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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be
amended with the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is
intended that through regular revisions and amendments, participants in the NFPA standards
development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents, materials,
technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect
this consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current
NFPA Standard on the subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition
of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current
experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or
corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.
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ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be amended with the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is intended that through regular revisions and amendments,
participants in the NFPA standards development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents,
materials, technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect this
consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current NFPA Standard on the
subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended
by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in
time consists of the current edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or corrected by Errata, visit the
“Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe
practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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This edition of NFPA 1300, Standard on Community Risk Assessment and Community Risk Reduction
Plan Development, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Fire Prevention Organization and
Deployment. It was issued by the Standards Council on April 28, 2019, with an effective date of May
18, 2019.

This edition of NFPA 1300 was approved as an American National Standard on May 18, 2019.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1300

The 2020 edition is the first edition of NFPA 1300. The initial request for this document on
standardizing the process for developing a community risk reduction (CRR) plan was submitted by
the Vision 20/20 Project and was strongly supported by the Technical Committee on Fire Prevention
Organization and Deployment.

The request was timely as there has been a significant increase in interest in CRR at the national
level. Since NFPA 1730, Standard on Organization and Deployment of Fire Prevention Inspection and Code
Enforcement, Plan Review, Investigation, and Public Education Operations, already required users to
perform a community risk assessment (CRA), the technical committee determined that a separate
standard to cover both the CRA and CRR plan would be necessary to provide a sufficient level of
guidance for users to conduct these processes.

Assigning these processes their own standard also allowed the scope to expand beyond fire risks
and encompass all hazards. This standard addresses the steps required to complete a CRA and to
create, implement, and evaluate a CRR plan. Additionally, it includes how to assemble a CRR
organization and committee, form strategic partnerships, and use data to complete a CRA as well as
evaluate CRR activities.
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Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
organization, operation, deployment, and evaluation of code enforcement, public fire and
life safety education, plan review, and fire investigation operations. They shall also have
responsibility for documents related to developing the process to conduct Community Risk
Assessments and Reduction Programs.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta‐
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. Extracted text may be edited for consistency and
style and may include the revision of internal paragraph refer‐
ences and other references as appropriate. Requests for inter‐
pretations or revisions of extracted text shall be sent to the
technical committee responsible for the source document.

Information on referenced and extracted publications can
be found in Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1   Administration

1.1 Scope.   This standard shall have primary responsibility for
requirements on the process to conduct a community risk
assessment (CRA) and to develop, implement, and evaluate a
community risk reduction (CRR) plan.

1.1.1*   Conducting a CRA and developing a CRR plan involve
a community as defined by the authority having jurisdiction
(AHJ).

1.1.2   This standard contains minimum requirements for
conducting a CRA, developing and implementing a CRR plan,
and the ongoing evaluation of the CRR plan.

1.1.3   This standard identifies strategic and policy issues involv‐
ing the organization and deployment of a CRR program.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1   The purpose of this standard is to identify minimum
requirements and components for conducting a CRA, develop‐

ing and implementing a CRR plan, and the ongoing evaluation
of the CRR plan.

1.2.2   Nothing herein is intended to restrict any jurisdiction
from exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.3 Conflicts.   The provisions of this standard shall not super‐
sede any provisions of local, state, provincial, tribal, or federal
law.

1.4 Equivalency.   Nothing in this standard is intended to
prohibit the use of systems, methods, or approaches that are
equivalent or superior to those prescribed by this standard.
Technical documentation shall be submitted to the AHJ to
demonstrate equivalency.

Chapter 2   Referenced Publications

2.1 General.   The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be
considered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. (Reserved)

2.3 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.

NFPA 1730, Standard on Organization and Deployment of Fire
Prevention Inspection and Code Enforcement, Plan Review, Investiga‐
tion, and Public Education Operations, 2019 edition.

Chapter 3   Definitions

3.1 General.   The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall be
defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within the
context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved.   Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic‐
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ).   An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements
of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials,
an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Shall.   Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.4 Should.   Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.5 Standard.   An NFPA Standard, the main text of which
contains only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to
indicate requirements and that is in a form generally suitable
for mandatory reference by another standard or code or for
adoption into law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be
considered a part of the requirements of a standard and shall
be located in an appendix, annex, footnote, informational
note, or other means as permitted in the NFPA Manuals of
Style. When used in a generic sense, such as in the phrase
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“standards development process” or “standards development
activities,” the term “standards” includes all NFPA Standards,
including Codes, Standards, Recommended Practices, and
Guides.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1* Acceptable Level of Risk.   Level of human and/or
material injury or loss that is considered to be tolerable by a
community or authorities in view of the social, political, and
economic cost-benefit analysis.

3.3.2 Community Risk.   Risk that pertains to the community,
including the aggregate potential of loss or damage to critical
infrastructure, individual properties, or stakeholders that could
have a significant detrimental impact on the overall commun‐
ity.

3.3.3 Community Risk Assessment.   A comprehensive evalua‐
tion that identifies, prioritizes, and defines the risks that
pertain to the overall community.

3.3.4* Community Risk Reduction.   A process to identify and
prioritize local risks, followed by the integrated and strategic
investment of resources to reduce their occurrence and impact.

3.3.5 Community Risk Reduction Organization (CRRO).   An
organization, group, governmental body, office, or individual
responsible for creating, implementing and maintaining a
community risk reduction plan.

3.3.6 Community Risk Reduction Plan.   A document that
outlines the goals, objectives, programs, and resources used to
reduce the risks identified by the community risk assessment.

3.3.7* Critical Infrastructure.   The assets, systems, and
networks, whether physical or virtual, that are so vital to the
community that their damage or destruction would have a
debilitating effect. [1730, 2019]

3.3.8 Hazard.   A condition, situation, or behavior that
presents the potential for harm or damage to people, property,
or the environment.

3.3.9* Jurisdiction.   A governmental, corporate, contractual,
or other legally defined boundary.

3.3.10 Partner.   Party with which an agreement is reached for
sharing of physical, financial, and/or intellectual resources in
achievement of defined common objectives.

3.3.11 Risk.   A measure of the probability and severity of
adverse effects that result from exposure to a hazard.

3.3.12* Stakeholder.   Any individual, group, or organization
that might affect or be affected by the community risk assess‐
ment (CRA) or the community risk reduction (CRR) plan.

Chapter 4   General

4.1 The CRA.   The purpose of the community risk assessment
(CRA) is to evaluate a community’s risks prior to the develop‐
ment and implementation of a community risk reduction
(CRR) plan and programs to reduce, mitigate, or eliminate the
community’s risks.

4.2 The CRR Plan.   The AHJ shall develop, coordinate, and
update the CRR plan and ensure that the plan reflects a
community’s current risks.

4.2.1   A CRR plan shall include strategies to prevent or miti‐
gate identified risks as well as a timeline for implementation of
the plan.

4.2.2   A CRR plan shall specify which organizations or other
community partners are tasked with meeting specific risk
reduction objectives on the timeline.

4.2.3   Strategies for risk reduction shall be placed into the
following categories:

(1) Avoid: eliminate the hazard.
(2) Mitigate: reduce probability or impact of the risk.
(3) Accept: take no actions.
(4) Transfer: transfer the risk to another party.

4.2.4   The AHJ shall submit the CRR plan for administrative
approval, and the approved plan shall be distributed to agen‐
cies, departments, and employees having responsibilities desig‐
nated in the plan.

4.2.5   The CRR plan shall contain a specific timeline for regu‐
lar evaluation.

4.2.6   The CRR plan shall include the most current risk assess‐
ment from Chapter 5 and the impact and outcome matrices
identified in Chapter 7.

4.3 Loss Database.   The AHJ shall develop and maintain a
historical loss database.

Chapter 5   Community Risk Assessment

5.1 Scope.   This chapter establishes the process to identify and
analyze community risks.

5.2* Purpose.   The purpose of the CRA is to evaluate a
community’s risks prior to the development and implementa‐
tion of a CRR Plan.

5.3 Frequency.   The CRA shall be conducted every 5 years or
more frequently based on community need.

5.3.1   In addition, an annual review of the CRA shall be
conducted to identify emerging trends that could impact the
current CRR plan and risk reduction programs.

5.3.2*   The CRA shall include, but not be limited to, the
following profiles to describe the community:

(1) Demographic
(2) Geographic
(3) Building stock
(4) Public safety response agencies
(5) Community service organizations
(6) Hazards
(7) Economic
(8) Past loss/event history
(9) Critical infrastructure systems

5.3.3   Collected data shall be incorporated into the CRA.

5.3.4   Stakeholders shall be identified, and an inclusive process
shall be employed to solicit input on the risks facing the
community.

5.3.5   The identified risks shall be categorized based on their
probability and impact.

5.4 Analysis.   The analysis of the risk assessment shall be incor‐
porated into the CRR plan in accordance with Chapter 6.
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5.5 Evaluation of Performance.   The performance of the risk
reduction programs shall be evaluated on an ongoing basis in
accordance with Chapter 7.

5.6* Basic Methodology.   An objective, systematic approach
shall be used to conduct a CRA and shall include the following
steps:

(1) Recognize the need to conduct a CRA and develop a
community risk reduction plan based on the CRA.

(2)* Define the problem by identifying the potential risks and
their root causes, and develop programs that are appro‐
priate to mitigate the identified risks that fall within the
available resources.

(3)* Collect empirical data (capable of being verified or
known to be true) regarding the community’s demo‐
graphics, building stock profile, geography, past loss
history, and potential likelihood or anticipated future
events.

(4)* Analyze the data.
(5) Identify gaps, areas where actual conditions vary from

desired outcomes.
(6) Validate the CRA by comparing the findings of the CRA

with the available data, to ensure they are consistent with
the community’s level of acceptable risk, capabilities, and
resources. All risks considered in the CRA might not be
addressed in the CRR plan.

Chapter 6   Community Risk Reduction Plan Development

6.1 Scope.   This chapter establishes the necessary compo‐
nents, processes, and programs for developing a community
risk reduction (CRR) plan based on the risks identified in the
community risk assessment (CRA).

6.2 Purpose.   The purpose of this chapter is to provide a
framework to develop a CRR plan by defining goals and objec‐
tives and developing strategies that address the risks identified
in the CRA.

6.3 Community Risk Reduction (CRR) Plan.   The AHJ shall
develop, coordinate, and update the CRR plan regularly and
ensure that the plan reflects a community’s current risks and
includes strategies for risk reduction as well as a timeline for
implementation of the plan.

6.3.1   Before developing a CRR plan, the AHJ shall accomplish
the following:

(1) Identify a lead person or organization
(2) Choose CRR committee members

6.3.2 Lead Person or Organization.   The lead person or
organization shall perform the following tasks:

(1) Support the development of the CRR plan
(2) Provide necessary resources to support the CRR commit‐

tee
(3) Obtain administrative approval
(4) Review, evaluate, and update the CRR plan as needed

6.3.3 CRR Committee Members.

6.3.3.1   The lead person or organization shall identify the
stakeholders that make up the committee to assist in develop‐
ment of the CRR plan.

6.3.3.2   The CRR committee shall be responsible for the
following:

(1) Prioritizing risks. Based on risks identified in the CRA,
prioritize according to the probability, impact, commun‐
ity needs, expectations, resource availability, and legal
requirements.

(2) Addressing root causes. Evaluate the risks and root causes
identified in the CRA and determine the best risk reduc‐
tion strategies.

(3)* Identifying strategic partners. Use the CRA and root cause
evaluations to identify possible strategic partners and
select them based on common interests, available resour‐
ces, and skill sets in order to formulate the goals, objec‐
tives, and strategies.

(4)* Establishing goals and objectives. Develop goals and objec‐
tives based on the prioritized risks, the root causes, and
the resources and skill sets of the strategic partners.

(5) Developing strategies. Create strategies to accomplish goals
and objectives by doing the following:

(a) Designate individuals, strategic partners, and agen‐
cies responsible for accomplishing each strategy.

(b) Determine an overall timeline to accomplish the
goals, objectives, and strategies.

(6) Obtaining administrative approval. Arrange for lead person
or organization to submit a recommended plan for
administrative approval.

(7) Reviewing, evaluating, and updating the plan. Update the
plan to include the most current risk assessment and an
outline for regular plan evaluation in accordance with
Chapter 7.

Chapter 7   Community Risk Reduction Plan Implementation
and Evaluation

7.1 Scope.   This chapter establishes the process to implement
and evaluate a community risk reduction (CRR) plan as
outlined in Chapter 6.

7.2 Purpose.   The purpose of this chapter is to provide meth‐
odologies to implement and evaluate a CRR plan.

7.3 Implementation.

7.3.1   The approved plan shall be distributed to all partners
having designated responsibilities in the plan.

7.3.2   An implementation strategy shall be developed that
includes the following:

(1) Identification of organizations and individuals responsi‐
ble for development and delivery of programs associated
with the CRR plan

(2) Identification of organizations and individuals responsi‐
ble for coordinating efforts of partners and stakeholder
groups involved in the implementation and delivery of
programs identified within the CRR plan

(3) Timelines as required by 7.3.4
(4) Methods of data collection and analysis
(5) Methods of communication

7.3.3 Partnerships.   Partners shall be identified and recruited
to assist in program implementation and delivery.

7.3.4 Timeline.   Implementation, evaluation, and ongoing
review and revision of the CRR plan shall be accomplished on a
predetermined timeline based on goals and objectives outlined
in the plan developed in accordance with Chapter 6.
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