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In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other 
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any 
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment 
or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any 
given circumstances.  

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA 
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with 
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not 
be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.  
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS 
 

Updating of NFPA Documents  
Users of  NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be aware that these documents may be 

superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. 
An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments 
and any Errata then in effect. In order to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the 
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National 
Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed below. 

 
Interpretations of NFPA Documents  
A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be 

considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation. 
 
Patents  
The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in connection with an 

NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk 
of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA 
Documents. 

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in American National 
Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy: 

NOTICE:  The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may require use of an invention covered by 
patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential 
patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to 
grant licenses  under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of 
such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below. 

 
Law and Regulations  
Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its 

codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may 
not be construed as doing so. 

 
Copyrights  
NFPA Documents are copyrighted by the NFPA. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include both 

use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and methods. By 
making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to 
these documents.  

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term “adoption by reference” 
means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting authority should be 
noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested 
to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of 
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below. 

 
For Further Information  
All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its codes 

and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim 
Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the 
attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02169-7471; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org 
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This edition of NFPA 150, Standard on Fire and Life Safety in Animal Housing Facilities, was
prepared by the Technical Committee on Animal Housing Facilities, and acted on by NFPA at
its June Association Technical Meeting held June 11–14, 2012, in Las Vegas, NV. It was issued
by the Standards Council on August 9, 2012, with an effective date of August 29, 2012, and
supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 150 was approved as an American National Standard on August 29, 2012.

Origin and Development of NFPA 150
After a series of disastrous fires in racetrack stables in 1975, NFPA established the Commit-

tee on Firesafety in Racetrack Stables. This committee began its work in 1976 with the estab-
lishment of three working subcommittees covering construction, occupancy requirements,
and fire protection. NFPA 150, Standard on Firesafety in Racetrack Stables, was first published in
1979. In the 1985 edition, minor changes were made to the standard that included the
printing of Table 3 from NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, in Appendix A.
Changes to both the 1991 and 1995 editions consisted of editorial improvements and clarifi-
cations of the existing text.

The 2000 edition added a section on equivalency and essentially revised other portions of
the text to reflect the Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents for use of manda-
tory language.

In 2004, the scope of NFPA 150 expanded to include life and safety requirements for both
humans and animals in all types of animal housing facilities. In July of 2004, the Standards
Council approved the expansion and changed the name of the document to Standard on Fire
and Life Safety in Animal Housing Facilities. The expanded NFPA 150 provided better guidance
to authorities having jurisdiction by addressing all types of animal housing facilities and made
possible the consistent treatment of such facilities from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.

The 2009 edition included several updates related primarily to the referenced codes and
standards and to some of the extracted text. A new provision allowing the use of the room-
corner test from NFPA 286, Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Contribution of Wall and
Ceiling Interior Finish to Room Fire Growth, was introduced to allow an alternative test protocol to
evaluate interior finish materials.

The 2013 edition includes a new chapter on performance-based design, and requirements
for fire protection systems have been revised.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Changes other than editorial are indicated by a vertical
rule beside the paragraph, table, or figure in which the
change occurred. These rules are included as an aid to the
user in identifying changes from the previous edition. Where
one or more complete paragraphs have been deleted, the de-
letion is indicated by a bullet (•) between the paragraphs that
remain.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex C. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other refer-
ences as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions
of extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee re-
sponsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

1.1.1* This standard shall provide the minimum requirements
for the design, construction, fire protection, and classification
of animal housing facilities.

1.1.2 Animal housing facilities shall be designed, constructed,
and maintained in accordance with the adopted building, fire,
and life safety codes and the requirements herein.

1.1.3 Where requirements of this standard differ from the
adopted fire prevention, life safety, and building codes, the
requirements of this standard shall govern the protection of
the animal occupants and animal handlers.

1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this standard shall be to prevent
the loss of animal life, human life, and property from fire or
other emergencies by providing the minimum requirements
for the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of
facilities where animals are housed, including but not limited
to rest, feed, work, exercise, and production areas.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1* This standard shall apply to animal housing facilities
that are subject to local, state, or federal licensing or permit-
ting requirements, including but not limited to the following:

(1) Barns and stables
(2) Kennels
(3) Racetrack stable/kennel areas, including those stable/

kennel areas, barns, and associated buildings at state,
county, and local fairgrounds

(4) Animal shelters
(5) Animal hospitals and veterinary facilities
(6) Zoos and special amusement parks
(7) Laboratories
(8) Agricultural facilities
(9) Mercantile or business occupancies with animals

1.3.2 This standard shall apply to new animal housing facilities.

1.3.3 This standard shall also apply to existing facilities where
any one of the following conditions applies:

(1) A change of use or occupancy classification occurs where
animals are introduced.

(2) A change is made in the subclassification or category of
the animals housed.

(3) A renovation, modification, reconstruction, or addition is
made.

(4) A building or structure with an animal housing facility is
relocated.

(5) A building with an animal housing facility is considered
damaged, unsafe, or a fire hazard.

(6) A property line that affects compliance with any provision
of this standard is created or relocated.

1.3.4* This standard shall apply to temporary structures hous-
ing animals solely for the purposes of developing a disaster/
emergency management program in accordance with 4.3.4.

1.4 Retroactivity. The provisions of this standard provide an
acceptable degree of protection from the hazards addressed
in this standard at the time the standard was issued.

1.4.1 Unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this stan-
dard shall not apply to facilities, equipment, structures, or in-
stallations that existed or were approved for construction or
installation prior to the effective date of the standard. Where
specified, the provisions of this standard shall be retroactive.

1.4.2 In those cases where the authority having jurisdiction
determines that the existing situation presents an unaccept-
able degree of risk, the authority having jurisdiction shall be
permitted to apply retroactively any portions of this standard
deemed appropriate.

1.4.3 The retroactive requirements of this standard shall be
permitted to be modified if their application clearly would be
impractical in the judgment of the authority having jurisdic-
tion, and only where it is clearly evident that a reasonable
degree of safety is provided.

1.5 Equivalency. Nothing in this standard is intended to pre-
vent the use of systems, methods, or devices of equivalent or
superior quality, strength, fire resistance, effectiveness, dura-
bility, and safety over those prescribed by this standard.

1.5.1 Technical documentation shall be submitted to the au-
thority having jurisdiction to demonstrate equivalency.

150–4 FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY IN ANIMAL HOUSING FACILITIES

2013 Edition

Full document details: NFPA 150 2013

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-150-2013
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-150-2013


1.5.2 The system, method, or device shall be approved for the
intended purpose by the authority having jurisdiction.

1.5.3 Alternative systems, methods, or devices approved as
equivalent by the authority having jurisdiction shall be recog-
nized as being in compliance with this standard.

1.6 Units.

1.6.1 SI Units. Metric units in this standard are in accordance
with the modernized metric system known as the Interna-
tional System of Units (SI).

1.6.2 Primary and Equivalent Values. If a value for a measure-
ment as given in this standard is followed by an equivalent value
in other units, the first stated value shall be regarded as the re-
quirement. A given equivalent value might be approximate.

1.7 Enforcement. This standard shall be administered and en-
forced by the authority having jurisdiction designated by the
governing authority. (See Annex B for sample wording for enabling
legislation.)

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1, Fire Code, 2012 edition.
NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2010 edition.
NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 2013

edition.
NFPA 31, Standard for the Installation of Oil-Burning Equip-

ment, 2011 edition.
NFPA 54/ANSI Z223.1, National Fuel Gas Code, 2012 edition.
NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2011 edition.
NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®, 2011 edition.
NFPA72®, National FireAlarm and Signaling Code, 2013 edition.
NFPA 90A, Standard for the Installation of Air-Conditioning and

Ventilating Systems, 2012 edition.
NFPA 90B, Standard for the Installation of Warm Air Heating

and Air-Conditioning Systems, 2012 edition.
NFPA 92, Standard for Smoke Control Systems, 2012 edition.
NFPA 101®, Life Safety Code®, 2012 edition.
NFPA 211, Standard for Chimneys, Fireplaces, Vents, and Solid

Fuel–Burning Appliances, 2010 edition.
NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, 2012

edition.
NFPA 251, Standard Methods of Tests of Fire Resistance of Build-

ing Construction and Materials, 2006 edition.
NFPA 286, Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Contribu-

tion of Wall and Ceiling Interior Finish to Room Fire Growth, 2011 edi-
tion.

NFPA 720, Standard for the Installation of Carbon Monoxide
(CO) Detection and Warning Equipment, 2012 edition.

NFPA 780, Standard for the Installation of Lightning Protection
Systems, 2011 edition.

NFPA 1144, Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards
from Wildland Fire, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1600®, Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and
Business Continuity Programs, 2010 edition.

NFPA 5000®, Building Construction and Safety Code®, 2012
edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 ASCE Publications. American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, 1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Reston, VA 20191-4400.

ASCE/SEI 7, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other
Structures, 2010.

2.3.2 ASTM Publications. ASTM International, 100 Bar Har-
bor Drive, P.O. Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959.

ASTM E 84, Standard Test Method of Surface Burning Charac-
teristics of Building Material, 2010.

ASTM E 1591, Standard Guide for Obtaining Data for Determin-
istic Fire Models, 2007.

2.3.3 UL Publications. Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333
Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062-2096.

ANSI/UL 723, Standard for Test of Surface Burning Character-
istics of Building Material, 2008, with revisions through Septem-
ber 13, 2010.

2.3.4 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.

NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, 2012
edition.

NFPA 5000®, Building Construction and Safety Code®, 2012
edition.

ASCE/SEI 7, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other
Structures, 2010.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an orga-
nization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates com-
pliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
specified manner.

3.2.4* Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the au-
thority having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of
products or services, that maintains periodic inspection of
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production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evalu-
ation of services, and whose listing states that either the equip-
ment, material, or service meets appropriate designated stan-
dards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified
purpose.

3.2.5 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.6 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.7 Standard. A document, the main text of which contains
only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate
requirements and which is in a form generally suitable for
mandatory reference by another standard or code or for adop-
tion into law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be consid-
ered a part of the requirements of a standard and shall be
located in an appendix, annex, footnote, informational note,
or other means as permitted in the Manual of Style for NFPA
Technical Committee Documents.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Addition. An increase in the building area, aggregate
floor area, height, or number of stories of a structure.
[ASCE/SEI 7:11.2]

3.3.2 Animal. For the purposes of this standard, an air-
breathing vertebrate.

3.3.2.1* Confined Animals. Animals housed such that hu-
man intervention is required for their release and evacua-
tion in case of emergency.

3.3.3* Animal Handler. A person responsible for the han-
dling, grooming, and care of confined animals, or reasonably
expected to assist in their handling and evacuation in case of
emergency.

3.3.4* Animal Housing Facility. Area of a building or struc-
ture, including interior and adjacent exterior spaces, where
animals are fed, rested, worked, exercised, treated, exhibited,
or used for production.

3.3.5 Building Height. The vertical distance from the grade
plane to the average elevation of the highest roof surface.
[5000, 2012]

3.3.6 Cage. A box or enclosure from which an animal or ani-
mals cannot normally escape without human intervention.

3.3.7 Confined Animals. See 3.3.2.1.

3.3.8 Feed Room. See 3.3.20.1.

3.3.9 Fire Resistance Rating. The time, in minutes or hours,
that materials or assemblies have withstood a fire exposure as
established in accordance with the test procedures of
NFPA 251, Standard Methods of Tests of Tests of Fire Resistance of
Building Constuction and Materials. [220, 2012]

3.3.10 General Public. People who do not have an intimate
knowledge of the layout of the building or structure, or the
general behavior of the animals at the facility, and are not
intended personnel.

3.3.11 Halter. A piece of equipment, composed of rope or
straps and buckles, that fits securely around the head of an
animal such as a horse or cow, used in handling and leading
animals from place to place.

3.3.12 Intended Personnel. People working in the animal
housing facility with an intimate knowledge of the layout of

the building or structure and the general behavior of the ani-
mals at the facility, such as employees or students, who are not
considered the general public.

3.3.13 Lead. A rope, chain, or strap of suitable length with a
clasp at one end used for handling and leading animals by a
halter, collar, or harness.

3.3.14 Mechanical Equipment Room. See 3.3.20.2.

3.3.15 Modification. The reconfiguration of any space, the
addition or elimination of any door or window, the addition or
elimination of load-bearing elements, the reconfiguration or
extension of any system, or the installation of any additional
equipment. [5000, 2012]

3.3.16 Occupancy. The purpose for which a building or
other structure, or part thereof, is used or intended to be
used. [ASCE/SEI 7:1.2]

3.3.17* Protection. A device, material, or system that provides
a specified level of safety to achieve a desired outcome.

3.3.18 Reconstruction. The reconfiguration of a space that af-
fects an exit, or a corridor shared by more than a single tenant; or
reconfiguration of space such that the rehabilitation work area is
not permitted to be occupied because existing means of egress
and fire protection systems, or their equivalent, are not in place
or continuously maintained. [5000, 2012]

3.3.19 Renovation. The replacement in kind, strengthening,
or upgrading of elements, materials, equipment, or fixtures
that does not result in a reconfiguration of the building or
spaces within. [5000, 2012]

3.3.20 Room.

3.3.20.1 Feed Room. Room used to store feed and feed
supplies for animals.

3.3.20.2 Mechanical Equipment Room. Room that contains
mechanical, electrical, air conditioning, or other equipment.

3.3.20.3 Storage Room. Enclosed room within a building
containing tack and equipment used for animal handling,
capture, restraint, grooming, training, care, and upkeep of
the animal facility.

3.3.20.4 Tack Room. A storage area for tack and stable
equipment.

3.3.21 Stall. A room or compartment that normally houses
one or more animals.

3.3.22 Storage Room. See 3.3.20.3.

3.3.23 Tack. Stable gear; also harnesses, bridles, saddles, and
other accessories used in riding or driving horses.

3.3.24 Tack Room. See 3.3.20.4.

3.3.25 Trainer. A person responsible for the care and train-
ing of animals.

Chapter 4 General Requirements

4.1* Goals and Objectives.

4.1.1* Goals. The primary goals of this standard shall be safety
and facility usability for both human and animal occupants, in-
cluding property protection as it relates to the primary goals.

4.1.2* Objectives. To achieve the goals stated in 4.1.1, the
goals and objectives of 4.1.3 and 4.1.4 shall be satisfied.
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4.1.3 Safety. The intent of the safety goal of this standard shall
be to reduce the probability of injury or death to both animal
and human occupants from fire, similar emergencies, and fa-
cility use.

4.1.3.1 Safety from Fire.

4.1.3.1.1* Safety-from-Fire Goals. The fire safety goals of this
standard shall be as follows:

(1) To provide an environment for human occupants inside
an animal housing facility that is reasonably safe from fire
and similar emergencies

(2) To provide an environment for animal occupants inside
or adjacent to a structure that is reasonably safe from fire
and similar emergencies

(3) To provide reasonable safety for fire fighters and emer-
gency responders during search and rescue operations
for animal and human occupants

(4) To attempt to minimize loss of property and interruption
of facility operations from fire and similar emergencies

4.1.3.1.2 Safety-from-Fire Objectives.

4.1.3.1.2.1 Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
protect human and animal occupants not intimate with the
initial fire development for the time needed to evacuate, relo-
cate, or defend in place.

4.1.3.1.2.2* Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
provide reasonable safety for fire fighters and emergency re-
sponders during search and rescue operations for animal and
human occupants.

4.1.3.1.2.3 Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
provide reasonable access to the structure for emergency
responders.

4.1.3.1.2.4 Facilities shall be designed and constructed to rea-
sonably protect adjacent persons, animals, and structures
from injury, death, or substantial damage as a result of a fire.

4.1.3.2 Safety During Facility Use.

4.1.3.2.1* Safety-During-Facility-Use Goal. The safety-during-
facility-use goal of this standard shall be to provide an environ-
ment for both the human and animal occupants of the facility
that is reasonably safe during the normal use of the facility.

4.1.3.2.2 Safety-During-Facility-Use Objectives.

4.1.3.2.2.1 Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
provide for reasonably safe animal and crowd movement dur-
ing emergency and nonemergency conditions.

4.1.3.2.2.2 Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
provide reasonable safety for animal and human occupants
and workers during construction and demolition.

4.1.3.2.2.3* Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
provide reasonable and appropriate notification to occupants
during emergency situations.

4.1.3.2.2.4 Facilities shall be designed and constructed to
provide reasonable signage to identify hazards, means of
egress, and other building safety features.

4.1.4 Usability Goal. The intent of the usability goal of this
standard shall be to ensure that the facility is capable of func-
tioning at the level for which it was designed.

4.1.4.1 Function.

4.1.4.1.1* Function Goal. The intent of the function goal of
this standard shall be to ensure that a facility and its systems,
features, and construction, throughout its life, provide reason-
able capability of operation to satisfy the other goals of this
standard.

4.1.4.1.2* Function Objective. Facilities shall be designed and
constructed to provide reasonable assurance that its systems,
features, and construction are capable of performing their in-
tended use to satisfy the objectives of this standard.

4.2 Fundamental Fire and Life Safety Requirements.

4.2.1 Multiple Safeguards.

4.2.1.1 The design of every facility intended for animal and
human occupancy shall be such that reliance for property pro-
tection and safety to life does not depend solely on any single
safeguard.

4.2.1.2 Additional safeguard(s) shall be provided for prop-
erty protection and life safety in case any single safeguard is
ineffective due to inappropriate animal or human actions,
building failure, or system failure.

4.2.2 Appropriateness of Safeguards. Every facility shall be
provided with means of egress and other fire and life safety
safeguards of the kinds, numbers, locations, and capacities
appropriate to the individual facility, with due regard to the
following:

(1) Character of the occupancy, including fire load
(2) Capabilities of both the human and animal occupants
(3) Number of animals and persons exposed
(4) Fire protection available
(5) Height and type of construction of the facility
(6) Other factors necessary to provide animal and human oc-

cupants with a reasonable degree of safety
(7) Other factors necessary to protect the facility and con-

tents from unacceptable damage

4.2.3 Means of Egress. The minimum number of means of
egress for human and animal occupants shall be in accor-
dance with Chapter 8.

4.2.4* Occupant Notification. In every facility of such size, ar-
rangement, or occupancy that a fire itself might not provide ad-
equate occupant warning, fire alarm systems shall be provided
where necessary to warn occupants of the existence of fire.

4.2.5 System Design and Installation. Any fire protection sys-
tem, building service equipment, feature of protection, or
safeguard provided for fire and life safety shall be designed,
installed, and approved in accordance with applicable NFPA
codes and standards.

4.2.6 Limiting Fire Spread.

4.2.6.1 The interior surfaces of the facility shall not contrib-
ute to an unacceptable rate and magnitude of fire spread and
generation of heat and smoke.

4.2.6.2 The construction of concealed spaces shall not con-
tribute to an unacceptable rate of the spread of fire, hot gases,
and smoke to areas of the facility remote from the fire source
and shall limit their spread beyond the immediate area of the
origin of the fire.

4.2.6.3 The facility shall be compartmented, as appropriate,
by walls and floors, including their associated openings with
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proper closures, to limit the spread of fire, hot gases, and
smoke to an acceptable area beyond the immediate area of
fire origin.

4.2.7 Structural Integrity. The facility’s structural members
and assemblies shall be provided with the required degree of
fire resistance to limit structural damage, damage to the build-
ing and its contents, and damage to adjacent buildings and
property.

4.3 General Requirements.

4.3.1 Authority Having Jurisdiction.

4.3.1.1 The authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) shall deter-
mine whether the provisions of this standard are met.

4.3.1.2 Where it is evident that a reasonable degree of safety
is provided, any requirement shall be permitted to be modi-
fied if its application would be hazardous under normal occu-
pancy conditions in the judgment of the AHJ.

4.3.1.3* Where it is evident that special circumstances not spe-
cifically addressed in this standard exist in the design, con-
struction, use, or operation of the facility, the AHJ shall be
permitted to require additional safeguards such that a reason-
able degree of safety is provided.

4.3.2 Provisions in Excess of Standard Requirements. Noth-
ing in this standard shall be construed to prohibit a superior
type of building construction, an additional means of egress,
or an otherwise safer condition than that specified by the
minimum requirements of this standard.

4.3.3 Maintenance and Testing.

4.3.3.1 Where any device, equipment, system, condition,
arrangement, or level of protection, or any other feature, is
required for compliance with the provisions of this stan-
dard, such device, equipment, system, condition, arrange-
ment, level of protection, or other feature shall thereafter
be continuously maintained in accordance with applicable
NFPA requirements or as directed by the AHJ.

4.3.3.2 Equipment requiring periodic testing or operation to
ensure its maintenance shall be tested or operated as specified
elsewhere in this standard or as directed by the AHJ.

4.3.3.3 Maintenance and testing shall be under the supervi-
sion of a responsible person who shall ensure that testing and
maintenance are made at specified intervals in accordance
with applicable NFPA standards or as directed by the AHJ.

4.3.4 Disaster/Emergency Management Program.

4.3.4.1 General. Disaster/emergency management programs
shall be required in all animal housing facilities to protect and
ensure the safety of the animal and human occupants during
fire or other similar emergencies.

4.3.4.2 Program Requirements.

4.3.4.2.1* Disaster/emergency management programs shall
be developed in accordance with NFPA 1600, Standard on
Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity Pro-
grams, and shall include the procedures for reporting emer-
gencies; the occupant and staff response to emergencies; the
design and conduct of disaster/emergency drills; the type and
coverage of building fire protection systems; and other items
required by the AHJ.

4.3.4.2.2 Required disaster/emergency management pro-
grams shall be submitted to the AHJ for review and approval.

4.3.4.2.3 Disaster/emergency management programs shall
be reviewed and updated annually.

4.3.4.2.4 Revised plans shall be submitted for review and up-
dates shall be provided whenever changes are made in the
occupancy or physical arrangement of the building or fire pro-
tection systems or features.

4.3.4.2.5 Floor plans shall be provided to theAHJ, as requested.

4.3.4.2.6 In accordance with the disaster/emergency man-
agement program, equipment designated as necessary for the
evacuation of animals, such as halters and leads, shall be worn
by or kept near each animal at all times.

4.3.5* Disaster/Emergency Drills.

4.3.5.1 Disaster/emergency drills conforming to the provisions
of this standard shall be conducted in cooperation with the local
authorities and as specified by this standard or by the AHJ.

4.3.5.2 Drill Frequency.

4.3.5.2.1 Where required by this standard or the AHJ,
disaster/emergency drills shall be held to familiarize occu-
pants with the drill procedure and to establish conduct of the
drill as a matter of routine.

4.3.5.2.2* Disaster/emergency drills shall include procedures
to ensure that all persons subject to the drill participate.

Chapter 5 Performance-Based Design Option

5.1* General Requirements.

5.1.1 Application. The requirements of this chapter shall ap-
ply to buildings or structures, portions of buildings or struc-
tures, or building systems designed in accordance with the
performance-based option permitted by Section 4.3.

5.1.2 Goals and Objectives. The performance-based design
shall meet the goals and objectives of Section 4.1.

5.1.3* Independent Review. The authority having jurisdiction
shall be permitted to require an approved, independent third
party to review the proposed design and provide an evaluation
of the design to the authority having jurisdiction at the ex-
pense of the owner.

5.1.4 Sources of Data. Data sources shall be identified and
documented for each input data requirement that must be
met using a source other than a design scenario, an assump-
tion, or a building design specification. The degree of conser-
vatism reflected in such data shall be specified, and a justifica-
tion for the source shall be provided.

5.1.5* Final Determination. The authority having jurisdiction
shall make the final determination as to whether the perfor-
mance objectives have been met.

5.1.6* Maintenance of Design Features.

5.1.6.1 The design features required for the building to con-
tinue to meet the performance goals and objectives of this
standard shall be maintained for the life of the building. Such
performance goals and objectives shall include complying
with all documented assumptions and design specifications.
Any variations shall require the approval of the authority hav-
ing jurisdiction prior to the actual change.
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