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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be
amended with the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is
intended that through regular revisions and amendments, participants in the NFPA standards
development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents, materials,
technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect
this consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current
NFPA Standard on the subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition
of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current
experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or
corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.
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ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be amended with the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is intended that through regular revisions and amendments,
participants in the NFPA standards development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents,
materials, technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect this
consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current NFPA Standard on the
subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended
by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in
time consists of the current edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or corrected by Errata, visit the
“Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights
NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe

practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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Copyright © 2021 National Fire Protection Association®. All Rights Reserved.

NFPA® 1877

Standard on

Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Wildland Firefighting Protective
Clothing and Equipment

2022 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1877, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Wildland Firefighting
Protective Clothing and Equipment, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Wildland Fire Fighting
Protective Clothing and Equipment and released by the Correlating Committee on Fire and
Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment. It was issued by the Standards Council on
March 18, 2021, with an effective date of April 8, 2021.

This edition of NFPA 1877 was approved as an American National Standard on April 8, 2021.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1877

This first edition of NFPA 1877, Standard on Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Wildland Firefighting
Protective Clothing and Equipment, was created to specify the minimum requirements for the selection,
care, and maintenance of the wildland firefighting protective clothing and equipment that are
compliant with NFPA 1977. This equipment includes garments, helmets, gloves, footwear, face/neck
shrouds, goggles, chain saw protection, and load-carrying equipment.

The standard does not specify requirements for organizational programs — the appropriate use
of structural firefighting or proximity firefighting protective ensembles; wildland firefighting
protective clothing and equipment for training or operations; or for infection control. Such
programs are under the jurisdiction of other NFPA standards, including NFPA 1951, NFPA 1971,
NFPA 1991, NFPA 1992, NFPA 1994, and NFPA 1999.

The purpose of this standard is to establish basic criteria for selection, inspection, cleaning,
decontamination, repair, storage, and retirement of wildland firefighting protective clothing and
equipment, and to establish a program that uses these criteria to reduce the safety risks and potential
health risks associated with poorly maintained, contaminated, or damaged protective clothing and
equipment.

The standard follows the structure of other NFPA standards concerning the selection, care, and
maintenance of personal protective equipment (PPE):

(1) Chapter 1 describes the scope and purpose.

(2) Chapter 2 lists references used in the standard.

(3) Chapter 3 has definitions used in the document.

(4) Chapter 4 has program organization.

(5) Chapter 5 has selection information.

(6) Chapter 6 concerns inspection.

(7) Chapter 7 has cleaning and decontamination information.

(8) Chapter 8 contains requirements for repair.

(9) Chapter 9 has storage requirements.
(10) Chapter 10 has criteria for retirement, disposition, and special incident procedures.
(11) Chapter 11 has information for independent service provider (ISP) verification.
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Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment

Rick L. Swan, Chair
IAFF Local 2881/CDF Fire Fighters, VA [L]
Rep. International Association of Fire Fighters
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Harry P. Winer, HIP Consulting LLC, MA [SE]
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Louis Carpentier, Innotex Inc., Canada [M]
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Robin B. Childs, US Department of Defense, VA [E]
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Robert J. Athanas, SAFE-IR, Incorporated, NY [SE]
Rep. TC on Electronic Safety Equipment

Christina M. Baxter, Emergency Response Tips, LLC, FL [U]
Rep. TC on Hazardous Materials PC&E
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This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the

back of the document.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 1877-3

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
design, performance, testing, and certification of protective clothing and protective
equipment manufactured for fire and emergency services organizations and personnel, to
protect against exposures encountered during emergency incident operations. This
Committee shall also have the primary responsibility for documents on the selection, care,
and maintenance of such protective clothing and protective equipment by fire and
emergency services organizations and personnel.
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Company, PA [M]
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Godot Apuzzo, US Forest Service, MT [RT] Steve W. McClintock, US Department of the Interior, NV [C]
(Alt. to Anthony Petrilli) (Alt. to Richard Brown)
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Pamela A. Kavalesky, Intertek Testing Services, NY [RT]
(Alt. to Jason L. Allen)

Chris Farrell, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list vepresents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the
back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on
protective clothing and protective equipment, except respiratory protective equipment, that
provides hand, foot, torso, limb and head protection, as well as interface protection for fire
fighters or other emergency services responders during incidents involving wildland fire
fighting operations. These operations include the activities of fire suppression and property
conservation in forest, brush, grass, ground cover, and other such vegetation that is not
within structures but that is involved in fire. Additionally, this Committee shall have primary
responsibility for documents on the selection, care, and maintenance of wildland fire
fighting protective clothing and protective equipment by fire and emergency services
organizations and personnel.
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1877-6 SELECTION, CARE, AND MAINTENANCE OF WILDLAND FIREFIGHTING PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT

NFPA 1877

Standard on

Selection, Care, and Maintenance of Wildland
Firefighting Protective Clothing and Equipment

2022 Edition

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta-
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. Extracted text may be edited for consistency and
style and may include the revision of internal paragraph refer-
ences and other references as appropriate. Requests for inter-
pretations or revisions of extracted text shall be sent to the
technical committee responsible for the source document.

Information on referenced and extracted publications can
be found in Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

1.1.1 This standard shall specify the minimum requirements
used for selection, care, and maintenance of wildland firefight-
ing protective clothing and equipment that are compliant with
NFPA 1977, including garments, helmets, gloves, footwear,
face/neck shrouds, goggles, chain saw protection, and load-
carrying equipment.

1.1.2 This standard shall not specify requirements for other
organizational programs, such as appropriate use of wildland
firefighting protective clothing and equipment for training, for
operations, or for infection control, because such programs are
under the jurisdiction of other NFPA standards.

1.1.3 This standard shall not apply to protective ensembles or
protective clothing that are compliant with NFPA 1951,
NFPA 1971, NFPA 1991, NFPA 1992, NFPA 1994, and
NFPA 1999.

2022 Edition

Full document details: NFPA 1877 2022

1.1.4 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all
the safety concerns associated with the use of compliant protec-
tive clothing and equipment. It shall be the responsibility of
the persons and organizations that use compliant protective
clothing and equipment to establish safety and health practices
and to determine the applicability of regulatory limitations
prior to use.

1.1.5 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all
the safety concerns, if any, associated with the use of this stand-
ard by testing or repair facilities. It shall be the responsibility of
the persons and organizations that use this standard to conduct
testing of protective clothing and equipment to establish safety
and health practices and to determine the applicability of regu-
latory limitations prior to using this standard for any designing,
manufacturing, and testing.

1.1.6 Nothing herein shall restrict any jurisdiction from
exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1 The purpose of this standard shall be to establish basic
criteria for selection, inspection, cleaning, decontamination,
repair, storage, and retirement of wildland firefighting protec-
tive clothing and equipment.

1.2.2 The purpose of this standard shall be to establish a
program that uses these criteria to reduce the safety risks and
potential health risks associated with poorly maintained, conta-
minated, or damaged wildland firefighting protective clothing
and equipment.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1 This standard shall apply to wildland firefighting cloth-
ing and equipment certified as compliant with NFPA 1977.

1.3.2 This standard shall not apply to other organizational
programs such as appropriate use of wildland firefighting
protective clothing and equipment for training, operations, or
infection control, because such programs are under the juris-
diction of other NFPA standards.

1.3.3 This standard shall not apply to respiratory protective
equipment other than where such equipment interfaces with
wildland firefighting protective clothing and equipment.

1.3.4 The requirements of this standard shall not apply to
accessories attached to any element of the wildland firefighting

protective clothing and equipment unless specifically
addressed herein.
1.4 Units.

1.4.1 In this standard, values for measurement are followed by
an equivalent in parentheses, but only the first stated value
shall be regarded as the requirement.

1.4.2 Values in parentheses shall not be considered as the
requirements because these values might not be exact equiva-
lents.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be
considered part of the requirements of this document.
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2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1500™, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety,
Health, and Wellness Program, 2021 edition.

NFPA 1951, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Technical Rescue
Incidents, 2020 edition.

NFPA 1971, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural Fire
Fighting and Proximity Fire Fighting, 2018 edition.

NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for
Wildland Fire Fighting and Urban Interface Fire Fighting, 2022
edition.

NFPA 1991, Standard on Vapor-Protective Ensembles for Hazard-
ous Materials Emergencies and CBRN Terrorism Incidents, 2016
edition.

NFPA 1992, Standard on Liquid Splash—Protective Ensembles and
Clothing for Hazardous Materials Emergencies, 2018 edition.

NFPA 1994, Standard on Protective Ensembles for First Responders
to Hazardous Materials Emergencies and CBRN Terrorism Incidents,
2018 edition.

NFPA 1999, Standard on Protective Clothing and Ensembles for
Emergency Medical Operations, 2018 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 ISO Publications. International Organization for Stand-
ardization, ISO Central Secretariat, BIBC II, Chemin de Blan-
donnet 8, CP 401, 1214 Vernier, Geneva, Switzerland.

ISO 17011:2017(E), Conformity assessment — General require-
ments for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies,

2004.

ISO 17025, General requirements for the competence of testing and
calibration laboratories, 2005.

ISO/IEC 17065, Conformity assessment — Requirements for bodies
certifying products, processes and services, 2012.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections. (Reserved)

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall be
defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within the
context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1*% Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2*% Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements
of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials,
an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an organ-
ization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or materi-
als, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates

Full document details: NFPA 1877 2022

compliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
specified manner.

3.2.4% Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the
authority having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of
products or services, that maintains periodic inspection of
production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evalua-
tion of services, and whose listing states that either the equip-
ment, material, or service meets appropriate designated
standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified
purpose.

3.2.5 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.6 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.7 Standard. An NFPA Standard, the main text of which
contains only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to
indicate requirements and that is in a form generally suitable
for mandatory reference by another standard or code or for
adoption into law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be
considered a part of the requirements of a standard and shall
be located in an appendix, annex, footnote, informational
note, or other means as permitted in the NFPA Manuals of
Style. When used in a generic sense, such as in the phrase
“standards development process” or “standards development
activities,” the term “standards” includes all NFPA Standards,
including Codes, Standards, Recommended Practices, and
Guides.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Accessories. An item, or items, that could be attached to
a certified product but that are not necessary for the certified
product to meet the requirements of the standard.

3.3.2 Base-Layer Garment. The first layer of a textile structure
that is in direct contact with the skin (e.g., briefs, tshirts, bras,
socks).

3.3.3 Biological Terrorism Agents. Liquid or particulate
agents that consist of a biologically derived toxin or pathogen
to inflict lethal or incapacitating casualties.

3.3.4 Body Fluids. Fluids that are produced by the body,
including but not limited to blood, semen, mucus, feces, urine,
vaginal secretions, breast milk, amniotic fluids, cerebrospinal
fluid, synovial fluid, and pericardial fluid.

3.3.5 Care. Procedures for cleaning, decontamination, and
storage of protective clothing and equipment.

3.3.6 Certification/Certified. A system whereby a certification
organization determines that a manufacturer has demonstrated
the ability to produce a product that complies with the require-
ments of a specific standard(s), authorizes the manufacturer to
use a label on listed products that comply with the require-
ments of that standard(s), and establishes a follow-up program
conducted by the certification organization as a check on the
methods the manufacturer uses to determine continued
compliance of labeled and listed products with the require-
ments of that standard(s).

3.3.7 Char. The formation of a brittle residue when material
is exposed to thermal energy.
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3.3.8 Cleaning. The act of removing soils and contaminants
from clothing and equipment by mechanical, chemical, ther-
mal, or combined processes.

3.3.9 Contamination/Contaminated. The process by which
clothing and equipment are exposed to hazardous materials,
body fluids, or chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear
(CBRN) terrorism agents.

3.3.10 Cross-Contamination. The transfer of contamination
from one item to another or to the environment.

3.3.11 Crown Straps. The part of the helmet suspension that
passes over the head.

3.3.12 Decontamination. The act of removing contaminates
from protective clothing and equipment by a physical, chemi-
cal, or combined process. (See also 3.3.8, Cleaning.)

3.3.13 Elasticity. The ability of a material to return to its origi-
nal form after being stretched.

3.3.14 Field Evaluation. The nonlaboratory assessment of an
element.

3.3.15 Fit. The quality, state, and manner in which clothing
and equipment, when worn, relate to the human body.

3.3.16 Flame Resistance (Protective Clothing and Equipment).
The property of a material whereby combustion is prevented,
terminated, or inhibited following the application of a flaming
or nonflaming source of ignition, with or without subsequent
removal of the ignition source.

3.3.17 Functionality. The ability of the clothing and equip-
ment or a component to continue to be utilized for its inten-
ded purpose.

3.3.18 Hardware. Nonfabric components of the protective
clothing and equipment, including but not limited to those
made of metal or plastic.

3.3.19 Hazardous Materials. Substances (solid, liquid, or gas)
that when released are capable of creating harm to people, the
environment, and property.

3.3.20 Independent Service Provider (ISP). See 3.3.34, Veri-
fied Independent Service Provider (ISP).

3.3.21 Integrity. The ability of an element to remain intact
and provide continued minimum performance.

3.3.22 Maintenance. The inspection, service, and repair of
protective clothing and equipment, including the determina-
tion for removal from service.

3.3.23 Major A Seam. Seam assemblies where rupture exposes
the wearer to immediate danger.

3.3.24 Manufacturer. The entity that directs and controls the
compliant product design, compliant product manufacturing,
or compliant product quality assurance or the entity that
assumes the liability for the compliant product or provides the
warranty for the compliant product.

3.3.25 Manufacturer-Trained Organization. A nonverified
organization trained by an element manufacturer of the same
element type to conduct advanced cleaning, advanced inspec-
tion, and/or basic repair on the organization’s clothing and
equipment.

2022 Edition
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3.3.26 Melt. A response to heat by a material resulting in
evidence of flowing or dripping.

3.3.27 Minor Seam. Remaining seam assemblies that are not
classified as major seams.

3.3.28 Organization. The entity that provides the direct
management and supervision for the emergency services
personnel.

3.3.29 Retirement. The process of permanently removing an
element from emergency operations service in the organiza-
tion.

3.3.30 Selection. The risk assessment process used to deter-
mine what protective clothing and equipment (PCE) is neces-
sary for protection of fire and emergency services response
personnel from an anticipated specific hazard or other activity,
the procurement of the appropriate PCE, and the choice of the
proper PCE for a specific hazard or activity at an emergency
incident.

3.3.31 Soiled/Soiling. The accumulation of materials that are
not considered hazardous but could degrade the performance
of the element.

3.3.32 Stress Area. Those areas of the garment that are
subjected to more wear, including, but not limited to, crotches,
knees, elbows, and shoulders.

3.3.33 Suspension. The energy attenuating system of the
helmet that is made up of the headband and crown strap.

3.3.34 Verified Independent Service Provider (ISP). An inde-
pendent service provider verified by a third-party certification
organization to conduct cleaning, repair service, or both.

3.3.35* Verified Organization. An organization, verified by a
third-party certifier, to conduct cleaning, repair service, or
both.

Chapter 4 Program

4.1 General.

4.1.1¥ The organization shall develop and implement a
program for the selection, care, and maintenance of wildland
firefighting personal protective equipment (PPE) used by the
members of the organization in the performance of their
assigned functions.

4.1.2 This program shall have the goal of providing wildland
firefighting PPE that are suitable and appropriate for the inten-
ded use; maintaining such protective PPE in a safe, usable
condition to provide the intended protection to the user;
removing from use such PPE that could cause or contribute to
user injury, illness, or death because of its condition; and
reconditioning, repairing or retiring such PPE.

4.1.3 Where this program for the selection, care, and mainte-
nance of wildland firefighting PPE is part of an organization’s
overall program on protective clothing and protective equip-
ment, the portion of the organization’s overall program that
affects wildland firefighting PPE shall be in accordance with
Section 4.2.

4.2 Program Organization for Wildland Firefighting PPE.

4.2.1 The organization shall develop written standard operat-
ing procedures (SOP) that shall identify and define the various
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