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NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REVISION SYMBOLS IDENTIFYING CHANGES FROM THE PREVIOUS EDITION
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figure. When a chapter was heavily revised, the entire chapter is marked throughout with the A
symbol. Where one or more sections were deleted, a ® is placed between the remaining sections.
Chapters, annexes, sections, figures, and tables that are new are indicated with an 'N.

Note that these indicators are a guide. Rearrangement of sections may not be captured in the
markup, but users can view complete revision details in the First and Second Draft Reports located in
the archived revision information section of each code at www.nfpa.org/docinfo. Any subsequent
changes from the NFPA Technical Meeting, Tentative Interim Amendments, and Errata are also
located there.
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consists of the current edition of the document together with any TIAs and Errata then in effect.
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Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, go to www.nfpa.org/docinfo to choose from the list of
NFPA Standards or use the search feature to select the NFPA Standard number (e.g., NFPA 13). The
document information page provides up-to-date document-specific information as well as postings of
all existing TIAs and Errata. It also includes the option to register for an “Alert” feature to receive an
automatic email notification when new updates and other information are posted regarding the
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time through the
issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the
National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights
NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe

practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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This edition of NFPA 1852, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Open-Circuit Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), was prepared by the Technical Committee on Respiratory Protection
Equipment and released by the Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective
Clothing and Equipment. It was issued by the Standards Council on May 4, 2018, with an effective
date of May 24, 2018, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1852 was approved as an American National Standard on May 24, 2018.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1852

The technical committee was assigned the responsibility of addressing selection, care, and
maintenance issues for open-circuit self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). To address these
issues, the committee developed NFPA 1852, which is oriented to the users of such SCBA and their
respective organizations.

This document was developed for organizations that use SCBA for the respiratory protection of
their personnel who engage in emergency operations with the goal of reducing the safety risks and
potential health risks associated with poorly maintained, contaminated, or damaged SCBA.

This document was also developed to fulfill the SCBA selection, care, and maintenance portions
of the overall respiratory protection program required by NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department
Occupational Safety and Health Program, and applies to all SCBA that are certified as compliant with the
current and previous editions of NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus for Fire and Emergency Services.

During the development of this document, committee member Deputy Chief Robert Kolenda of
the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Bureau of Fire (PBF) worked tirelessly to develop meaningful
requirements to assure the safety of fire and emergency services personnel who depend on SCBA for
their respiratory protection and their lives. Chief Kolenda lost his son, Pittsburgh Fire Fighter Marc
Kolenda, at a fire, due in part to inadequate protection provided by his SCBA.

The first edition, the 2002 edition of NFPA 1852, was acted on by the NFPA membership at its
November Association Technical Meeting in Dallas, Texas, on November 13, 2001, and became
effective on January 31, 2002.

In the 2008 edition, the committee processed a complete revision of the document including an
overall revision of text for clarity and up-to-date terminology. Section 1.3 was revised and
restructured to include later editions of NFPA 1981 and to clarify the documents to which this
standard applies. Chapter 2 was revised to include the documents referenced within the mandatory
sections of the standard and updated editions approved by the committee. Section 3.3 was reviewed
and revised as necessary to update or add new definitions according to the project on Fire and
Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment glossary.

Chapter 4 was completely reviewed for upgrades and modifications to existing text as hazards
involving SCBA. Section 4.4 (formerly Section 4.3), SCBA Compliance — Upgrades and Retirement,
was revised and reformatted to add new requirements for SCBA purchased during the effective
periods of the 2000 and 2007 editions of NFPA 1981. In Chapter 5, subsection 5.1.1 was expanded to
include selected accessories that could be added to SCBA.

Documents

NFPA and National Fire Protection Association are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection Associtiich Oiincy, Massachusetts 02169.

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: NFPA 1852 2019


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-1852-2019
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-1852-2019

1852-2 SELECTION, CARE, AND MAINTENANCE OF OPEN-CIRCUIT SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS (SCBA)

Opverall, chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8 were completely reviewed for upgrades and modifications to existing text as necessary, and
the annex material was updated and expanded to provide additional advisory information regarding selection, care, and
maintenance issues.

The 2008 edition was issued by the NFPA Standards Council with an effective date of December 31, 2007.

The 2013 edition of NFPA 1852 was completely reviewed for updates and changes to the existing text. The committee
processed several proposals and comments, most notably changing the term hazards in Section 4.2 to adverse conditions.
Several annex items were updated to reflect changes in U.S. Department of Transportation terminology, including a
replacement of the term exemptions with special permits. Also, in Annex C, the committee replaced the name of the Research
and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) with its current name, Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration
(PHMSA).

The 2019 edition of NFPA 1852 features editorial updates and changes to the 2013 text. Since NFPA 1852 is now the
selection, care, and maintenance standard for NFPA 1986 as well as NFPA 1981, references to NFPA 1986 have been added to
sections of the standard. New requirements for reporting adverse conditions involving SCBA have been added, including
removal from service, securing SCBA and restricting access, and documenting the chain of custody. A chain of custody form
has been added to an annex as an example for users of this standard. NFPA 1986 now requires organizations to provide to the
SCBA manufacturer data logging and photo or video evidence of the specific adverse condition. The 2019 edition also clarifies
when SCBAs must be upgraded or retired.
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Steven D. Corrado, UL LLC, NC [RT]
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Brian Montgomery, U.S. Department of Justice, DC [E] Daniel N. Rossos, Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards &
Rep. Tactical and Technical Operations Respiratory Protection Training, OR [E]
Equipment Rep. TC on Respiratory Protection Equipment

Chris Farrell, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the
back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
design, performance, testing, and certification of protective clothing and protective
equipment manufactured for fire and emergency services organizations and personnel, to
protect against exposures encountered during emergency incident operations. This
Committee shall also have the primary responsibility for documents on the selection, care,
and maintenance of such protective clothing and protective equipment by fire and
emergency services organizations and personnel.
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This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the

back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on
respiratory equipment, including breathing air, for fire and emergency services personnel
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during incidents involving hazardous or oxygen deficient atmospheres. This Committee shall
also have primary responsibility for documents on the selection, care, and maintenance of
respiratory protection equipment and systems by fire and emergency services organizations
and personnel.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta-
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in advisory sections of this
document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in the
informational sections are given in Annex D. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other references
as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions of
extracted text should be sent to the technical committee
responsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex D.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

A 1.1.1* This standard shall specify minimum requirements for

the selection, care, and maintenance of open-circuit self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) and combination
SCBA/supplied air respirator (SAR) that are used for respira-
tory protection during emergency or tactical or technical oper-
ations, in environments where the atmosphere is immediately
dangerous to life and health (IDLH) or could become oxygen
deficient or IDLH.

1.1.2 This standard shall specify the requirements for SCBA
models as detailed in Section 1.3 of this chapter.

A 1.1.3 For fire departments, this standard shall specify the
requirements for the SCBA selection, care, and maintenance
component of the respiratory protection program required in
Section 7.10 of NFPA 1500.

1.1.4 This standard shall not specify requirements for any
closed-circuit SCBA.

1.1.5 This standard shall not specify requirements for other
respiratory protection program components of the organiza-
tion such as SCBA training, appropriate use of SCBA for opera-
tions, and breathing air quality as these program components
are under the jurisdiction of other NFPA standards.

1.1.6 'This standard shall not specify requirements for accesso-
ries attached to the SCBA unless specifically addressed herein.

1.1.7 Nothing herein shall restrict any jurisdiction from
exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1 The purpose of this standard shall be to establish proce-
dures as part of a program to provide care and maintenance
for open-circuit SCBA and combination SCBA/SAR in order to
reduce the safety risks and potential health risks associated with
poorly maintained, contaminated, or damaged SCBA.

A 1.2.2 This standard shall also establish basic criteria for the
evaluation and selection process associated with purchasing
open-circuit SCBA to assure only SCBA that meet the require-
ments of NFPA 1981 or NFPA 1986 are acquired for use by
emergency services organizations.

1.3 Application.
1.3.1 New and Existing SCBA.

A 1.3.1.1 For fire departments, this standard shall apply to the
requirements for selection, care, and maintenance of the SCBA
component of the fire department’s respiratory protection
program as required by Section 7.10 of NFPA 1500.

1.3.1.2 This standard shall apply to the acquisition of new
open-circuit SCBA and to the preparation of new SCBA to go
into the “in service” status.

A 1.3.1.3 This standard shall apply to the organization's existing
open-circuit SCBA that are covered in the care and mainte-
nance part of the respiratory protection program for open-
circuit SCBA, and the standard shall also apply to the selection
process to acquire new open-circuit SCBA to augment or
replace existing SCBA.

o

A 1.3.1.4 This standard shall apply to open-circuit SCBA that
were certified by an independent third-party certification
organization as compliant with the 2002 or 2007 edition of
NFPA 1981, with the 2013 or later edition of NFPA 1981, or
with the 2017 edition of NFPA 1986.

1.3.2 Implementation.

1.3.2.1 When this standard is adopted by an organization or
by a jurisdiction, the authority having jurisdiction shall set a
date or dates for achieving compliance with the requirements
of this standard.

1.3.2.2 The organization or the jurisdiction shall be permitted
to establish a phase-in schedule for compliance with specific
requirements of this standard.

Documents

2019 Edition Shaded text = Revisions. A = Text deletions and figure/table revisions. = Section d-lciions. N = New material.

Full document details: NFPA 1852 2019

Document Sharing Hub


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-1852-2019
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-1852-2019

DEFINITIONS 1852-9

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be
considered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 19B, Standard on Respiratory Protective Equipment for Fire-
Jfighters, 1971 edition.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety,
Health, and Wellness Program, 2018 edition.

NFPA 1901, Standard for Automotive Fire Apparatus, 2016
edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) for Emergency Services, 2018 edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) for Emergency Services, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) for Emergency Services, 2007 edition.

NFPA 1981, Standard on Open-Circuit Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus for Fire and Emergency Services, 2002 edition.

NFPA 1982, Standard on Personal Alert Safety Systems (PASS),
2018 edition.

NFPA 1986, Standard on Respiratory Protection Equipment for
Tactical and Technical Operations, 2017 edition.

NFPA 1989, Standard on Breathing Air Quality for Emergency
Services Respiratory Protection, 2019 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 U.S. Government Publications. U.S. Government
Publishing Office, 732 North Capitol Street, NW, Washington,
DC 20401-0001.

Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1910.134, Respira-
lory Protection, 7 August 2012.

Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1910.156, Fire
Brigades, 12 December 2008.

2.3.2 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections. (Reserved)

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall be
defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within the
context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.
3.2.1*% Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-

tion.

3.2.2% Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements
of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials,
an installation, or a procedure.
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3.2.3 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.4 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.5 Standard. An NFPA Standard, the main text of which
contains only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to
indicate requirements and that is in a form generally suitable
for mandatory reference by another standard or code or for
adoption into law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be
considered a part of the requirements of a standard and shall
be located in an appendix, annex, footnote, informational
note, or other means as permitted in the NFPA Manuals of
Style. When used in a generic sense, such as in the phrase
“standards development process” or “standards development
activities,” the term “standards” includes all NFPA Standards,
including Codes, Standards, Recommended Practices, and
Guides.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Atmosphere-Supplying Respirator. A respirator that
supplies the respirator user with breathing air from a source
independent of the ambient atmosphere, which includes self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) and supplied air respi-
rators (SAR). [See also 3.3.14, Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus
(SCBA), and 3.3.16, Supplied Air Respirator (SAR).]

3.3.2 Care. Procedures for cleaning, decontamination, and
storage of protective clothing and equipment.

3.3.3* Combination SCBA/SAR. An atmosphere-supplying
respirator that supplies a respirable atmosphere to the user
from a combination of two breathing air sources both of which
are independent of the ambient environment. [See also 3.3.1,
Atmosphere-Supplying Respirator; 3.3.14, Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA); and 3.3.16, Supplied Air Respirator (SAR).]

3.3.4 Contamination/Contaminated. The process by which
protective clothing or equipment has been exposed to hazard-
ous materials or biological agents.

3.3.5 Cross Contamination. The transfer of contamination
from one item to another or to the environment.

3.3.6 Fully Charged. An SCBA cylinder filled to greater than
90 percent of the NIOSH rated service pressure.

3.3.7 In-Service. Ready for immediate use.

3.3.8 Maintenance. Procedures for inspection, repair, and
removal from service of protective clothing and equipment.

3.3.9% Organization. The entity that provides the direct
management and supervision for emergency services response
personnel.

3.3.10 Rebuild. To clean and examine compliant product
thoroughly and make needed repairs and replace components
as specified by the manufacturer.

3.3.11 SAR. An abbreviation for supplied air respirator. [See
also 3.3.16, Supplied Air Respirator (SAR).]

3.3.12 SCBA. An abbreviation for self-contained breathing
apparatus. [See also 3.3.14, Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus
(SCBA).]

3.3.13 Selection. The process of determining what protective
clothing and equipment (PCE) are necessary for protection of
emergency services response personnel from an anticipated

Documents

2019 Edition

Document Sharing Hub


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-1852-2019
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-1852-2019

