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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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This edition of NFPA 1003, Standard for Airport Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, was pre-
pared by the Technical Committee on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, released by the
Technical Correlating Committee on Professional Qualifications, and acted on by NFPA at its
NovemberAssociation Technical Meeting held November 13–17, 2004, in Miami Beach, FL. It was
issued by the Standards Council on January 14, 2005, with an effective date of February 7, 2005,
and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1003 was approved as an American National Standard on February 7,
2005.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1003
In 1972, the Joint Council of National Fire Service Organizations (JCNFSO) created the

National Professional Qualifications Board for the Fire Service (NPQB) to facilitate the devel-
opment of nationally applicable performance standards for uniformed fire service personnel.
On December 14, 1972, the Board established four technical committees to develop those
standards using the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards-making system.
The initial committees addressed the following career areas: fire fighter, fire officer, fire
service instructor, and fire inspector and investigator.

The Committee on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications met regularly from 1976 to
1978 to produce the first edition of this document. Adopted by the Association in 1978, NFPA
1003 was the third in the series of fire fighter professional qualifications standards.

The original concept of the professional qualification standards, as directed by the JCNFSO
and the NPQB, was to develop an interrelated set of performance standards specifically for the fire
service. The various levels of achievement in the standards were to build upon each other within a
strictly defined career ladder. In the late 1980s, revisions of the standards recognized that the
documents should stand upon their own merit in terms of job performance requirements for a
given field. Accordingly, the strict career ladder concept was abandoned, except for the progres-
sion from fire fighter to fire officer. The later revisions, therefore, facilitated the use of the docu-
ments by other than the uniformed fire services.

In 1990, responsibility for the appointment of professional qualifications committees and
the development of the professional qualifications standards was assumed by the NFPA. The
Correlating Committee for Professional Qualifications Standards was appointed by the NFPA
Standards Council in 1990 and assumed the responsibility for coordinating the requirements
of all of the professional qualifications documents.

The intent of the technical committee was to develop clear and concise job performance
requirements that can be used to determine that an individual, when measured to the stan-
dard, possesses the skills and knowledge to perform as an airport fire fighter. The committee
further contends that these job performance requirements can be used in any fire depart-
ment in any city, town, or private organization throughout North America.

Changes in the standard for the 2005 edition include the requirement that for certifica-
tion as an airport fire fighter, the candidate meet the requirements for Fire Fighter II defined
in NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications.

The 2005 edition includes changes to bring the standard in conformance with the NFPA
Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents requirements. The Technical Commit-
tee would like to thank the members of the Airport Fire Fighter Task Group who provided
them with valuable time and expertise in the development of this document. These individu-
als are Hugh Pike, Chair; Kenneth Gilliam; Jim Goodbread; Don Hilderbrand; Jim Hotell;
Bob Lindstrom; Greg Ranard; and Gary Schott.
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any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for the management of the NFPA
Professional Qualifications Project and documents related to professional qualifications for fire service,
public safety, and related personnel.
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NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on professional compe-
tence required of fire fighters.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document.As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition of
the source documents for mandatory extracts are given in Chap-
ter 2 and those for nonmandatory extracts are given in Annex D.
Editorial changes to extracted material consist of revising refer-
ences to an appropriate division in this document or the inclu-
sion of the document number with the division number when
the reference is to the original document. Requests for interpre-
tations or revisions of extracted text shall be sent to the technical
committee responsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex D.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope. This standard identifies the minimum job perfor-
mance requirements for the airport fire fighter who is respon-
sible for aircraft rescue and fire fighting.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1 The purpose of this standard is to specify the minimum
job performance requirements for service as an airport fire fighter.

1.2.2 It is not the intent of this standard to restrict any juris-
diction from exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.3 Units.

1.3.1 In this standard, metric values for measurement are
followed by an equivalent in U.S. units. Either set of values can
be used, but the same set of values (either metric or U.S. units)
shall be used throughout.

1.3.2 Conversion values for SI units and U.S. units are found
in Table 1.3.2.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 472, Standard for Professional Competence of Responders to
Hazardous Materials Incidents, 2002 edition.

NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifica-
tions, 2002 edition.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety
and Health Program, 2002 edition.

NFPA 1582, Standard on Comprehensive Occupational Medical
Program for Fire Departments, 2003 edition.

2.3 Other Publications. (Reserved)

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1* General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements
of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials, an
installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.4 Standard. A document, the main text of which contains
only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate
requirements and which is in a form generally suitable for
mandatory reference by another standard or code or for adop-
tion into law. Nonmandatory provisions shall be located in an
appendix or annex, footnote, or fine-print note and are not to
be considered a part of the requirements of a standard.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Aircraft Accident. An occurrence associated with the
operation of an aircraft that takes place between the time any
person boards the aircraft with the intention of flight and un-
til all such persons have disembarked and in which any person
suffers death or serious injury or in which the aircraft receives
substantial damage. [403, 2003]

3.3.2 Aircraft Incident. An occurrence, other than an acci-
dent associated with the operation of an aircraft, that affects or
could affect continued safe operation if not corrected. An in-
cident does not result in serious injury to persons or substan-
tial damage to aircraft. [402, 2002]

3.3.3 Airport Fire Fighter. The Fire Fighter II who has demon-
strated the skills and knowledge necessary to function as an inte-
gral member of an aircraft rescue and fire-fighting (ARFF) team.

Table 1.3.2 Conversions

Quantity
SI Unit/
Symbol

U.S. Unit/
Symbol

Conversion
Factor

Length millimeter/mm inch/in. 1 in. = 25.4 mm
meter/m foot/ft 1 ft = 0.305 m

Area sq meter/m2 sq foot/ft2 1 ft2 = 0.0929 m2
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3.3.4 Critical Rescue and Fire-Fighting Access Area. The rect-
angular area surrounding any runway within which most aircraft
accidents can be expected to occur on airports. Its width extends
150 m (500 ft) from each side of the runway centerline, and its
length is 1000 m (3300 ft) beyond each runway end. [403, 2003]

3.3.5 Dangerous Goods. Articles or substances that are ca-
pable of posing a significant risk to health, safety, or property
when transported by air and that are classified and outlined in
the International Air Transport Association (IATA) Dangerous
Goods Manual/ Regulations.

3.3.6 Fire Department. An organization providing rescue,
fire suppression, and related activities, including any public,
governmental, private, industrial, or military organization en-
gaging in this type of activity. [1002, 2003]

3.3.7* Hazardous Area. For an aircraft, the area inside 23 m
(75 ft) from any external surface of the aircraft.

3.3.8 Job Performance Requirement (JPR). A statement that
describes a specific job task, lists the items necessary to com-
plete the task, and defines measurable or observable out-
comes and evaluation areas for the specific task. [1000, 2000]

3.3.9* National Defense Area. An area established on nonfed-
eral lands located in the United States, its territories, or its
possessions for the purpose of safeguarding classified defense
information or protecting Department of Defense (DOD)
equipment, material, or both.

3.3.10 Practical Critical Fire Area (PCA). This area is two-
thirds of the Theoretical Critical Fire Area (TCA). [402, 2002]
(See also 3.3.15, Theoretical Critical Fire Area.)

3.3.11* Proximity Personal Protective Equipment (PrPPE). A
protective ensemble consisting of approved proximity protec-
tive clothing, self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), and
personal alert safety systems (PASS).

3.3.12 Requisite Knowledge. Fundamental knowledge one
must have in order to perform a specific task. [1031, 2003]

3.3.13 Requisite Skills. The essential skills one must have in
order to perform a specific task. [1031, 2003]

3.3.14 Task. A specific job behavior or activity. [1002, 2003]

3.3.15 Theoretical Critical Fire Area (TCA). The theoretical
critical fire area (TCA) is a rectangle, the longitudinal dimen-
sion of which is the overall length of the aircraft, and the width
includes the fuselage and extends beyond it by a predeter-
mined set distance that is dependent on the overall width.
Therefore, the aircraft length multiplied by the calculated
width equals the size of the TCA. [402, 2002]

3.3.16 Zone. One of the sections of an area created for a
particular purpose.

3.3.16.1* Cold Zone. The hazard-free area around an inci-
dent.

3.3.16.2* Hot Zone. The control zone immediately sur-
rounding a hazardous materials incident that extends far
enough to prevent adverse effects from hazardous materi-
als releases to personnel outside the zone.

3.3.16.3* Warm Zone. The control zone at a hazardous ma-
terials incident site where personnel and equipment de-
contamination and hot zone support takes place.

Chapter 4 General Requirements

4.1* Certification. For certification as an airport fire fighter,
the candidate shall meet the requirements for Fire Fighter II
defined in NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Quali-
fications; first responder operational level defined in Chapter 5
of NFPA 472, Standard for Professional Competence of Responders to
Hazardous Materials Incidents; and the requirements for airport
fire fighter defined in this standard.

4.2 Safety.

4.2.1 Candidates shall safely complete job performance re-
quirements in accordance with recognized practices and pro-
cedures.

4.2.2 Candidates also shall meet all applicable occupational
safety and health requirements of the jurisdiction.

4.3 Job Performance Requirements.

4.3.1 Job performance requirements defined by this standard
shall be evaluated by individuals approved by the authority
having jurisdiction.

4.3.2 Job performance requirements shall not be required to
be mastered in the order in which they appear.

4.3.3 The local, state/provincial, or federal training program
shall establish the instructional priority and the training pro-
gram content to prepare individuals to meet the job perfor-
mance requirements of this standard.

4.3.4 Job performance requirements involving exposure to
products of combustion outside of the aircraft rescue and fire-
fighting (ARFF) vehicle shall be performed in PrPPE.

Chapter 5 Entrance Requirements

5.1 Entry Requirements. Prior to entering training to meet
the requirements of Chapter 5, the candidate shall meet the
following requirements:

(1) The minimum educational requirements established by
the authority having jurisdiction

(2) The age requirements established by the authority having
jurisdiction

(3) The medical requirements of NFPA 1582, Standard on Com-
prehensive Occupational Medical Program for Fire Departments

5.2 Physical Fitness Requirements.

5.2.1 Physical fitness requirements shall be developed and
validated by the authority having jurisdiction.

5.2.2 Physical fitness requirements shall be in compliance
with applicable equal opportunity regulations and other legal
requirements.

Chapter 6 Airport Fire Fighter

6.1 General.

6.1.1 Qualifications. For qualification as an airport fire
fighter, the candidate shall meet each of the job performance
requirements defined in this chapter.

6.1.1.1 Duties. These requirements shall be divided into three
major duties: response, fire suppression, and rescue.
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