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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). ISO's technical work is normally carried out through ISO technical committees in which 
each ISO member body has the right to be represented. International organizations, governmental and 
nongovernmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 

In order to respond to urgent market requirements, ISO has also introduced the possibility of preparing 
documents through a workshop mechanism, external to its normal committee processes. These documents 
are published by ISO as International Workshop Agreements. Proposals to hold such workshops may come 
from any source and are subject to approval by the ISO Technical Management Board which also designates 
an ISO member body to assist the proposer in the organization of the workshop. International Workshop 
Agreements are approved by consensus amongst the individual participants in such workshops. Although it is 
permissible that competing International Workshop Agreements exist on the same subject, an International 
Workshop Agreement shall not conflict with an existing ISO or IEC standard. 

An International Workshop Agreement is reviewed after three years, under the responsibility of the member 
body designated by the Technical Management Board, in order to decide whether it will be confirmed for a 
further three years, transferred to an ISO technical body for revision, or withdrawn. If the International 
Workshop Agreement is confirmed, it is reviewed again after a further three years, at which time it must be 
either revised by the relevant ISO technical body or withdrawn. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

International Workshop Agreement IWA 8 was drafted at a workshop held in Paris, France, in October 2009. 
The workshop, which was proposed by the Institut du Verre and mandated by the International Crystal 
Federation (ICF) and its European arm European Domestic Glass (EDG), was organized jointly by the Institut 
du Verre and the Association Française de Normalisation (AFNOR). 
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Introduction 

This International Workshop Agreement is intended to provide a generic definition and classification of glass 
clarity to permit a global understanding of consumer quality requirements, with a corresponding method to 
measure glass clarity. 

For glass clarity, spectrophotometric measurement is performed in accordance with CIE 15:2004 with a 
predefined choice of illuminate and observer. Measurement on the sample at two different thicknesses permits 
calculation of internal transmission for a defined intermediate thickness and indicates glass clarity irrespective 
of the refractive index value. The same methodology applies for all mineral glasses. 

This method has been verified in accordance with visual inspection with a light cabinet. In addition, preliminary 
collaborative studies have confirmed the results of these measurements as being coherent with both 
consumer perception and quality recognition. 

As it is well known that iron is by far the main contaminant of glass raw materials affecting the transparency 
and colorimetric purity of the glass, the iron content has been considered as an additional criterion. 
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