborative basis with I S 0  and IEC. The text of ITü-T Recommendation X.248 was approved on 21st of 
November 1995. The identical text is also published as ISOIIEC International Standard 9066-3. 

NOTE 

In this Recommendation, the expression “Administration” is used for conciseness to indicate both a telecommunication 
administration and a recognized operating agency. 

O ITU 1996 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from the ITU, except as noted in 
footnote I )  in Annex A. 
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Summary 
This Recommendation I International Standard provides the Protocol Implementation Conformance Statement (PICS) 
proforma for the Reliable Transger protocol specified in Recommendation X.228 (1988). The PICS proforma presents in 
tabular form the mandatory and optional elements of the Reliable Transfer protocol. 

Introduction 
This Recommendation 1 International Standard is one of a set of Recommendations I International Standards produced to 
facilitate the interconnection of information processing systems. It is related to other Recommendations and International 
Standards in the set as defined by the Reference Model for Open Systems Interconnection (see ITü-T Rec. X.200 I 
ISO/IEC 7498-1). The Reference Model subdivides the area of standardization for interconnection into a series of layers 
of specification, each of manageable size. 

The goal of Open Systems Interconnection is to allow, with a minimum of technical agreement outside the 
interconnection standards, the interconnection of information processing systems: 

- from different manufacturers; 

- under different managements; 
- 

- of different technologies. 

of different levels of complexity; and 

The Reliable Transfer Service Element (RTSE) is an application-service-element commonly used by a number of 
applications. RTSE provides for the reliable transfer of Application Protocol Data Units (APDUs) between open 
systems. It provides an application-independent mechanism to recover from communication and end-system failure 
minimizing the amount of retransmission. 

To evaluate the conformance of a particular implementation, it is necessary to have a description of the capabilities and 
options which have been implemented. Such a description is called a Protocol Implementation Conformance Statement 
(PICS). 

This Recommendation I International Standard includes the PICS proforma for the reliable transfer protocol as defined in 
CCITT Rec. X.228 (1988) I ISO/IEC 9066-2:1989. 
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