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NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”), of which the document 
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American 
National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to 
achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to 
promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of 
any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Documents. 

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether 
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance 
on NFPA Documents. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any 
information published herein. 

In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other 
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person 
or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as 
appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given 
circumstances. 

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA 
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with 
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be 
attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents 
Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be aware that 

these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time 
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the 
current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order 
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of 
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such 
as the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the 
address listed below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents 
A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing 

Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be 
considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents 
The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, 

or asserted in connection with an NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for 
determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA 
disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Documents.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in 
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE:  The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may 
require use of an invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such 
patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI 
Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness 
to grant licenses  under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants 
desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For 
further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations 
Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does 

not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in 
compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights 
NFPA Documents are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. 

These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and 
the promotion of safe practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public 
authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents. 

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term 
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, 
and changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist 
NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: 
Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of 
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information 
All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA 

procedures governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for 
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to 
NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention 
of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: 
stds_admin@nfpa.org

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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This edition of NFPA 1404, Standard for Fire Service Respiratory Protection Training, was pre-
pared by the Technical Committee on Fire Service Training. It was issued by the Standards
Council on November 27, 2012, with an effective date of December 17, 2012, and supersedes
all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1404 was approved as an American National Standard on December
17, 2012.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1404
The first edition of NFPA 1404, Standard for a Fire Department Self-Contained Breathing Appa-

ratus Program, was developed in response to a perceived need and was published in 1989. The
Technical Committee on Fire Service Training recognized that there were no standards on a
fire department program for self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) and that the lack of
guidance in areas such as training, maintenance, and SCBA program evaluation could cause
serious problems for the fire service. At that time it was the hope of the technical committee
that the void had been filled in a practical and reasonable manner.

The 1996 revised edition of NFPA 1404 was the result of efforts by the technical committee
to update and provide a more user-friendly document.

A few years after the release of the 1996 edition, the committee appointed a task group to
review the content and make recommendations to the full committee concerning the func-
tionality of the document. As a result of that review, the task group suggested a general
updating of the document.

In the same time frame, broad questions regarding other fire service standards resulted in
the need for clarification of some issues of responsibility related to the subject of SCBA in
NFPA 1404.

The Fire Service Training Committee previously included wide coverage of the subject of
SCBA in NFPA 1404 because there was a void of coverage elsewhere when NFPA 1404 was first
developed. Subsequently, however, the Standards Council reassigned the “use” of SCBA to the
Fire Service Occupational Safety Committee and NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occu-
pational Safety and Health Program. At the same time, the Council assigned“selection, care, and
maintenance” and “respiratory breathing air quality” of SCBA to the Technical Committee on
Respiratory Protection, which was developing NFPA 1852, Standard on Selection, Care, and
Maintenance of Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

The Standards Council appointed a task group to oversee the separation of these aspects
of SCBA during the current revision cycle for each affected document. As a result, some SCBA
subject areas previously covered in NFPA 1404 were moved to NFPA 1500 (e.g., requirements
for respiratory programs, fit-testing, and use of SCBA) and NFPA 1852 (e.g., selection, care,
and maintenance), while NFPA 1404 concentrated on respiratory protection training. Due to
these changes, the title of NFPA 1404 was changed to Standard for Fire Service Respiratory Protec-
tion Training, and the scope was changed to cover the minimum requirements for the training
component of the respiratory protection program found in NFPA 1500.

In the 2006 edition, the technical committee included updated information on respiratory
protection used in training evolutions simulating exposure to weapons of mass destruction.

In the 2013 edition, the technical committee has added instructor and safety officer pro-
visions. The technical committee has also included preliminary information dealing with
facepiece inspection and other facepiece issues.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Changes other than editorial are indicated by a vertical
rule beside the paragraph, table, or figure in which the
change occurred. These rules are included as an aid to the
user in identifying changes from the previous edition. Where
one or more complete paragraphs have been deleted, the de-
letion is indicated by a bullet (•) between the paragraphs that
remain.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex D. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other refer-
ences as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions
of extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee re-
sponsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex D.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1* Scope. This standard shall contain minimum require-
ments for the training component of the Respiratory Protec-
tion Program found in NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department
Occupational Safety and Health Program.

1.2* Purpose. The purpose of this standard shall be to specify
the minimum requirements for respiratory protection train-
ing for the emergency response organization, including safety
procedures for those expected to be involved in fire suppres-
sion, rescue, and related activities in a toxic, contaminated, or
oxygen-deficient atmosphere or environment.

1.2.1 The respiratory protection training program shall es-
tablish written operational policies and reinforce those poli-
cies through comprehensive training.

1.2.2 This standard shall be used to support the requirement
of 5.3.1 of NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Quali-
fications. The goal of achievement of these objectives shall be
to help prevent accidents, injuries, and exposure to harmful
environments and to help develop an awareness of the critical
importance of a respiratory protection program to the health
and welfare of personnel who work in hazardous atmospheres.

1.2.3 It shall be possible to achieve many of the performance
objectives of this standard in a variety of ways.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1* These requirements shall be applicable to organiza-
tions providing fire suppression, fire training, emergency
medical services, rescue and respiratory protection equipment
training, and other emergency services including public, mili-
tary, and private fire departments and fire brigades that re-
spond off-site.

1.3.2 The use of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA)
by fire fighters shall always be assumed to be in an atmosphere
immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH) because
there is no way to predetermine those hazardous conditions,
concentrations of toxic materials, or percentages of oxygen in
air that exist in a fire environment, during initial overhaul
(salvage) operations, or under other immediate emergency
conditions involving spills or releases of chemicals or other
toxic materials.

1.3.3 Fire fighters shall be trained to use positive pressure
SCBA with a rated minimum service life of 30 minutes anytime
there is the potential for an IDLH atmosphere.

1.3.4 Nothing herein shall be intended to restrict any author-
ity having jurisdiction from exceeding these minimum re-
quirements.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifica-
tions, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1041, Standard for Fire Service Instructor Professional
Qualifications, 2012 edition.

NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions, 2012
edition.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety
and Health Program, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1582, Standard on Comprehensive Occupational Medical
Program for Fire Departments, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1583, Standard on Health-Related Fitness Programs for
Fire Department Members, 2008 edition.

NFPA1852, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Open-
Circuit Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), 2013 edition.

NFPA 1971, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1975, Standard on Station/Work Uniforms for Emergency
Services, 2009 edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) for Emergency Services, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1982, Standard on Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS),
2013 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 U.S. Government Publications. U.S. Government Print-
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402.

NIOSH Letters to all Respirator Manufacturers.

Title 42, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 84.
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2.3.2 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.
NFPA 55, Compressed Gases and Cryogenic Fluids Code, 2013

edition.
NFPA 68, Standard on Explosion Protection by Deflagration Vent-

ing, 2013 edition.
NFPA 318, Standard for the Protection of Semiconductor Fabrica-

tion Facilities, 2012 edition.
NFPA 402, Guide for Aircraft Rescue and Fire-Fighting Opera-

tions, 2013 edition.
NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions, 2012

edition.
NFPA 1451, Standard for a Fire and Emergency Service Vehicle

Operations Training Program, 2013 edition.
NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety

and Health Program, 2013 edition.
NFPA 1670, Standard on Operations and Training for Technical

Search and Rescue Incidents, 2009 edition.
NFPA 1982, Standard on Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS),

2013 edition.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been at-
tached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an organiza-
tion that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction and
concerned with product evaluation, that maintains periodic in-
spection of production of labeled equipment or materials, and
by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates compliance with
appropriate standards or performance in a specified manner.

3.2.4 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.5 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.6 Standard. A document, the main text of which contains
only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate
requirements and which is in a form generally suitable for
mandatory reference by another standard or code or for adop-
tion into law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be consid-
ered a part of the requirements of a standard and shall be
located in an appendix, annex, footnote, informational note,

or other means as permitted in the Manual of Style for NFPA
Technical Committee Documents.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Air-Purifying Respirator (APR). A respirator with an air-
purifying filter, cartridge, or canister that removes specific air
contaminants by passing ambient air through the air-purifying
element.

3.3.2 CBRN. Acronym for Chemical, Biological, Radiologi-
cal, and Nuclear. This refers specifically to a NIOSH certifica-
tion on the protective capabilities of a respirator.

3.3.3 CBRNE. Acronym for Chemical, Biological, Radiologi-
cal, Nuclear, and Explosives. This term refers to the general
types of terrorist attacks, or WMD events.

3.3.4 Closed-Circuit SCBA. See 3.3.32, Self-Contained Breath-
ing Apparatus (SCBA).

3.3.5* Confined Space. An area large enough and so config-
ured that a member can bodily enter and perform assigned
work but which has limited or restricted means for entry or
exit and is not designed for continuous human occupancy.
[1500, 2013]

3.3.6 Contaminant. A harmful, irritating, or nuisance mate-
rial foreign to the normal atmosphere. [1500, 2013]

3.3.7 Corrective Lens. A lens designed to fit the specifications
of the wearer’s individual corrective prescription.

3.3.8 Emergency Escape Respirators (EER). Units used by the
general working population to afford effective respiratory protec-
tion in escaping from hazardous environments. These units can
be either air-purifying or self-contained escape respirators.

3.3.9 Exhalation Valve. A device that allows exhaled air to
leave a facepiece and prevents outside air from entering
through the valve.

3.3.10* Facepiece. Describes both full facepieces that cover
the nose, mouth, and eyes and half facepieces that cover the
nose and mouth.

3.3.11* Fire Department. An organization providing rescue,
fire suppression, emergency medical services, hazardous mate-
rials operations, special operations, and related activities.

3.3.12 Fire Service. Career or volunteer service groups that
are organized and trained for the prevention and control of
loss of life and property from any fire or disaster.

3.3.13 Gas. The state of matter characterized by complete
molecular mobility and unlimited expansion; used synony-
mously with the term vapor. [68, 2013]

3.3.14* Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health (IDLH). Any
condition that would pose an immediate or delayed threat to
life, cause irreversible adverse health effects, or interfere with
an individual’s ability to escape unaided from a hazardous en-
vironment. [1670, 2009]

3.3.15 Individual Air Management Program. A program to de-
velop an individual’s awareness of his or her personal air con-
sumption rate while wearing respiratory protection equip-
ment in a work mode.

3.3.16 Live Fire. Any unconfined open flame or device that
can propagate fire to the building, structure, or other combus-
tible materials. [1403, 2012]
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3.3.17 Maintenance. Work performed to ensure that equip-
ment operates as directed by the manufacturer.

3.3.18* Member. A person involved in performing the duties
and responsibilities of a fire department under the auspices of
the organization. [1500, 2013]

3.3.19 NIOSH. National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.

3.3.20* NIOSH Approved. Tested and certified by the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

3.3.21 Open-Circuit SCBA. See 3.3.32, Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

3.3.22 OSHA. The Occupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration of the U.S. Department of Labor. [55, 2013]

3.3.23 Overhaul. The process of final extinguishment after
the main body of a fire has been knocked down. All traces of
fire must be extinguished at this time. [402, 2013]

3.3.24 Powered Air-Purifying Respirator (PAPR). Air-purifying
respirator with a hood or helmet, breathing tube, canister,
cartridge, filter, and a blower that passes ambient air through
the purifying element. The blower can be stationary or por-
table. It can also be designed and equipped with a full face-
piece, in which case it is referred to as a full facepiece powered
air-purifying respirator (FFPAPR).

3.3.25 Qualified Person. A person who, by possession of a
recognized degree, certificate, professional standing, or skill,
and who, by knowledge, training, and experience, has demon-
strated the ability to deal with problems relating to a particular
subject matter, work, or project. [1451, 2013]

3.3.26 Recruit. An individual who has passed beyond the
candidate level and who has actively commenced duties as a
member of the organization.

3.3.27 Respiratory Hazard. Any exposure to products of com-
bustion, superheated atmospheres, toxic gases, vapors, or
dust, or potentially explosive or oxygen-deficient atmo-
spheres, or any condition that creates a hazard to the respira-
tory system.

3.3.28* Respiratory Protection Equipment. Devices that are
designed to protect the respiratory system against exposure to
gases, vapors, or particulates.

3.3.29 Respiratory Protection Program. A systematic and com-
prehensive program of training in the use and maintenance of
respiratory protection devices and related equipment.

3.3.30 Sanitize. The removal of dirt and the inhibiting of the
action of agents that cause infection or disease.

3.3.31 SCBA. Acronym for Self-Contained Breathing Appa-
ratus. [1982, 2013]

3.3.32 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). A respira-
tor worn by the user that supplies a respirable atmosphere,
that is either carried in or generated by the apparatus, and
that is independent of the ambient environment.

3.3.32.1 Closed-Circuit SCBA. A recirculation-type SCBA in
which the exhaled gas is rebreathed by the wearer after the
carbon dioxide has been removed from the exhalation and
after the oxygen content within the system has been re-

stored from sources such as compressed breathing gas,
chemical oxygen, and liquid oxygen.

3.3.32.2 Open-Circuit SCBA. An SCBA in which exhalation
is vented to the atmosphere and not rebreathed. There are
two types of open-circuit SCBA: negative pressure or de-
mand type and positive pressure or demand type.

3.3.33 Smoke. The airborne solid and liquid particulates and
gases evolved when a material undergoes pyrolysis or combus-
tion, together with the quantity of air that is entrained or oth-
erwise mixed into the mass. [318, 2012]

3.3.34 Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). Written in-
structions that document and define the manner in which ac-
tivities should be conducted.

3.3.35 Supplied-Air Respirator (SAR) or Air-Line Respirator.
An atmosphere-supplying respirator for which the source of
breathing air is not designed to be carried by the user.

3.3.36 Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). A WMD is any
device, material, or substance used in a manner, in a quantity
or type, or under circumstances evidencing an intent to cause
death or serious injury to persons or significant damage to
property. A weapon of mass destruction includes chemical,
biological, radiological, nuclear, and explosive components.

Chapter 4 Provisions of Respiratory Protection
Equipment Used in Training

4.1 Inventory and Allocation of Respiratory Protection Equip-
ment.

4.1.1 Each member shall be provided with the appropriate
respiratory protection equipment for the type of training evo-
lution being conducted.

4.1.2 Spare filters, cartridges, cylinders, and breathing air
supplies shall be provided for the specific type of respiratory
protection equipment in use during the training session.

4.1.3 Members shall be fit-tested for each type of facepiece
assigned to them or used in training.

4.1.4 All respiratory protection equipment shall be stored in
accordance with Section 6.3 of NFPA 1852, Standard on Selec-
tion, Care, and Maintenance of Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breath-
ing Apparatus (SCBA).

4.2 Selection and Use of SCBA for Training.

4.2.1 SCBA used by the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ)
for training shall meet the requirements of Section 4.3 of
NFPA 1852, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Open-
Circuit Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

4.2.2* SCBA used in training exercises shall be of the type and
manufacture employed by the AHJ.

4.2.3* SCBA used in training evolutions simulating exposure
to weapons of mass destruction (WMD) shall meet the appro-
priate sections of 42 CFR 84 and shall be marked with a chemi-
cal, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) rating.

4.2.4 SCBA shall be available at the training site to provide
one unit for each member who could be exposed to respira-
tory hazards.

4.2.5* A reserve air supply shall be provided by use of reserve
cylinders or by an on-scene refill capability, or both, during
training evolutions.
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4.2.6* Training policies shall be established by the AHJ regu-
lating the use of SCBA equipped with an emergency breathing
support system (EBSS) commonly known as “buddy” or rescue
breathing devices.

4.3 Selection and Use of Supplied-Air Respirators (SAR) in
Training. SAR units used in training shall be of the type and
manufacture employed by the AHJ. (See A.4.2.2.)

4.3.1* SARs used in training evolutions simulating exposure
to weapons of mass destruction (WMD) shall meet the appro-
priate sections of 42 CFR Part 84.

4.3.2 At least one reserve SAR and one reserve length of hose
shall be available at the training site as replacements should an
SAR or length of hose fail.

4.4 Selection and Use of APRs and PAPRs. Air-purifying res-
pirators (APR) and powered air-purifying respirator (PAPR)
units used in training shall be of the type and manufacture
employed by the AHJ.

4.4.1* APRs and PAPRs used in training evolutions simulating
exposure to WMD shall meet the appropriate sections of
NIOSH Letters To All Respirator Manufacturers and shall be
marked with a CBRN rating. If there is no NIOSH CBRN cer-
tification for that style of respirator, the AHJ shall use the com-
ponents and cartridges recommended by the manufacturer
for WMD environments.

4.5 Selection and Use of PAPRs. PAPR units used in training
shall be of the type and manufacture employed by the AHJ.
(See A.4.2.2.)

4.5.1* PAPRs used in training evolutions simulating exposure
to WMD shall meet the appropriate sections of 42 CFR 84 and
shall be marked with a CBRN rating.

4.5.2 If there is no NIOSH CBRN certification for that style of
respirator, the AHJ shall use the components and cartridges
recommended by the manufacturer for WMD environments.

4.6 Selection and Use of Air-Purifying Emergency Escape Res-
pirators and Self-Contained Escape Respirators. Emergency
escape respirators used in training shall be of the type and
manufacture employed by the AHJ. (See A.4.2.2.)

4.6.1* Air-purifying emergency escape respirators and self-
contained emergency escape respirators used in training evo-
lutions simulating exposure to WMD shall meet the appropri-
ate sections of 42 CFR 84 and shall be marked with a CBRN
rating.

4.7 Selection and Use of Filter, Canister, and Cartridge APRs.
Filter and cartridge respirators used in training shall be of the
type and manufacture employed by the AHJ. (See A.4.2.2.)

4.7.1 Filter and cartridge respirators used in training evolu-
tions simulating exposure to WMD shall meet the appropriate
sections of 42 CFR 84 and shall be marked with a CBRN rating.

4.7.1.1 Training filters and cartridges or expired filters and
cartridges shall be permitted to be used when not used in
CBRN environments.

4.7.2 If there is no NIOSH CBRN certification for that style of
respirator, the AHJ shall use the components and cartridges
recommended by the manufacturer for WMD environments.

4.7.3 Filter and cartridge respirators used in training shall be
certified for the specific type of chemical, biological, or medi-
cal hazard against which they are intended to protect.

Chapter 5 Respiratory Protection
Training Component

5.1 Coordinated Administrative Policies.

5.1.1 The AHJ shall adopt and maintain a respiratory protec-
tion program that meets the requirements of Section 7.3 of
NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety and
Health Program.

5.1.2 The AHJ shall conduct ongoing respiratory protection
training that meets the requirements of this standard.

5.1.3 Respiratory protection training shall be conducted ac-
cording to written standard operating procedures.

5.1.4 The AHJ shall establish and enforce written standard
operating procedures for training in the use of respiratory
protection equipment that shall include the following:

(1)*When respiratory protection equipment is to be used
(2)*Emergency evacuation procedures
(3) Procedures for ensuring proper facepiece fit
(4)*Cleaning and visual inspection of respiratory protection

equipment components
(5)*A policy for changing respiratory filters and cartridges
(6) A policy defining end of service life for all types of filter or

cartridge-type respirators
(7) A policy defining the proper storage and inventory con-

trol of all respiratory protection equipment

5.1.5 The AHJ shall establish and enforce written standard op-
erating procedures for training in the use of respiratory protec-
tion equipment that shall include an individual air management
program.

5.1.5.1* The individual air management program shall be de-
signed to develop the ability of an individual to manage his or
her air consumption as part of a team during a work period.

5.1.5.2 The individual air management program shall in-
clude the following directives:

(1) The individual shall exit from an IDLH atmosphere be-
fore consumption of reserve air supply begins.

(2) The individual shall recognize that the low air alarm noti-
fication indicates that the member is consuming the re-
serve air supply.

(3) The individual and the team shall take immediate action
upon activation of the reserve air alarm and shall follow
their department’s SOP/SOG.

5.1.6 The AHJ shall provide respiratory protection equip-
ment for each member at the training site who could be ex-
posed to respiratory hazards.

5.1.7 The AHJ shall establish written training policies for res-
piratory protection.

5.1.8* Training policies shall include but shall not be limited
to the following:

(1)*Identification of the various types of respiratory protec-
tion equipment

(2) Responsibilities of members to obtain and maintain
proper facepiece fit

(3) Responsibilities of members for proper cleaning and
maintenance

(4)*Identification of the factors that affect the duration of the
air supply
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(5)*Determination of the air consumption rate of each member
(6) Responsibilities of members for using respiratory protec-

tion equipment in a hazardous atmosphere
(7) Limitations of respiratory protection devices
(8) Battery life limitations and recharging requirements of

PAPRs

5.1.9 The members of the AHJ shall be trained on the proce-
dures for inspection, maintenance, repair, and testing of res-
piratory protection equipment in accordance with Chapter 7
of NFPA 1852, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of
Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

5.1.10* Records of all respiratory protection training shall be
maintained, including training of personnel involved in main-
tenance of such equipment, in accordance with Section 4.3 of
NFPA 1852, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Open-
Circuit Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

5.2 Requirements of the Respiratory Protection Training
Component. The AHJ shall ensure that each employee can
demonstrate knowledge of the following:

(1) Why the respirator is necessary and how improper fit, us-
age, or maintenance can compromise the protective ef-
fect of the respirator

(2) What the limitations and capabilities of the respirator are
(3) How to use the respirator effectively in emergency situa-

tions, including situations in which the respirator mal-
functions

(4) How to inspect, don and doff, use, and check the seals of
the respirator

(5) What the procedures are for maintenance and storage of
the respirator

(6) How to recognize medical signs and symptoms that can
limit or prevent the effective use of respirators

(7)*How to recognize medical signs and symptoms associated
with exposure to WMD

(8) How to properly dispose of contaminated filters or car-
tridges

(9) What the general requirements of Section 5.2 are

Chapter 6 Respiratory Protection Training

6.1 Safety Officer.

6.1.1 A safety officer shall be appointed for all respiratory
protection training evolutions.

6.1.2 All respiratory protection training instructors and safety
officers shall be trained on the application of the require-
ments contained in this standard.

6.1.3 The safety officer shall have the authority, regardless of
rank, to intervene and control any aspect of the operations
when, in his or her judgment, a potential or actual danger,
accident, or unsafe condition exists.

6.1.4 The responsibilities of the safety officer shall include,
but shall not be limited to, the following:

(1) Prevention of unsafe acts
(2) Elimination of unsafe conditions

6.1.5 The safety officer shall provide for the safety of all per-
sons on the scene, including students, instructors, visitors, and
spectators.

6.1.6 The safety officer shall not be assigned other duties that
interfere with safety responsibilities.

6.1.7 The safety officer shall be knowledgeable in the opera-
tion and location of safety features available for the respiratory
protection training structure or prop.

6.1.8 Additional safety personnel, as deemed necessary by
the safety officer, shall be located to react to any unsafe or
threatening situation or condition.

6.2 Instructor-in-Charge and Instructors.

6.2.1 The instructor-in-charge shall have received training to
meet the minimum job performance requirements for Fire
Instructor I in NFPA 1041, Standard for Fire Service Instructor
Professional Qualifications.

6.2.2 The instructor-in-charge shall be responsible for full
compliance with this chapter.

6.2.3 It shall be the responsibility of the instructor-in-charge
to coordinate overall respiratory protection training activities
to ensure correct levels of safety.

6.2.4 The instructor-in-charge shall assign the following per-
sonnel:

(1) One instructor to each functional crew, which shall not
exceed five students

(2) One additional instructor for each additional functional
assignment

6.2.5 The instructor-in-charge shall provide for rest and reha-
bilitation of participants operating at the scene, including any
necessary medical evaluation and treatment, food and fluid
replenishment, and relief from climatic conditions. (See Annex
D of NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions.)

6.2.5.1 Instructors shall be rotated through duty assignments.

6.2.6 All instructors shall be qualified to deliver respiratory
protection training by the AHJ.

6.2.7 Additional instructors shall be designated when factors
such as extreme temperatures or large groups are present and
when classes of long duration are planned.

6.2.8 Prior to the respiratory protection training, instructors
shall ensure that all protective clothing and equipment speci-
fied in this chapter are being worn according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions.

6.2.9 Instructors shall take a Personal Accountability Report
(PAR) when entering and exiting the structure or prop during an
actual evolution conducted in accordance with this standard.

6.2.10 Instructors shall monitor and supervise all assigned
students during the respiratory protection training evolution.

6.2.11 Awareness of weather conditions, wind velocity, and
wind direction shall be maintained, including a final check for
possible changes in weather conditions immediately before
actual evolution.

6.3 Personal Protective Clothing.

6.3.1 All students, instructors, safety personnel, and other
personnel shall wear all protective clothing and equipment
specified in this chapter according to the manufacturer’s in-
structions whenever they are involved in any evolution during
the respiratory protection training evolution.
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