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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS
NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American
National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to
achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to
promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of
any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Documents.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on NFPA Documents. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any
information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person
or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as
appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given
circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be
attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be
aware that NFPA Documents may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim
Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendment and any Errata then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Document has been amended through the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the Document Information Pages on NFPA’s website. The
Document Information Pages provide up-to-date, document specific information including any issued Tentative
Interim Amendments and Errata.

To access the Document Information Page for a specific NFPA Document go to http://www.nfpa.org/document
for a list of NFPA Documents, and click on the appropriate Document number (e.g., NFPA 101). In addition to
posting all existing Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata, the Document Information Page also includes the
option to sign-up for an “Alert” feature to receive an email notification when new updates and other information
are posted regarding the document.
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents™) should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the
current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such
as the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the
address listed below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing
Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be
considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to,
or asserted in connection with an NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for
determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA
disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Documents.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may
require use of an invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such
patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI
Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness
to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants
desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For
further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does
not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in
compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Documents are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses.
These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and
the promotion of safe practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public
authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions,
and changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist
NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention:
Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA
procedures governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to
NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention
of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email:
stds_admin@nfpa.org

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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Copyright © 2014 National Fire Protection Association®. All Rights Reserved.
NFPA® 1407

Standard for

Training Fire Service Rapid Intervention Crews

2015 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1407, Standard for Training Fire Service Rapid Intervention Crews, was
prepared by the Technical Committee on Fire Service Training. It was issued by the Standards
Council on January 14, 2014, with an effective date of February 3, 2014, and supersedes all
previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1407 was approved as an American National Standard on February 3,
2014.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1407

Historically, this document began as the Technical Committee on Fire Service Training
recognized an issue faced by many fire departments. In 2001, the first edition of NFPA 1710
was published. Included in it was the term Initial Rapid Intervention Crew (IRIC). As depart-
ments struggled to adopt and comply with NFPA 1710, no guidance was provided as to train-
ing or performance requirements for these crews.

In a 2003 letter to the NFPA Standards Council requesting approval, the Technical Com-
mittee on Fire Service Training explained that although several NFPA standards refer to rapid
intervention teams, none “outlines training programs for these teams.” The committee re-
ceived approval for a recommended practice on fire fighter safety and survival. The commit-
tee drafted several versions of the document, addressing high angle rescue, confined space
rescue, highway safety, and other situations in which a Rapid Intervention Crew (RIC) might
find itself. In 2006, the committee recognized that the basic skills and performance require-
ments for rapid intervention rescue should remain constant regardless of the emergency
situation and that the recommended practice should become a standard for all fire depart-
ment training programs. The committee was also concerned that, in several instances, fire
fighters on a scene had rushed to the aid of downed fire fighters without consideration of
other ongoing fire operations, thus endangering more fire fighters. The committee then
re-focused on the basic skills and training needed for the safe operation of fire department
RICs.

The 2010 edition of the standard was based on the expertise of the committee members
and other contributors with experience in RIC operations and training. Careful consider-
ation was given to the requirements for IRICs and RICs in NFPA 1710 and NFPA 1720, as well
as NFPA 1500. The committee stressed through the requirements in this document that the
safety of all fire fighters was the key issue.

For the 2015 edition, the committee has updated the term mayday to correlate with
NFPA 1500. Definitions and training requirements have also been included for the emergency
breathing safety system (EBSS), or buddy breather, that was approved for use by NIOSH for
SCBAs per the 2013 edition of NFPA 1981. The committee has also updated the reason that a
mayday should be called in the Annex material.
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Technical Committee on Fire Service Training

Kenneth W. Richards, Jr., Chair
Old Mystic Fire Department, CT [E]

Wesley E. Barbour, CrossBar International LLC, NY [SE] Kevin Munson, Jr., West Hartford Fire Department,
Roger W. Bassett, R. W. Bassett & Associates, IL [SE] CT [U]
John M. Best, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, Brent Norwine, CAL-FIRE/Riverside County Fire
MD [U] Department, CA [U]
John P. Brown, Nassau County Fire Service Academy, Ryan O’Donnell, BullEx, Inc., NY [M]
NY [U] William E. Peterson, Kissimmee, FL. [SE]
W. Edward Buchanan, Jr., Hanover Fire EMS Rep. International Fire Marshals Association
Department, VA [U] James E. Podolske, Jr., U.S. Department of the Air
James Cannell, Columbus Ohio Division of Fire, OH [L] Force, FL. [U]

Rep. Columbus Firefighters Union Robert E. Raheb, FAAG, Inc., NY [SE]

Rick Egelin, Fireblast 451 Incorporated, CA [M]
William E. Glover, High Temperature Linings (HTL),
VA [M]

Larry D. Hughes, North Carolina Department of
Insurance, NC [E]

Cortez Lawrence, U.S. Department of Homeland

Daniel N. Rossos, Oregon Department of Public Safety
Standards & Training, OR [E]

Daniel D. Shaw, Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department, MD [U]

Gary A. Simpson, E.D. Bullard Company, KY [M]

Security, MD [SE] Frederick M. Stowell, Fire Protection Publications,
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Gordon L. Lohmeyer, Texas A&M Engineering Extension Rep. International Fire Service Training Association
Service, TX [U] Richard Verlinda, Seattle Fire Department, WA [E]
Lavarn E. Lucas, Hilton Head Island Fire & Rescue, Phil Welch, Gastonia Fire Department, NC [U]
SC [E] Steven J. Williamson, UTC/Kidde Fire Trainers, Inc.,
Daniel Madrzykowski, National Institute of Standards NJ [M]
& Technology, MD [RT] Corey Wilson, Portland Fire & Rescue, OR [E]
F. Patrick Marlatt, Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute, Michael L. Young, Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance
MD [E] Services, Inc., PA [I]
Alternates

Adam M. Barowy, National Institute of Standards Jeremy D. Jones, Elliott, Leboeuf & McElwain, PA [SE]
& Technology, MD [RT] (Alt. to R. M. LeBoeuf)

(Alt. to D. Madrzykowski) Steven C. Luftig, UTC/Kidde Fire Trainers, Inc., NJ [M]
John Blackburn, BullEx, Inc., NY [M] (Alt. to S. J. Williamson)

(Alt. to R. O’Donnell) Douglas J. Mitchell, Jr., Fire Department City of New
Derrick S. Clouston, North Carolina Department of York, NY [U]
Insurance, NC [E] (Alt. to D. D. Shaw)

(Alt. to L. D. Hughes) Denis G. Onieal, U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
Glenn Corbett, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, MD [SE]
NJ [U] (Alt. to C. Lawrence)

(Alt. to J. M. Best) J- Ron Peddy, Texas A&M Engineering Extension
Roland Fredrickson, City of Corona Fire Department, Service, TX [U]
CA [U] (Alt. to G. L. Lohmeyer)

(Alt. to B. Norwine) Mark A. Rutherford, Gastonia Fire Department, NC [U]
Chris H. Hubbard, Hanover Fire EMS Department, (Alt. to P. Welch)
VA [U] Michael A. Wieder, Fire Protection Publications, OK [M]

(Alt. to W. E. Buchanan, Jr.) (Alt. to F. M. Stowell)
William F. Jenaway, Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance Michael Yacovino, Canton, CT Fire Marshals Office,
Services, Inc., PA [1] CT [U]

(Alt. to M. L. Young) (Alt. to K. Munson, Jr.)

Steven F. Sawyer, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list vepresents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for all fire service training techniques,
operations, and procedures to develop maximum efficiency and proper utilization of available personnel.
Such activities can include training guides for fire prevention, fire suppression, and other missions for which
the fire service has responsibility.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Areference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex C. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other refer-
ences as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions
of extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee re-
sponsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope. This standard specifies the basic training proce-
dures for fire service personnel to conduct fire fighter rapid
intervention operations as specified in NFPA 1710, Standard for
the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations,
Emergency Medical Operations, and Special Operations to the Public
by Career Fire Departments, and NFPA 1720, Standard for the Orga-
nization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency
Medical Operations, and Special Operations to the Public by Volunteer
Fire Departments.

1.1.1 This standard specifies basic evolutions that can be
adapted to local conditions and serves as a standard mecha-
nism for the evaluation of minimum acceptable performance
during training for rapid intervention activities.

1.2* Purpose. The purpose of this standard is to specify a
training program that is designed to create a highly disci-
plined operational capability to rescue fire fighter(s) who be-
come lost, injured, trapped, incapacitated, or disoriented at
an emergency scene or in the course of a training operation.

1.3 Equivalency. Nothing herein is intended to restrict any

jurisdiction from exceeding these minimum requirements.
Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this

chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.
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2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifica-
tions, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1021, Standard for Fire Officer Professional Qualifications,
2014 edition.

NFPA 1404, Standard for Fire Service Respiratory Protection
Training, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety
and Health Program, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1561, Standard on Emergency Services Incident Manage-
ment System and Command Safety, 2014 edition.

NFPA 1710, Standard for the Organization and Deployment of
Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical Operations, and
Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire Departments, 2010
edition.

NFPA 1720, Standard for the Organization and Deployment of
Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical Operations, and
Special Operations to the Public by Volunteer Fire Departments, 2014
edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) for Emergency Services, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1983, Standard on Life Safety Rope and Equipment for
Emergency Services, 2012 edition.

2.3 Other Publications. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary,
11th edition, Merriam-Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.

NFPA 1404, Standard for Fire Service Respiratory Protection
Training, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety
and Health Program, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1710, Standard for the Organization and Deployment of
Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical Operations, and
Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire Departments, 2010
edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) for Emergency Services, 2013 edition.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1*% Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2*% Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an orga-
nization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates com-
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