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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that NFPA Standards may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendment and any Errata
then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section on NFPA’s
website. There, the document information pages located at the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards”
provide up-to-date, document-specific information including any issued Tentative Interim Amendments
and Errata.

To view the document information page for a specific Standard, go to http://www.nfpa.org/docinfo
to choose from the list of NFPA Standards or use the search feature to select the NFPA Standard
number (e.g., NFPA 101). The document information page includes postings of all existing Tentative
Interim Amendments and Errata. It also includes the option to register for an “Alert” feature to receive
an automatic email notification when new updates and other information are posted regarding the
document.
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the
National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe
practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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NFPA® 1072

Standard for

Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction Emergency Response
Personnel Professional Qualifications

2017 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1072, Standard for Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction Emergency
Response Personnel Professional Qualifications, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Hazardous
Materials Response Personnel and released by the Correlating Committee on Professional
Qualifications. It was issued by the Standards Council on November 11, 2016, with an effective date
of December 1, 2016, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1072 was approved as an American National Standard on December 1, 2016.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1072

The 2017 edition is the first edition of NFPA 1072. The initial request for a document focusing on
a hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction professional qualification was submitted by the
North American Fire Training Directors and a recommendation of the fire and emergency services
professional qualifications workshop in Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, in April 2011 to the NFPA
Standards Council. The Technical Committee for Hazardous Materials Response Personnel
welcomed the opportunity to develop this standard. NFPA 1072 identifies the minimum job
performance requirements (JPRs) for personnel at the scene of a hazardous materials/weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) incident, including the following levels: awareness, operations, operations
mission-specific, hazardous materials technician, and incident commander.

Dedication

The Technical Committee on Hazardous Materials Response Personnel dedicates this project to
Mr. Charles J. Wright, one of the original members of the Technical Committee. Charlie's leadership,
dedication, and collective contributions over the last 30 years were critical elements of all the
Committee’s projects, especially NFPA 1072. The greatest comment that we can make is but a simple
one: “Charlie Wright was a guy who made a difference.” We will miss you!
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NFPA 1072

Standard for

Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass
Destruction Emergency Response Personnel

Professional Qualifications

2017 Edition

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta‐
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex E. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other references
as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions of
extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee respon‐
sible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex E.

Chapter 1   Administration

1.1*  Scope.  This standard identifies the minimum job
performance requirements (JPRs) for personnel at the scene of
a hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
incident at the following levels: awareness, operations, opera‐
tions mission-specific, hazardous materials technician, and inci‐
dent commander.

1.2 Purpose.  The purpose of this standard is to specify the
minimum JPRs for service at the scene of a hazardous materi‐
als/weapons of mass destruction incident at the following
levels: awareness, operations, operations mission-specific,
hazardous materials technician, and incident commander.

1.2.1  This standard shall define personnel at the scene of a
hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction incident at
the following levels: awareness, operations, operations mission-
specific, hazardous materials technician, and incident
commander.

1.2.2  The intent of this standard shall be to ensure that
personnel at the scene of a hazardous materials/weapons of
mass destruction incident at the levels of awareness, operations,
operations mission-specific, hazardous materials technician,
and incident commander are qualified.

1.2.3*  This standard shall not address organization or
management responsibility.

1.2.4  It is not the intent of this standard to restrict any juris‐
diction from exceeding or combining these minimum require‐
ments.

1.2.5  JPRs for each level and position are the tasks personnel
shall be able to perform to carry out the job duties.

1.2.6*  Personnel at the scene of a hazardous materials/weap‐
ons of mass destruction incident at the levels of awareness,
operations, operations mission-specific, hazardous materials
technician, and incident commander shall remain current with
the general knowledge and skills and JPRs addressed for each
level or position of qualification.

1.3 Application.  The application of this standard is to specify
which requirements within the document shall apply to person‐
nel at the scene of a hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction incident at the following levels: awareness, opera‐
tions, operations mission-specific, hazardous materials techni‐
cian, and incident commander.

1.3.1  The JPRs shall be accomplished in accordance with the
requirements of the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) and all
applicable NFPA standards.

1.3.2  It shall not be required that the JPRs be mastered in the
order in which they appear. The AHJ shall establish instruc‐
tional priority and the training program content to prepare
personnel to meet the JPRs of this standard.

1.3.3*  Performance of each requirement of this standard shall
be evaluated by personnel approved by the AHJ.

1.3.4  The JPRs for each level or position shall be completed in
accordance with recognized practices and procedures or as
defined by law or by the AHJ.

1.3.5  Personnel assigned the duties at the awareness level shall
meet all the requirements defined in Chapter 4 prior to being
qualified. Personnel assigned the duties at the operations level
shall meet all the requirements defined in Chapter 5 prior to
being qualified. Personnel assigned the duties at the technician
level shall meet all the requirements defined in Chapter 7 prior
to being qualified. Personnel assigned the duties of incident
commander shall meet all the requirements defined in Chap‐
ter 8 prior to being qualified.

1.3.5.1  Personnel qualified at the operations level who are
assigned mission-specific duties of personal protection equip‐
ment (PPE), mass decontamination, technical decontamina‐
tion, evidence preservation and sampling, product control,
detection, monitoring, and sampling, victim rescue and recov‐
ery, and illicit laboratory incidents shall meet all the require‐
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ments defined in the applicable subsection within Chapter 6
prior to being qualified.

1.3.6  The AHJ shall provide personal protective clothing and
the equipment necessary to conduct assignments.

1.3.7  JPRs involving exposure to products of combustion shall
be performed in approved PPE.

1.3.8  Prior to training to meet the requirements of this stand‐
ard, personnel shall meet the following requirements:

(1) Educational requirements established by the AHJ
(2) Age requirements established by the AHJ
(3) Medical requirements established by the AHJ
(4) Job-related physical performance requirements estab‐

lished by the AHJ

1.3.9  Wherever in this standard the terms rules, regulations, poli‐
cies, procedures, supplies, apparatus, or equipment are referred to, it
is implied that they are those of the AHJ.

1.4 Units.  In this standard, equivalent values in SI units shall
not be considered as the requirement, as these values can be
approximate. (See Table 1.4.)

Chapter 2   Referenced Publications

2.1 General.  The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be
considered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications.  National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 704, Standard System for the Identification of the Hazards of
Materials for Emergency Response, 2017 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 U.S. Government Publications.  U.S. Government
Publishing Office, 732 North Capitol Street, NW, Washington,
DC 20401-0001.

Emergency Response Guidebook, Pipeline and Hazardous Materi‐
als Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, 2016.

Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 2332a, “Use of Weapons of Mass
Destruction.”

2.3.2 Other Publications.  Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Diction‐
ary, 11th edition, Merriam-Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.

NFPA 51, Standard for the Design and Installation of Oxygen–Fuel
Gas Systems for Welding, Cutting, and Allied Processes, 2013 edition.

NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code® , 2017 edition.

NFPA 472, Standard for Competence of Responders to Hazardous
Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction Incidents, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1000, Standard for Fire Service Professional Qualifications
Accreditation and Certification Systems, 2017 edition.

Chapter 3   Definitions

3.1 General.  The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall be
defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within the
context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

Table 1.4 U.S.–SI Conversion Factors

Quantity U.S. Unit/Symbol SI Unit/Symbol Conversion Factor

Length inch (in.) millimeter (mm) 1 in. = 25.4 mm
foot (ft) meter (m) 1 ft = 0.305 m

Area square foot (ft2) square meter (m2) 1 ft2 = 0.0929 m2 

Volume gallon (gal) liter (L) 1 gal = 3.785 l
quart (qt) liter (L) 1 qt = 0.9463 l

Weight pound (lb) gram (g) 1 lb = 453.6 g

Pressure atmosphere (atm) millimeters of mercury (mm Hg) 1 atm = 760 mm Hg
inches of mercury (in. Hg) millimeters of mercury (mm Hg) 1 in. Hg = 25.4 mm Hg
inches of water (in. H2O) millimeters of mercury (mm Hg) 1 in H2O = 1.87 mm Hg
pounds per square inch (psi) millimeters of mercury (mm Hg) 1 psi = 51.7 mm Hg
pounds per square inch (psi) bar 1 psi = 0.068 bar
pounds per square inch (psi) pascal (Pa) 1 psi = 6894.8 Pa

Radiation rad gray (Gy) 100 rad = 1 Gy
rem sievert (Sv) 100 rem = 1 Sv
curie (Ci) becquerel (Bq) 1 Bq = 2.7 × 10–11 Ci
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3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1*  Approved.  Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic‐
tion.

3.2.2*  Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ).  An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements
of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials,
an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3*  Listed.  Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the
authority having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of
products or services, that maintains periodic inspection of
production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evalua‐
tion of services, and whose listing states that either the equip‐
ment, material, or service meets appropriate designated
standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified
purpose.

3.2.4 Shall.  Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.5 Should.  Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.6 Standard.  An NFPA Standard, the main text of which
contains only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to
indicate requirements and that is in a form generally suitable
for mandatory reference by another standard or code or for
adoption into law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be
considered a part of the requirements of a standard and shall
be located in an appendix, annex, footnote, informational
note, or other means as permitted in the NFPA Manuals of
Style. When used in a generic sense, such as in the phrase
“standards development process” or “standards development
activities,” the term “standards” includes all NFPA Standards,
including Codes, Standards, Recommended Practices, and
Guides.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1*  Allied Professional.  That person who possesses the
knowledge, skills, and technical competence to provide assis‐
tance in the selection, implementation, and evaluation of tasks
at a hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
incident.

3.3.2 Analyze.  To identify a hazardous materials/weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) problem and determine likely behav‐
ior and harm within the training and capabilities of the emer‐
gency responder.

3.3.3 Assignment.  A job, task, role, or function to be
performed that can come from a supervisor or other estab‐
lished authority as determined by the authority having jurisdic‐
tion (AHJ) (e.g., hazardous materials technician, allied
professional, emergency response plans, or standard operating
procedures).

3.3.4 Awareness Level Personnel.  Personnel who, in the
course of their normal duties, could encounter an emergency
involving hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) and who are expected to recognize the presence of the
hazardous materials/WMD, protect themselves, call for trained
personnel, and secure the scene.

3.3.5 CANUTEC.  The Canadian Transport Emergency
Centre, operated by Transport Canada, that provides emer‐
gency response information and assistance on a 24-hour basis

for responders to hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.3.6 CHEMTREC.  A public service of the American Chemis‐
try Council that provides emergency response information and
assistance on a 24-hour basis for responders to hazardous mate‐
rials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.3.7 Competence.  Possessing knowledge, skills, and judg‐
ment needed to perform indicated objectives.

3.3.8*  Confined Space.  An area large enough and so config‐
ured that a person can enter and perform assigned work but
that has limited or restricted means for entry and exit and is
not designed for continuous human occupancy.

3.3.9 Container.  A receptacle, piping, or pipeline used for
storing or transporting material of any kind; synonymous with
“packaging” in transportation.

3.3.9.1 Bulk Transportation Containers.  Containers, includ‐
ing transport vehicles, having a liquid capacity of more than
119 gal (450 L), a solids capacity of more than 882 lb
(400 kg), or a compressed gas water capacity of more than
1001 lb (454 kg) that are either placed on or in a transport
vehicle or vessel or are constructed as an integral part of the
transport vehicle, including the following:a. cargo tanks
including nonpressure tanks — MC-306/DOT-406 or equiv‐
alent, low-pressure tanks — MC-307-DOT-407 or equivalent,
corrosive liquid tanks — MC-312/DOT-412 or equivalent,
high-pressure tanks — MC-331 or equivalent, and cryogenic
tanks — MC-338 or equivalent, compressed gas tubes trail‐
ers, and dry bulk cargo tanks; b. portable tanks such as inter‐
modal tanks, including nonpressure tanks, pressure tanks,
cryogenic tanks, and tube modules; c. tank cars including
nonpressure tank cars, pressure tanks cars, and cryogenic
tank cars; and d. ton containers.

3.3.9.2 Facility Storage Tanks.  Atmospheric and low-
pressure storage tanks; pressurized storage tanks; and cryo‐
genic storage tanks.

3.3.9.3 Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs).  Pressure,
nonpressure, and cryogenic rigid or flexible portable
containers, other than cylinders or portable tanks, designed
for mechanical lifting.

3.3.9.4 Nonbulk Containers.  Containers, including bags,
boxes, carboys, cylinders, drums, and Dewar flasks for cryo‐
genic liquids, having a liquid capacity of 119 gal (450 L) or
less, a solids capacity of 882 lb (400 kg) or less, or a
compressed gas water capacity of 1001 lb (454 kg) or less.

3.3.9.5 Pipeline.  A length of pipe including pumps, valves,
flanges, control devices, strainers, and/or similar equipment
for conveying fluids. [70:427.2]

3.3.9.6 Piping.  Assemblies of piping components used to
convey, distribute, mix, separate, discharge, meter, control,
or snub fluid flows. Piping also includes pipe-supporting
elements but does not include support structures, such as
building frames, bents, foundations, or any other equip‐
ment excluded from this standard. [51, 2013]

3.3.9.7*  Radioactive Materials Containers.  Excepted pack‐
aging, industrial packaging, Type A, Type B, and Type C
packaging for radioactive materials.
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3.3.10 Contaminant.  A hazardous material, or the hazardous
component of a weapon of mass destruction (WMD), that phys‐
ically remains on or in people, animals, the environment, or
equipment, thereby creating a continuing risk of direct injury
or a risk of exposure.

3.3.11 Contamination.  The process of transferring a hazard‐
ous material, or the hazardous component of a weapon of mass
destruction (WMD), from its source to people, animals, the
environment, or equipment, which can act as a carrier.

3.3.11.1 Cross Contamination.  The process by which a
contaminant is carried out of the hot zone and contami‐
nates people, animals, the environment, or equipment.

3.3.12 Control.  The procedures, techniques, and methods
used in the mitigation of hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) incidents, including containment, extin‐
guishment, and confinement.

3.3.12.1 Confinement.  Those procedures taken to keep a
material, once released, in a defined or local area.

3.3.12.2 Containment.  The actions taken to keep a material
in its container (e.g., to stop a release of the material or
reduce the amount being released).

3.3.12.3 Extinguishment.  To cause to cease burning.

3.3.13*  Control Zones.  The areas at hazardous materials/
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents within an estab‐
lished perimeter that are designated based upon safety and the
degree of hazard.

3.3.13.1 Cold Zone.  The control zone of hazardous materi‐
als/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents that
contains the incident command post and such other
support functions as are deemed necessary to control the
incident.

3.3.13.2 Decontamination Corridor.  The area usually located
within the warm zone where decontamination is performed.

3.3.13.3 Hot Zone.  The control zone immediately
surrounding hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruc‐
tion (WMD) incidents, which extends far enough to prevent
adverse effects of hazards to personnel outside the zone and
where only personnel who are trained, equipped, and
authorized to do assigned work are permitted to enter.

3.3.13.4*  Warm Zone.  The control zone at hazardous
materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents
where personnel and equipment decontamination and hot
zone support takes place.

3.3.14 Coordination.  The process used to get people who
might represent different agencies to work together integrally
and harmoniously in a common action or effort.

3.3.15*  Decontamination.  The physical and/or chemical
process of reducing and preventing the spread and effects of
contaminants to people, animals, the environment, or equip‐
ment involved at hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruc‐
tion (WMD) incidents.

3.3.15.1*  Emergency Decontamination.  The process of
immediately reducing contamination of individuals in
potentially life-threatening situations with or without the
formal establishment of a decontamination corridor.

3.3.15.2*  Gross Decontamination.  A phase of the decon‐
tamination process where significant reduction of the
amount of surface contamination takes place as soon as
possible, most often accomplished by mechanical removal of
the contaminant or initial rinsing from handheld hose lines,
emergency showers, or other nearby sources of water.

3.3.15.3*  Mass Decontamination.  The physical process of
reducing or removing surface contaminants from large
numbers of victims in potentially life-threatening situations
in the fastest time possible.

3.3.15.4*  Technical Decontamination.  The planned and
systematic process of reducing contamination to a level that
is as low as reasonably achievable.

3.3.16 Degradation.  A chemical action involving the molecu‐
lar breakdown of a protective clothing material or equipment
due to contact with a chemical.

3.3.17*  Demonstrate.  To show by actual performance.

3.3.18 Describe.  To explain verbally or in writing using stand‐
ard terms recognized by the hazardous materials/weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) response community.

3.3.19 Detection and Monitoring Equipment.  Instruments
and devices used to detect, classify, or quantify materials.

3.3.20 Dispersal Device.  Any weapon or combination of
mechanical, electrical, or pressurized components that is
designed, intended, or used to cause death or serious bodily
injury through the release, dissemination, or impact of toxic or
poisonous chemicals or their precursors, biological agent,
toxin or vector, or radioactive material.

3.3.21 Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG).  The reference
book, written in plain language, to guide emergency respond‐
ers in their initial actions at the incident scene, specifically the
Emergency Response Guidebook from the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Transport Canada, and the Secretariat of
Transport and Communications, Mexico.

3.3.22 Endangered Area.  The actual or potential area of expo‐
sure associated with the release of a hazardous materials/weap‐
ons of mass destruction (WMD).

3.3.23 Evaluate.  To assess or judge the effectiveness of a
response operation or course of action within the training and
capabilities of the emergency responder.

3.3.24 Evidence Preservation.  Deliberate and specific actions
taken with the intention of protecting potential evidence from
contamination, damage, loss, or destruction.

3.3.25 Example.  An illustration of a problem serving to show
the application of a rule, principle, or method (e.g., past inci‐
dents, simulated incidents, parameters, pictures, and
diagrams).

3.3.26*  Exposure.  The process by which people, animals, the
environment, property, and equipment are subjected to or
come in contact with a hazardous material/weapon of mass
destruction (WMD).

3.3.27 Exposures.  The people, animals, environment, prop‐
erty, and equipment that might potentially become exposed at
a hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
incident.
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3.3.28 Field Screening.  A set of procedures, to include at a
minimum nondestructive field testing to identify the presence
of explosive devices, radiological materials, flammable materi‐
als, volatile organic compounds (VOC), strong oxidizers, fluo‐
rides, or corrosives, that serves as a protective safety measure
prior to collection, transportation, and laboratory analysis.

3.3.29*  Fissile Material.  Material whose atoms are capable of
nuclear fission (capable of being split).

3.3.30 Harm.  Adverse effect created by being exposed to a
hazard.

3.3.31 Hazard.  Capable of causing harm or posing an unrea‐
sonable risk to life, health, property, or environment.

3.3.32*  Hazardous Material.  Matter (solid, liquid, or gas) or
energy that when released is capable of creating harm to
people, the environment, and property, including weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) as defined in 18 U.S. Code,
Section 2332a, as well as any other criminal use of hazardous
materials, such as illicit labs, environmental crimes, or indus‐
trial sabotage.

3.3.33*  Hazardous Materials Branch/Group.  The function
within an overall incident management system (IMS) that deals
with the mitigation and control of the hazardous materials/
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) portion of an incident.

3.3.34*  Hazardous Materials Officer.  The person who is
responsible for directing and coordinating all operations
involving hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) as assigned by the incident commander (IC).

3.3.35*  Hazardous Materials Response Team (HMRT).  An
organized group of trained response personnel operating
under an emergency response plan and applicable standard
operating procedures who perform hazardous material techni‐
cian level skills at hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.3.36*  Hazardous Materials Safety Officer.  The person who
works within an incident management system (IMS) (specifi‐
cally, the hazardous materials branch/group) to ensure that
recognized hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) safe practices are followed at hazardous
materials/WMD incidents.

3.3.37*  Hazardous Materials Technician.  Person who
responds to hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) incidents using a risk-based response process to
analyze a problem involving hazardous materials/WMD, plan a
response to the problem, implement the planned response,
evaluate progress of a planned response and adjust as needed,
and assist in terminating the incident.

3.3.38 Identify.  To select or indicate verbally or in writing
using standard terms to establish the fact of an item being the
same as the one described.

3.3.39 Incident.  An emergency involving the release or poten‐
tial release of hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruc‐
tion (WMD).

3.3.40 Incident Analysis.  The process of analyzing the risk at
an incident by identifying the materials and containers
involved, predicting the likely behavior of each container and
its contents, and estimating the potential harm or outcomes
associated with that behavior.

3.3.41*  Incident Commander (IC).  The individual responsi‐
ble for all incident activities, including the development of
strategies and tactics and the ordering and the release of
resources.

3.3.42 Incident Command System (ICS).  A component of an
incident management system (IMS) designed to enable effec‐
tive and efficient on-scene incident management by integrating
organizational functions, tactical operations, incident plan‐
ning, incident logistics, and administrative tasks within a
common organizational structure.

3.3.43*  Incident Management System (IMS).  A process that
defines the roles and responsibilities to be assumed by person‐
nel and the operating procedures to be used in the manage‐
ment and direction of emergency operations to include the
incident command system (ICS), unified command, multi‐
agency coordination systems, training, and management of
resources.

3.3.44*  Job Performance Requirement (JPR).  A written state‐
ment that describes a specific job task, lists the items necessary
to complete the task, and defines measurable or observable
outcomes and evaluation areas for the specific task.
[1000, 2017]

3.3.45 Match.  To provide with a counterpart.

3.3.46 Objective.  A goal that is achieved through the attain‐
ment of a skill, knowledge, or both, that can be observed or
measured.

3.3.47 Penetration.  The movement of a material through a
suit’s closures, such as zippers, buttonholes, seams, flaps, or
other design features of chemical-protective clothing, and
through punctures, cuts, and tears.

3.3.48 Permeation.  A chemical action involving the move‐
ment of chemicals, on a molecular level, through intact mate‐
rial.

3.3.49*  Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  The protec‐
tive clothing and respiratory protective equipment provided to
shield or isolate a person from the hazards encountered at
hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) inci‐
dent operations.

3.3.50 Plan.

3.3.50.1*  Emergency Response Plan (ERP).  A plan devel‐
oped by the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) with the
cooperation of all participating agencies and organizations,
including a jurisdiction with emergency responsibilities and
those outside the jurisdiction who have entered into
response/support agreements, that identifies goals and
objectives for that emergency type, agency roles, and overall
strategies

3.3.50.2*  Incident Action Plan (IAP).  An oral or written
plan approved by the incident commander (IC) containing
general objectives reflecting the overall strategy for manag‐
ing an incident for a specific time frame and target location.

3.3.50.3*  Site Safety and Control Plan.  A site-specific safety
document used within the incident command system (ICS)
to organize information important to hazardous materials
response operations.

3.3.51*  Planned Response.  The incident action plan, with
the site safety and control plan, consistent with the emergency
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response plan and/or standard operating procedures for a
specific hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) incident.

3.3.52 Predict.  To estimate or forecast the future behavior of
a hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
container and/or its contents within the training and capabili‐
ties of the emergency responder.

3.3.53*  Protective Clothing.  Equipment designed to protect
the wearer from thermal hazards, hazardous materials, or the
hazardous component of a weapon of mass destruction (WMD)
contacting the skin or eyes.

3.3.53.1 Ballistic Protective Clothing (BPC).  An item of
personal protective equipment (PPE) that provides protec‐
tion against specific ballistic threats by helping to absorb the
impact and reduce or prohibit penetration to the body from
bullets and steel fragments from handheld weapons and
exploding munitions.

3.3.53.2*  Chemical-Protective Clothing (CPC).  The ensemble
elements (garment, gloves, and footwear) provided to shield
or isolate a person from the hazards encountered during
hazardous materials/WMD incident operations.

3.3.53.2.1*  Liquid Splash–Protective Ensemble.  Multiple
elements of compliant protective clothing and equipment
products that when worn together provide protection from
some, but not all, risks of hazardous materials/WMD emer‐
gency incident operations involving liquids.

3.3.53.2.2*  Vapor-Protective Ensemble.  Multiple elements of
compliant protective clothing and equipment that when
worn together provide protection from some, but not all,
risks of vapor, liquid-splash, and particulate environments
during hazardous materials/WMD incident operations.

3.3.53.3*  High Temperature–Protective Clothing.  Protective
clothing designed to protect the wearer for short-term high
temperature exposures.

3.3.53.4*  Structural Fire-Fighting Protective Clothing.  The
fire-resistant protective clothing normally worn by fire fight‐
ers during structural fire-fighting operations, which includes
a helmet, coat, pants, boots, gloves, PASS device, and a fire-
resistant hood to cover parts of the head and neck not
protected by the helmet and respirator facepiece.

3.3.54 Public Safety Sampling.  The detection, monitoring, or
collection of a material for the purposes of determining the
hazards present and to guide public safety response decisions.

3.3.55 Qualified.  Having knowledge of the installation,
construction, or operation of apparatus and the hazards
involved.

3.3.56*  Respiratory Protection.  Equipment designed to
protect the wearer from the inhalation of contaminants.

3.3.57*  Response.  That portion of incident management in
which personnel are involved in controlling hazardous materi‐
als/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.3.58 Risk  The probability or threat of suffering a harm or
loss.

3.3.59 Risk-Based Response Process.  Systematic process by
which responders analyze a problem involving hazardous mate‐
rials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD), assess the hazards,

evaluate the potential consequences, and determine appropri‐
ate response actions based upon facts, science, and the circum‐
stances of the incident.

3.3.60*  Safety Data Sheet (SDS).  Formatted information,
provided by chemical manufacturers and distributors of
hazardous products, about chemical composition, physical and
chemical properties, health and safety hazards, emergency
response, and waste disposal of the material.

3.3.61*  Sampling.  The process of selecting materials to
analyze.

3.3.62 SETIQ.  The Emergency Transportation System for the
Chemical Industry in Mexico that provides emergency
response information and assistance on a 24-hour basis for
responders to emergencies involving hazardous materials/
weapons of mass destruction (WMD).

3.3.63 Stabilization.  The point in an incident when the
adverse behavior of the hazardous material, or the hazardous
component of a weapon of mass destruction (WMD), is
controlled.

3.3.64 Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).  A written direc‐
tive that establishes specific operational or administrative meth‐
ods to be followed routinely for the performance of a task or
for the use of equipment.

3.3.65 Surrounding Conditions.  Conditions to be taken into
consideration when identifying the scope of a hazardous mate‐
rials/WMD incident, including but not limited to topography;
land use, including utilities and fiber-optic cables; accessibility;
weather conditions; bodies of water, including recharge ponds;
public exposure potential; patient presentation; overhead and
underground wires and pipelines; storm and sewer drains;
possible ignition sources; adjacent land use such as rail lines,
highways, and airports; and the nature and extent of injuries.

3.3.66 Termination.  That portion of incident management
after the cessation of tactical operations in which personnel are
involved in documenting safety procedures, site operations,
hazards faced, and lessons learned from the incident and
include specifications for debriefing, post-incident analysis, and
critique in a specific sequence.

3.3.66.1 Debriefing.  An element of incident termination
that focuses on the following: (1) informing responders
exactly what hazmat they were (possibly) exposed to and the
signs and symptoms of exposure; (2) identifying damaged
equipment requiring replacement or repair; (3) identifying
equipment or supplies requiring specialized decontamina‐
tion or disposal; (4) identifying unsafe work conditions;
(5) assigning information-gathering responsibilities for a
post-incident analysis.

3.3.66.2 Post-Incident Analysis.  An element of incident
termination that includes completion of the required inci‐
dent reporting forms, determining the level of financial
responsibility, and assembling documentation for conduct‐
ing a critique.

3.3.66.3 Critique.  An element of incident termination that
examines the overall effectiveness of the emergency
response effort and develops recommendations for improve‐
ment.

3.3.67*  UN/NA Identification Number.  The four-digit
number assigned to a hazardous material/weapon of mass
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destruction (WMD)that is used to identify and cross-reference
products in the transportation mode.

3.3.68*  Weapon of Mass Destruction (WMD).  (1) Any
destructive device, such as any explosive, incendiary, or poison
gas bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more
than 4 oz (113 grams), missile having an explosive or incendi‐
ary charge of more than 0.25 oz (7 grams), mine, or similar
device; (2) any weapon involving toxic or poisonous chemicals;
(3) any weapon involving a disease organism; or (4) any
weapon that is designed to release radiation or radioactivity at a
level dangerous to human life.

3.3.68.1*  Radiological Weapons of Mass Destruction.

3.3.68.1.1*  Improvised Nuclear Device (IND).  An illicit
nuclear weapon that is bought, stolen, or otherwise
obtained from a nuclear state (that is, a national govern‐
ment with nuclear weapons), or a weapon fabricated from
fissile material that is capable of producing a nuclear explo‐
sion.

3.3.68.1.2*  Radiation Exposure Device (RED).  A devicein‐
tended to cause harm by exposing people to radiation with‐
out spreading radioactive material.

3.3.68.1.3*  Radiological Dispersal Device (RDD).  A device
designed to spread radioactive material through a detona‐
tion of conventional explosives or other means.

3.4 Operations Level Responder Definitions.

3.4.1 Mission-Specific Competencies.  The knowledge, skills,
and judgment needed by operations level responders who have
completed the operations level competencies and who are
designated by the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) to
perform mission-specific tasks, such as decontamination,
victim/hostage rescue and recovery, evidence preservation, and
sampling.

3.4.2*  Operations Level Responders.  Persons who respond
to hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
incidents for the purpose of implementing or supporting
actions to protect nearby persons, the environment, or prop‐
erty from the effects of the release.

3.4.3 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Perform Air
Monitoring and Sampling.  Persons, competent at the opera‐
tions level, who are assigned to implement air monitoring and
sampling operations at hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.4.4 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Perform
Evidence Preservation and Sampling.  Persons, competent at
the operations level, who are assigned to preserve forensic
evidence, take samples, and/or seize evidence at hazardous
materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents
involving potential violations of criminal statutes or govern‐
mental regulations.

3.4.5 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Perform Mass
Decontamination.  Persons, competent at the operations level,
who are assigned to implement mass decontamination opera‐
tions at hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) incidents.

3.4.6 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Perform Prod‐
uct Control.  Persons, competent at the operations level, who

are assigned to implement product control measures at hazard‐
ous materials/weapons of mass destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.4.7 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Perform Tech‐
nical Decontamination.  Persons, competent at the operations
level, who are assigned to implement technical decontamina‐
tion operations at hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.4.8 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Perform
Victim Rescue/Recovery.  Persons, competent at the opera‐
tions level, who are assigned to rescue and/or recover exposed
and contaminated victims at hazardous materials/weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) incidents.

3.4.9 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Respond to
Illicit Laboratory Incidents.  Persons, competent at the opera‐
tions level, who, at hazardous materials/weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) incidents involving potential violations of
criminal statutes specific to the illegal manufacture of metham‐
phetamines, other drugs, or weapon of mass destruction
(WMD), are assigned to secure the scene, identify the labora‐
tory/process, and preserve evidence.

3.4.10 Operations Level Responders Assigned to Use Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE).  Persons, competent at the oper‐
ations level, who are assigned to use personal protective equip‐
ment at hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) incidents.

Chapter 4   Awareness

4.1 General.

4.1.1  Awareness personnel are those persons who, in the
course of their normal duties, could encounter an emergency
involving hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) and who are expected to recognize the presence of the
hazardous materials/WMD, protect themselves, call for trained
personnel, and secure the area.

4.1.2*  Awareness personnel shall meet the job performance
requirements defined in Sections 4.2 through 4.4.

4.1.3 General Knowledge Requirements.  Role of awareness
personnel at a hazardous materials/WMD incident, location
and contents of the AHJ emergency response plan, and stand‐
ard operating procedures for awareness personnel.

4.1.4 General Skills Requirements. (Reserved)

4.2*  Recognition and Identification.

4.2.1  Recognize and identify the hazardous materials/WMD
and hazards involved in a hazardous materials/WMD incident,
given a hazardous materials/WMD incident, and approved
reference sources, so that the presence of hazardous
materials/WMD is recognized and the materials and their
hazards are identified.

(A)*  Requisite Knowledge.  What hazardous materials and
WMD are; basic hazards associated with classes and divisions;
indicators to the presence of hazardous materials including
container shapes,NFPA 704 markings,globally harmonized
system (GHS) markings, placards, labels, pipeline markings,
other transportation markings, shipping papers with emer‐
gency response information, and other indicators; accessing
information from the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG)
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(current edition) using name of the material, UN/NA identifi‐
cation number, placard applied, or container identification
charts; and types of hazard information available from the
ERG, safety data sheets (SDS), shipping papers with emergency
response information, and other approved reference sources.

(B)*  Requisite Skills.  Recognizing indicators to the presence
of hazardous materials/WMD; identifying hazardous
materials/WMD by name, UN/NA identification number, plac‐
ard applied, or container identification charts; and using the
ERG, SDS, shipping papers with emergency response informa‐
tion, and other approved reference sources to identify hazard‐
ous materials/WMD and their potential fire, explosion, and
health hazards.

4.3*  Initiate Protective Actions.

4.3.1  Isolate the hazard area and deny entry at a hazardous
materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD
incident, policies and procedures, and approved reference
sources, so that the hazard area is isolated and secured,
personal safety procedures are followed, hazards are avoided or
minimized, and additional people are not exposed to further
harm.

(A)*  Requisite Knowledge.  Use of the ERG, SDS, shipping
papers with emergency response information, and other
approved reference sources to identify precautions to be taken
to protect responders and the public; policies and procedures
for isolating the hazard area and denying entry; and the
purpose of and methods for isolating the hazard area and
denying entry.

(B)*  Requisite Skills.  Recognizing precautions for protecting
responders and the public; identifyingisolation areas, denying
entry, and avoiding minimizing hazards.

4.4 Notification.

4.4.1  Initiate required notifications at a hazardous
materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD
incident, policies and procedures, and approved communica‐
tions equipment, so that the notification process is initiated
and the necessary information is communicated.

(A) Requisite Knowledge.  Policies and procedures for notifi‐
cation, reporting, and communications; types of approved
communications equipment; and the operation of that equip‐
ment.

(B) Requisite Skills.  Operating approved communications
equipment and communicating in accordance with policies
and procedures.

Chapter 5   Operations

5.1 General.

5.1.1  Operations level responders are those persons who
respond to hazardous materials/weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) incidents for the purpose of implementing or support‐
ing actions to protect nearby persons, the environment, or
property from the effects of the release.

5.1.2  Operations level responders shall meet the job perform‐
ance requirements defined in Sections 4.2 through 4.4.

5.1.3  Operations level responders shall meet the job perform‐
ance requirements defined in Sections 5.2 through 5.6.

5.1.4  Operations level responders shall have additional
competencies that are specific to the response mission and
expected tasks as determined by the AHJ.

5.1.5 General Knowledge Requirements.  Role of operations
level responders at a hazardous materials/WMD incident; loca‐
tion and contents of AHJ emergency response plan and stand‐
ard operating procedures for operations level responders,
including those response operations for hazardous
materials/WMD incidents.

5.1.6 General Skills Requirements. (Reserved)

5.2*  Identify Potential Hazards.

5.2.1  Identify the scope of the problem at a hazardous materi‐
als/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD inci‐
dent, an assignment, policies and procedures, and approved
reference sources, so that container types, materials, location of
any release, and surrounding conditions are identified, hazard
information is collected, the potential behavior of a material
and its container is identified, and the potential hazards, harm,
and outcomes associated with that behavior are identified.

(A)*  Requisite Knowledge.  Definitions of hazard classes and
divisions; types of containers; container identification mark‐
ings, including piping and pipeline markings and contacting
information; types of information to be collected during the
hazardous materials/WMD incident survey; availability of ship‐
ping papers in transportation and of safety data sheets (SDS) at
facilities; types of hazard information available from and how
to contact CHEMTREC, CANUTEC, and SETIQ, governmental
authorities, and manufacturers, shippers, and carriers; how to
communicate with carrier representatives to reduce impact of a
release; basic physical and chemical properties, including boil‐
ing point, chemical reactivity, corrosivity (pH), flammable
(explosive) range [LFL (LEL) and UFL (UEL)], flash point,
ignition (autoignition) temperature, particle size, persistence,
physical state (solid, liquid, gas), radiation (ionizing and nonio‐
nizing), specific gravity, toxic products of combustion, vapor
density, vapor pressure, and water solubility; how to identify the
behavior of a material and its container based on the material's
physical and chemical properties and the hazards associated
with the identified behavior; examples of potential criminal
and terrorist targets; indicators of possible criminal or terrorist
activity for each of the following: chemical agents, biological
agents, radiological agents, illicit laboratories (i.e., clandestine
laboratories, weapons labs, ricin labs), and explosives; addi‐
tional hazards associated with terrorist or criminal activities,
such as secondary devices; and how to determine the likely
harm and outcomes associated with the identified behavior and
the surrounding conditions.

(B)*  Requisite Skills.  Identifying container types, materials,
location of release, and surrounding conditions at a hazardous
materials/WMD incident; collecting hazard information;
communicating with pipeline operators or carrier representa‐
tives; describing the likely behavior of the hazardous materials
or WMD and its container; and describing the potential
hazards, harm, and outcomes associated with that behavior and
the surrounding conditions.

5.3*  Identify Action Options.

5.3.1  Identify the action options for a hazardous
materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD
incident, an assignment, policies and procedures, approved
reference sources, and the scope of the problem, so that
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response objectives, action options, safety precautions, suitabil‐
ity of approved personal protective equipment (PPE) available,
and emergency decontamination needs are identified.

(A)*  Requisite Knowledge.  Policies and procedures for
hazardous materials/WMD incident operations; basic compo‐
nents of an incident action plan (IAP); modes of operation
(offensive, defensive, and nonintervention); types of response
objectives; types of action options; types of response informa‐
tion available from the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG),
safety data sheets (SDS), shipping papers with emergency
response information, and other resources; types of informa‐
tion available from and how to contact CHEMTREC, CANU‐
TEC, and SETIQ, governmental authorities, and
manufacturers, shippers, and carriers (highway, rail, water, air,
pipeline); safety procedures; risk analysis concepts; purpose,
advantages, limitations, and uses of approved PPE to determine
if PPE is suitable for the incident conditions; difference
between exposure and contamination; contamination types,
including sources and hazards of carcinogens at incident
scenes; routes of exposure; types of decontamination (emer‐
gency, mass, and technical); purpose, advantages, and limita‐
tions of emergency decontamination; and procedures, tools,
and equipment for performing emergency decontamination.

(B)*  Requisite Skills.  Identifying response objectives and
action options based on the scope of the problem and available
resources; identifying whether approved PPE is suitable for the
incident conditions; and identifying emergency decontamina‐
tion needs based on the scope of the problem.

5.4*  Action Plan Implementation.

5.4.1  Perform assigned tasks at a hazardous materials/WMD
incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD incident; an
assignment with limited potential of contact with hazardous
materials/WMD, policies and procedures, the scope of the
problem,approved tools, equipment, and PPE, so that protec‐
tive actions and scene control are established and
maintained,on-scene incident command is described, evidence
is preserved, approved PPE is selected and used in the proper
manner; exposures and personnel are protected; safety proce‐
dures are followed; hazards are avoided or minimized; assign‐
ments are completed; and gross decontamination of personnel,
tools, equipment, and PPE is conducted in the field.

(A)*  Requisite Knowledge.  Scene control procedures; proce‐
dures for protective actions, including evacuation and
sheltering-in-place; procedures for ensuring coordinated
communications between responders and to the public;
evidence recognition and preservation procedures; incident
command organization; purpose, importance, benefits, and
organization of incident command at hazardous
materials/WMD incidents; policies and procedures for imple‐
menting incident command at hazardous materials/WMD inci‐
dents; capabilities, limitations, inspection, donning, working in,
going through decontamination while wearing, doffing
approved PPE; signs and symptoms of thermal stress; safety
precautions when working at hazardous materials/WMD inci‐
dents; purpose, advantages, and limitations of gross decontami‐
nation; the need for gross decontamination in the field based
on the task(s) performed and contamination received, includ‐
ing sources and hazards of carcinogens at incident scenes;
gross decontamination procedures for personnel, tools, equip‐
ment, and PPE; and cleaning, disinfecting, and inspecting
tools, equipment, and PPE.

(B)*  Requisite Skills.  Establishing and maintaining scene
control; recognizing and preserving evidence; inspecting,
donning, working in, going through decontamination while
wearing, and doffing approved PPE; isolating contaminated
tools, equipment, and PPE; conducting gross decontamination
of contaminated personnel, tools, equipment, and PPE in the
field; and cleaning, disinfecting, and inspecting approved tools,
equipment, and PPE.

5.5 Emergency Decontamination.

5.5.1  Perform emergency decontamination at a hazardous
materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD
incident that requires emergency decontamination; an assign‐
ment; scope of the problem; policies and procedures; and
approved tools, equipment, and PPE for emergency decontami‐
nation, so that emergency decontamination needs are identi‐
fied, approved PPE is selected and used, exposures and
personnel are protected, safety procedures are followed,
hazards are avoided or minimized, emergency decontamina‐
tion is set up and implemented, and victims and responders are
decontaminated.

(A) Requisite Knowledge.  Contamination, cross contamina‐
tion, and exposure; contamination types; routes of exposure;
types of decontamination (emergency, mass, and technical);
purpose, advantages, and limitations of emergency decontami‐
nation; policies and procedures for performing emergency
decontamination; approved tools and equipment for emer‐
gency decontamination; and hazard avoidance for emergency
decontamination.

(B) Requisite Skills.  Selecting an emergency decontamina‐
tion method; setting up emergency decontamination in a safe
area; using PPE in the proper manner; implementing emer‐
gency decontamination; preventing spread of contamination;
and avoiding hazards during emergency decontamination.

5.6*  Progress Evaluation and Reporting.

5.6.1  Evaluate and report the progress of the assigned tasks
for a hazardous materials/WMD incident, given a hazardous
materials/WMD incident, an assignment, policies and proce‐
dures, status of assigned tasks, and approved communication
tools and equipment, so that the effectiveness of the assigned
tasks is evaluated and communicated to the supervisor, who can
adjust the IAP as needed.

(A)*  Requisite Knowledge.  Components of progress reports;
policies and procedures for evaluating and reporting progress;
use of approved communication tools and equipment; signs
indicating improving, static, or deteriorating conditions based
on the objectives of the action plan; and circumstances under
which it would be prudent to withdraw from a hazardous mate‐
rials/WMD incident.

(B)*  Requisite Skills.  Determining incident status; determin‐
ing whether the response objectives are being accomplished;
using approved communications tools and equipment; and
communicating the status of assigned tasks.

Chapter 6   Operations Mission-Specific

6.1 General.

6.1.1  Operations level responders assigned mission-specific
responsibilities at hazardous materials/WMD incidents are
those operations level responders designated by the AHJ to

Full document details: NFPA 1072 2017

http://avadocuments2026.com/doc/nfpa-1072-2017
http://avadocuments2026.com/doc/nfpa-1072-2017

