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NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS 
 
 
NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”), of which the document 
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the 
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and 
interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and 
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or 
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Documents.  

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, 
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, 
or reliance on NFPA Documents. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness 
of any information published herein.  

In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other 
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any 
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment 
or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any 
given circumstances.  

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA 
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with 
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not 
be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.  
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS 
 

Updating of NFPA Documents  
Users of  NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be aware that these documents may be 

superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. 
An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments 
and any Errata then in effect. In order to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the 
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National 
Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed below. 

 
Interpretations of NFPA Documents  
A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be 

considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation. 
 
Patents  
The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in connection with an 

NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk 
of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA 
Documents. 

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in American National 
Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy: 

NOTICE:  The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may require use of an invention covered by 
patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential 
patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to 
grant licenses  under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of 
such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below. 

 
Law and Regulations  
Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its 

codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may 
not be construed as doing so. 

 
Copyrights  
NFPA Documents are copyrighted by the NFPA. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include both 

use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and methods. By 
making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to 
these documents.  

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term “adoption by reference” 
means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting authority should be 
noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested 
to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of 
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below. 

 
For Further Information  
All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its codes 

and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim 
Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the 
attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02169-7471; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org 

 
For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. 
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NFPA® 1003

Standard for

Airport Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications

2010 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1003, Standard for Airport Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, was
prepared by the Technical Committee on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications and re-
leased by the Technical Correlating Committee on Professional Qualifications. It was issued
by the Standards Council on October 27, 2009, with an effective date of December 5, 2009,
and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1003 was approved as an American National Standard on December 5,
2009.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1003
In 1972, the Joint Council of National Fire Service Organizations (JCNFSO) created the

National Professional Qualifications Board for the Fire Service (NPQB) to facilitate the devel-
opment of nationally applicable performance standards for uniformed fire service personnel.
On December 14, 1972, the Board established four technical committees to develop those
standards using the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards-making system.
The initial committees addressed the following career areas: fire fighter, fire officer, fire
service instructor, and fire inspector and investigator.

The Committee on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications met regularly from 1976 to
1978 to produce the first edition of this document. Adopted by the Association in 1978,
NFPA 1003 was the third in the series of fire fighter professional qualifications standards.

The original concept of the professional qualification standards, as directed by the JCN-
FSO and the NPQB, was to develop an interrelated set of performance standards specifically
for the fire service. The various levels of achievement in the standards were to build upon
each other within a strictly defined career ladder. In the late 1980s, revisions of the standards
recognized that the documents should stand on their own merit in terms of job performance
requirements for a given field. Accordingly, the strict career ladder concept was abandoned,
except for the progression from fire fighter to fire officer. The later revisions, therefore,
facilitated the use of the documents by other than the uniformed fire services.

In 1990, responsibility for the appointment of professional qualifications committees and the
development of the professional qualifications standards was assumed by NFPA. The Correlating
Committee for Professional Qualifications Standards was appointed by the NFPAStandards Coun-
cil in 1990 and assumed the responsibility for coordinating the requirements of all of the profes-
sional qualifications documents.

The intent of the technical committee was to develop clear and concise job performance
requirements that can be used to determine that an individual, when measured to the stan-
dard, possesses the skills and knowledge to perform as an airport fire fighter. The committee
further contends that these job performance requirements can be used in any fire depart-
ment in any city, town, or private organization throughout North America.

Changes in the standard for the 2005 edition included the requirement that for certifica-
tion as an airport fire fighter, the candidate meet the requirements for Fire Fighter II defined
in NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications.

The 2005 edition also included changes to bring the standard into conformance with the
Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents. The Technical Committee would like to
thank the members of theAirport Fire Fighter Task Group who provided them with valuable time
and expertise in the development of this document. These individuals are Hugh Pike, Chair;
Kenneth Gilliam; Jim Goodbread; Don Hilderbrand; Jim Hotell; Bob Lindstrom; Greg Ranard;
and Gary Schott.
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For the 2010 edition, a job-task analysis was completed by the committee to ensure that all the requirements were
still relevant given the ever-changing world of ARFF. In addition, the committee, as directed by the Technical Corre-
lating Committee, replaced the term certified with the term qualified. The committee has also added a skills mainte-
nance requirement for ARFF personnel. The most significant change in this edition is the elimination of proximity
personal protective equipment (PrPPE) from the minimum requirements. By setting the minimum at PrPPE, the
standard had eliminated the ability of the AHJ to decide, given varying situations, whether PPE was acceptable versus
PrPPE. The committee also removed Annex B from the document because it determined that the annex would be
better served in a document that was relevant to training, which this standard is not.
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Technical Correlating Committee on Professional Qualifications (PQU-AAC)

Michael J. McGovern, Chair
Lakewood Fire Department, WA [U]

Stephen P. Austin, State Farm Insurance Companies,
DE [I]

Rep. International Association of Arson Investigators,
Inc.

Richard W. Carlson, Okolona Fire Department, KY [U]
Rep. TC on Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Jim A. Crawford, Vancouver Fire Department, WA [U]
Rep. TC on Fire Marshal Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Douglas P. Forsman, Champaign Fire Department, IL [E]
Ernest J. Grant, North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center,
NC [U]

Rep. TC on Public Fire Educator Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Edward M. Hawthorne, Shell Oil Company, TX [U]
Rep. TC on Industrial Fire Brigades Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Ronald L. Hopkins, Eastern Kentucky University, KY [SE]
Rep. TC on Fire Service Instructor Professional
Qualifications

Jacklyn Kilby-Richards, Town of Groton Emergency
Dispatch, CT [U]

Rep. TC on Public Safety Telecommunicator
Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Wesley V. Kitchel, Santa Rosa Fire Department, CA [L]
Rep. TC on Fire Department Safety Technician
Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Barbara L. Koffron, Phoenix Fire Department, AZ [U]
F. Patrick Marlatt, Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute,
MD [SE]

Rep. TC on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Michael S. Mayers, Hilton Head Island Fire and Rescue,
SC [U]

Rep. TC on Rescue Technician Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Gerard J. Naylis, Penn Well Company, NJ [C]
Rep. TC on Fire Investigator Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Chris Neal, Fire Protection Publications, OK [M]
Rep. TC on Fire Officer Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

David K. Nelson, David K. Nelson Consultants, CA [SE]
Rep. TC on Wildfire Suppression Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

William E. Peterson, Plano, TX [M]
Rep. International Fire Service Training Association

Richard Powell, Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs,
MI [L]

Rep. TC on Accreditation & Certification Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Philip C. Stittleburg, La Farge Fire Department, WI [L]
Rep. National Volunteer Fire Council

Thomas B. Sturtevant, Texas Engineering Extension
Service, TX [E]

Rep. National Board on Fire Service Professional
Qualifications

Michael A. Wieder, Fire Protection Publications, OK [M]
Rep. TC on Incident Management Professional
Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Stephen Wilde, Certified Fleet Services, Inc., IL [U]
Rep. TC on Emergency Vehicle Mechanic Technicians
Professional Qualifications
(VL to Professional Qualifications Systems
Management)

Alternates

Jeffery C. Cash, City of Cherryville Fire Department,
NC [L]

(Alt. to P. C. Stittleburg)

Frederick W. Piechota, Jr., National Board on Fire Service
Professional Qualifications, MA [E]

(Alt. to T. B. Sturtevant)

Kendall Holland, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for the management of the NFPA
Professional Qualifications Project and documents related to professional qualifications for fire service,
public safety, and related personnel.
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Technical Committee on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications (PQU-FFQ)

F. Patrick Marlatt, Chair
Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute, MD [SE]

C. Gordon Henderson, Secretary
City of Rome Fire Department, GA [E]

Rep. Georgia State Firefighter’s Association, Inc.

Michael M. Athey, Shepherdstown Fire Department,
WV [L]
Charles F. Brush, Florida Division of the State Fire
Marshal, FL [SE]
David L. Clifford, U.S. Department of the Air Force,
FL [E]
J. T. Collier, City of Scottsdale Fire Department, AZ [L]
Thomas W. Connell, II, Vuance Inc., MA [M]
Collin J. DeWitt, Town of Gilbert Fire Department, AZ
[U]
Steven W. Edwards, Oklahoma State University, OK [SE]
David T. Endicott, Endicott & Associates, MD [U]
Alec Feldman, Fulcrum Consultants, Ireland [SE]

Rep. Organisation for Emergency Services
Management

David R. Fischer, State Fire Marshal, NV [SE]
Kenn Fontenot, LSU FETI, LA [L]

Rep. National Volunteer Fire Council
Gary Friedel, City of Jenks Fire Department, OK [U]
Carnie Hedgepeth, North Carolina Department of
Insurance, NC [SE]

Cheryl Horvath, Northwest Fire District, AZ [L]
Rep. International Association of Women in Fire
& Emergency Services

Charles E. “Ed” Kirtley, Fire Protection Publications,
OK [M]

Rep. International Fire Service Training Association
Keith A. Leonhard, U.S. Department of the Navy, NJ [L]
Henry Morse, Fire Service Testing Company, Inc.,
FL [RT]
Mickey Pophin, Texas Commission on Fire Protection,
TX [E]
Angel Rangel, Oklahoma State University, OK [SE]
Christina Spoons, Westmont Fire Department, IL [L]
John T. Wade, Gulf States Engineering, Inc., MS [SE]
Jacob Waldschmidt, City of Kenosha Fire Department,
WI [L]
Andrea A. Walter, Delmar Cengage Learning, VA [M]
Micheal A. Whelan, Salamander Technologies, Inc.,
MI [M]
Michael L. Young, Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance
Services, Inc., PA [I]

Alternates

Bob Allen, Oklahoma State University, OK [SE]
(Alt. to S. W. Edwards)

Jeffery C. Cash, City of Cherryville Fire Department,
NC [L]

(Alt. to K. Fontenot)
David A. Love, Jr., Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance
Services, Inc., PA [I]

(Alt. to M. L. Young)

Robert Singletary, City of Warner Robins Fire
Department, GA [E]

(Alt. to C. G. Henderson)
Michael A. Wieder, Fire Protection Publications, OK [M]

(Alt. to C. E. Kirtley)

Nonvoting

Glenn A. Gaines, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security/USFA, VA [U]

Kendall Holland, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on professional compe-
tence required of fire fighters.
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