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Preface

Copyright, Licence Notice and Acknowledgment of Country

© Commonwealth of Australia and the States and Territories of Australia 2026, published by the Australian Building Codes
Board (www.abcb.gov.au)

The material in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence, with the
exception of:

e any third party material
e any trade marks, and
e any images or photographs.

More information on this CC BY license is set out at the Creative Commons Website.

Attribution

Use of all or part of this publication must include the following attribution: The National Construction Code 2025 was
provided by the Australian Building Codes Board under the CC BY 4.0 licence.

Disclaimer
By accessing or using this publication, you agree to the following:

While care has been taken in the preparation of this publication, it may not be complete or up-to-date. You can ensure that
you are using a complete and up-to-date version by checking the Australian Building Codes Board website (abcb.gov.au).

The Australian Building Codes Board, the Commonwealth of Australia and States and Territories of Australia do not accept
any liability, including liability for negligence, for any loss (howsoever caused), damage, injury, expense or cost incurred
by any person as a result of accessing, using or relying upon this publication, to the maximum extent permitted by law. No
representation or warranty is made or given as to the currency, accuracy, reliability, merchantability, fithess for any purpose
or completeness of this publication or any information which may appear on any linked websites, or in other linked
information sources, and all such representations and warranties are excluded to the extent permitted by law.

This publication is not legal or professional advice. Persons rely upon this publication entirely at their own risk and must
take responsibility for assessing the relevance and accuracy of the information in relation to their particular circumstances.

Acknowledgment of Country

The Australian Building Codes Board acknowledges First Nations peoples as the Traditional Custodians and Lore Keepers
of the oldest living culture. We recognise First Nations peoples as the first builders on this land and acknowledge their
continuing connection to country. We pay respects to their Elders past and present and extend that respect to all First
Nations peoples.
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Preface

About the NCC

The NCC is Australia’s primary set of technical design and construction provisions for buildings. As a performance-based
code, it sets the minimum required level for the safety, health, amenity, accessibility and sustainability of certain buildings.
It primarily applies to the design and construction of new buildings, and plumbing and drainage systems in new and existing
buildings. In some cases it may also apply to structures associated with buildings and new building work or new plumbing
and drainage work in existing buildings.

The Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB), on behalf of the Australian Government and each State and Territory
government, produces and maintains the NCC. When determining the content of the NCC, the ABCB seeks to—

e ensure requirements have a rigorously tested rationale; and
o effectively and proportionally address applicable issues; and
e create benefits to society that outweigh costs; and

e consider non-regulatory alternatives; and

e consider the competitive effects of regulation; and

e not be unnecessarily restrictive.

The primary users of the NCC include architects, builders, plumbers, building surveyors, hydraulic consultants, engineers
and other building and plumbing related professions and trades.

Format of the NCC

The NCC is published in three volumes. The Building Code of Australia (BCA) is Volumes One and Two of the NCC and
the Plumbing Code of Australia (PCA) is Volume Three of the NCC.

Components of the NCC

The NCC provides the technical provisions for the design and construction of buildings and other structures, and plumbing
and drainage systems.

NCC Volume One primarily covers the design and construction of multi-residential, commercial, industrial and public
assembly buildings and some associated structures.

NCC Volume Two primarily covers the design and construction of smaller scale buildings including houses, small sheds,
carports and some associated structures.

NCC Volume Three covers the design, construction and maintenance of plumbing and drainage systems in new and
existing buildings.

Each volume contains—

e Governing Requirements; and

e Performance Requirements; and

e compliance options to meet the NCC requirements; and
e State and Territory variations and additions.

The NCC uses building classifications to identify requirements for different intended purposes of buildings or parts of
buildings. A building classification relates to the characteristics and the intended use of the building. Information on building
classifications is found in Part A6 of the Governing Requirements.

Legislative arrangements and the NCC

The NCC is given legal effect through State and Territory, or other statutory authority, building and plumbing legislation.
These Acts and Regulations set out the legal framework and administration mechanisms for the NCC to support the design

and construction of buildings. Documents
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The dates of adoption of the NCC are determined by State and Territory building and plumbing administrations.

How to use the NCC

Each volume of the NCC is split into two main sections:
e Administrative requirements contained within the Governing Requirements.
e Technical requirements contained within the remaining sections of the NCC.

The Governing Requirements provide the rules and instructions for using and complying with the NCC. They are vital in
understanding how the technical requirements of the NCC should be applied to any particular situation. The Governing
Requirements are also important in understanding how the NCC fits with the building and plumbing regulatory framework
within Australia.

NCC clause humbering system

The NCC uses a uniform clause numbering system across each of its three volumes. This system is called Section-Part-
Type-Clause (SPTC). In each clause number—

¢ The first letter indicates which NCC Section sits within, or if the letter S is used, that the clause is part of a Specification.
The letter S is used in place of a Section indicator because the same Specification may be called up in several different
Sections of the NCC.

e The first number indicates the number of each Part within a Section, or the number of a Specification. Parts are
numbered sequentially within each Section, starting at 1. Specifications are numbered sequentially across all three
volumes, also starting at 1.

e The second letter indicates the clause Type. It will be G, O, F, P, V, D or C and these are explained below.
e The second number is the clause number within each Part or Specification.

The clause Types used in the NCC are as follows:

e G = Governing requirement (mandatory)

e O = Objective (guidance)

e F = Functional Statement (guidance)

e P = Performance Requirement (mandatory)

e V = Verification Method (optional)

e D = Deemed-to-Satisfy Provision (optional)

e C = Clause in a Specification (clauses in Specifications may be mandatory or optional, depending on how the
Specification is called up by the NCC).

Informative parts of the NCC (e.g. Introduction to the NCC) are not numbered and do not have numbered paragraphs.
This helps make it easy to see that their content is information only and does not contain any regulatory requirements.
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About NCC Volume One

NCC Volume One contains technical design and construction requirements for all Class 2 to 9 buildings (multi-residential,
commercial, industrial, and public assembly buildings) and their associated structures.

NCC Volume One contains the requirements for—
e all Class 2 to 9 buildings; and
e access requirements for people with a disability in Class 1b and 10a buildings; and

e certain Class 10b structures including access requirements for people with a disability in Class 10b swimming pools.

Components of NCC Volume One
NCC Volume One contains the following Sections:
e Section A— Governing Requirements
e Section B — Structure
e Section C — Fire resistance
e Section D — Access and egress
e Section E — Services and equipment
e Section F — Health and amenity
e Section G — Ancillary provisions
e Section | — Special use buildings
e Section J — Energy efficiency
e Schedules—
=  Abbreviations and symbols
= Definitions
= Referenced documents
= State and Territory variations and additions

Section A contains the mandatory Governing Requirements for the NCC. Sections B to G and | to J contain the mandatory
Performance Requirements and the pathways that can be used to comply with the NCC.

There is no Section H in NCC Volume One because the letter ‘H’ is used in NCC Volume Two. This avoids number clashes
between NCC Volume One and NCC Volume Two.
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Table 1 sets out the number and title of each NCC Specification, along with the clauses in each NCC Volume that refer to
the Specification.

Table 1:

List of NCC Specifications

References

Vols. One, Two and Housing

Vol. Three

Fire resistance of building elements

Provisions

A5G5; A5G6; C4D15; S2C1;
S9C2

A5G5; A5G6

Description of materials referred to in Specification 1

A5G5; A5G6; C4D15; S1C2;
S9C2

A5G5; A5G6

Fire hazard properties (determination)

A5G6

A5G6

Design of buildings in cyclonic areas

B1D3

Fire-resisting construction

C2D2; C2D10; C3D6; C3D8;
C3D9; C3D10; C3D11;
C3D13; C4D6; C4DS8;
C4D13; C4D15; D2D13;
E1D5; G3D6; S17C11;
S18C4; S31C3

Structural tests for lightweight construction

B1D4; C2D9; S5C23; S14C2;
S32C2; S32C3; Housing
Provisions 9.3.1

Fire hazard properties (requirements)

C2D11; C2D14; S3C2;
S14C2; S19C7; S32C6

Performance of external walls in fire

C2D12

Cavity barriers for fire-protected timber

C2D13; C4D16; S5C11;
S5C20

10

Fire-protected timber

S1C2

11

Smoke-proof walls in health-care and residential care
buildings

C3D6; C3D15; C4D12;
E2D11

12

Fire doors, smoke doors, fire windows and shutters

C4D5; G3D4; S11C2; S11C3

13

Penetration of walls, floors and ceilings by services

C4D15

14

Non-required stairways, ramps and escalators

C2D11; D2D17

15

Braille and tactile signs

D4D7; S27C10

16

Accessible water entry/exit for swimming pools

D4D11

17

Fire sprinkler systems

C1V3; C2D6; C2D13; C3D2;
C3D4; C3D7; C3D8; C4D6;
C4D7; C4D8; C4D9; C4D12;
D2D4; D2D17; E1D4; E2DS;
E2D9; E2D10; E2D11;
E2D13; E2D14; E2D15;
E2D16; E2D17; E2D19;
E2D20; G3D1; G3D6; G6D6;
[1D2; S5C10; S5C11; S5C14;
S5C18; S5C19; S5C20;
S5C21; S5C22; S5C24;
S7C3; S7C4; S19C11;
S20C3; S20C4; S20C5;

S31C2 D|0
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