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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS
NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents™), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and
interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Documents.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of,
or reliance on NFPA Documents. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness
of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment
or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any
given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not
be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS
ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be aware that these documents may be
superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments.
An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments
and any Errata then in effect. In order to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National
Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be
considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in connection with an
NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk
of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA
Documents.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in American National
Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may require use of an invention covered by
patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential
patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to
grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of
such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may
not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Documents are copyrighted by the NFPA. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include both
use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and methods. By
making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to
these documents.

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term “adoption by reference”
means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting authority should be
noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested
to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its codes
and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim
Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the
attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02169-7471; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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13E-1

Copyright © 2009 National Fire Protection Association®. All Rights Reserved.
NFPA® 13E
Recommended Practice for

Fire Department Operations in Properties Protected by Sprinkler
and Standpipe Systems

2010 Edition

This edition of NFPA 13E, Recommended Practice for Fire Department Operations in Properties
Protected by Sprinkler and Standpipe Systems, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Fire
Service Training. It was issued by the Standards Council on October 27, 2009, with an effective
date of December 5, 2009, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 13E was approved as an American National Standard on December 5,
2009.

Origin and Development of NFPA 13E

In 1933, NFPA adopted an informative brochure that was prepared by the Committee on Field
Practice and entitled “Use of Automatic Sprinklers by Fire Departments.” It was published as a
separate pamphlet and reprinted in 1936. The work formerly carried on by the Committee on
Field Practice was distributed to a number of new committees in 1953, and at that time the
Committee on Standpipes and Outside Protection was given responsibility for the brochure. A
subcommittee of the Committees on Standpipes and Outside Protection, Automatic Sprinklers,
Fire Department Equipment, and Fire Service Training prepared a revision, “Fire Department
Operations in Protected Properties,” which, on recommendation of the four committees, was
adopted as an informative report at the NFPA Annual Meeting in 1961. The informative report
was published and circulated as a separate pamphlet, No. SPI-1961, but was not included in the
annual volumes of the National Fire Codes.

Recommended Practice for Fire Department Operations in Properties Protected by Sprinkler and Stand-
pipe Systems, NFPA 13E, was adopted with minor revisions by NFPA at its 1966 Annual Meeting
on recommendation of the Committee on Standpipes and Outside Protection. It was
amended and updated in 1973, 1978, 1983, 1989, 1995, and 2000. The changes made by the
Technical Committee on Fire Service Training in the 2000 edition of this document aligned
its text with changes made to NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems. In
addition, several chapters presenting new pre-incident planning and fireground operational
considerations for fire personnel were added.

In the revision process for the 2005 edition, the previous numbering of chapters and
paragraphs changed to reflect requirements in the 2004 edition of the Manual of Style for NFPA
Technical Committee Documents.

The 2010 edition includes some clarifying language regarding the use of alternative water
supplies for fire department support of sprinkler and standpipe systems. In addition, this
edition includes additional illustrations of primary sprinkler/standpipe system valves and an
improved illustration of a typical sprinkler system layout, using symbols from NFPA 170,
Standard for Fire Safety and Emergency Symbols, 2009 edition.
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13E-2

FIRE DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS IN PROPERTIES PROTECTED BY SPRINKLER AND STANDPIPE SYSTEMS

\

Technical Committee on Fire Service Training

William E. Peterson,

Chair

Plano, TX [SE]
Rep. International Fire Marshals Association

Roger W. Bassett, R. W. Bassett & Associates, IL [SE]
Theron J. Becker, Polk County Fire Rescue Training
Association, MO [U]

John M. Best, John Jay College of Criminal Justice,
MD [U]

W. Edward Buchanan, Jr., Hanover Fire & EMS, VA [U]
Rick Egelin, Fireblast 451 Inc., CA [M]

William E. Glover, High Temperature Linings (HTL),
VA [U]

Larry D. Hughes, North Carolina Department of
Insurance, NC [E]

Cortez Lawrence, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, MD [SE]

Roger M. LeBoeuf, Elliott, LeBoeuf & McElwain, VA [SE]
Lavarn E. Lucas, Hilton Head Island Fire & Rescue,
SC [E]

F. Patrick Marlatt, Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute,
MD [E]

George F. Hall, International Fire Associates Consulting,
LLG, FL [U]

(Alt. to J. E. Podolske, ]Jr.)
John W. Hoglund, Maryland Fire & Rescue Institute,
MD [E]

(Alt. to F. P. Marlatt)
William F. Jenaway, Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance
Services, Inc., PA [I]

(Alt. to M. L. Young)
John R. Lapsansky, Fireblast 451 Inc., CA [M]

(Alt. to R. Egelin)

Edward W. Bent, Sacramento, CA
(Member Emeritus)

James C. Smalley, NFPA Staff Liaison

Alternates

Nonvoting

Denis M. Murphy, Nassau County Fire Service Academy,
NY [U]

John Mike Myers, Las Vegas Fire Rescue, NV [E]
James E. Podolske, Jr., U.S. Air Force, FL. [U]
Kenneth W. Richards, Jr., Old Mystic Fire Department,
CT [E]

Daniel N. Rossos, Portland Fire & Rescue, OR [E]
Daniel D. Shaw, Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department, MD [U]

Gary A. Simpson, E.D. Bullard Company, KY [M]
Frederick M. Stowell, Fire Protection Publications,
OK [M]

Rep. International Fire Service Training Association
Richard Verlinda, Seattle Fire Department, WA [E]
Phil Welch, Gastonia Fire Department, NC [U]
Steven J. Williamson, Kidde Fire Trainers, Inc., NJ [M]
Michael L. Young, Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance
Services, Inc., PA [I]

Steven C. Luftig, Kidde Fire Trainers, Inc., NJ [M]
(Alt. to S. J. Williamson)
Daniel Madrzykowski, U.S. National Institute of
Standards & Technology, MD [RT]
(Voting Alt. to NIST Rep.)
Denis G. Onieal, U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
MD [SE]
(Alt. to C. Lawrence)
Michael A. Wieder, Fire Protection Publications, OK [M]
(Alt. to F. M. Stowell)

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for all fire service training techniques,
operations, and procedures to develop maximum efficiency and proper utilization of available personnel.
Such activities can include training guides for fire prevention, fire suppression, and other missions for which

the fire service has responsibility.
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