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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REVISION SYMBOLS IDENTIFYING CHANGES FROM THE PREVIOUS EDITION

Text revisions are shaded. A A before a section number indicates that words within that section were
deleted and a A to the left of a table or figure number indicates a revision to an existing table or
figure. When a chapter was heavily revised, the entire chapter is marked throughout with the A
symbol. Where one or more sections were deleted, a ® is placed between the remaining sections.
Chapters, annexes, sections, figures, and tables that are new are indicated with an ‘N.

Note that these indicators are a guide. Rearrangement of sections may not be captured in the
markup, but users can view complete revision details in the First and Second Draft Reports located in
the archived revision information section of each code at www.nfpa.org/docinfo. Any subsequent
changes from the NFPA Technical Meeting, Tentative Interim Amendments, and Errata are also
located there.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be
amended with the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is
intended that through regular revisions and amendments, participants in the NFPA standards
development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents, materials,
technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect
this consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current
NFPA Standard on the subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition
of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current
experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or
corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.
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ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be amended with the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is intended that through regular revisions and amendments,
participants in the NFPA standards development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents,
materials, technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect this
consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current NFPA Standard on the
subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended
by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in
time consists of the current edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or corrected by Errata, visit the
“Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights
NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe

practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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NFPA® 1975

Standard on

Emergency Services Work Apparel

2019 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1975, Standard on Emergency Services Work Apparel, was prepared by the
Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and Equipment and released by the
Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment. It was
issued by the Standards Council on November 5, 2018, with an effective date of November 25, 2018,
and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1975 was approved as an American National Standard on November 25,
2018.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1975

The Technical Committee on Protective Equipment for Fire Fighters began work on NFPA 1975
in 1982 in response to requests from the fire service to establish requirements for flame-resistant
station uniform clothing. The first edition was acted on by the membership of the Association at the
1985 Annual Meeting in Chicago, Illinois, and was issued with an effective date of June 26, 1985.

Following the 1985 edition, the name of the technical committee was changed to the Technical
Committee on Fire Service Protective Clothing and Equipment. Under the direction of that
technical committee, a subcommittee was formed to address station/work uniform concerns. The
Subcommittee on Station/Work Uniforms began revision of the 1985 edition of NFPA 1975 in 1988,
and the second edition was acted on by the membership of the Association at the 1990 Annual
Meeting in San Antonio, Texas, and was issued with an effective date of August 17, 1990.

The Subcommittee on Station/Work Uniforms began an early revision (4-year cycle) of the 1990
edition of NFPA 1975 in December 1991. During 1993, the NFPA restructured the manner in which
committees were organized, and all standing subcommittees were eliminated. Within the Technical
Committee on Fire Service Protective Clothing and Equipment, the former standing subcommittees
were reorganized as task groups to address specific technical issues, and the technical committee
assumed the entire responsibility for NFPA 1975.

The third edition of NFPA 1975 encompassed revised scope and purpose sections to more clearly
identify what a station/work uniform is intended to be and that, because of the limited degree of
protection it affords, it is not, of itself, a primary protective garment. However, a station/work
uniform garment should not cause or contribute to injury from an unexpected thermal exposure.
The concept of "dual-purpose" station/work uniform garments that also are designed and certified
as primary protective garments was introduced for situations including, but not limited to, wildland
fire fighting or emergency medical services. Revisions to certain definitions also strengthened these
areas. A new thermal shrinkage test for fabrics was added to the requirements. An increase of the
pre-test conditioning by either washing or dry-cleaning was added to assure that treated flame-
resistant fabrics will retain their flame-resistant characteristics over the expected life of the garment.
The third edition was acted on by the membership of the Association at the Annual Meeting in San
Francisco, California, on May 18, 1994, and was issued with an effective date of August 5, 1994.

In 1995, the NFPA Standards Council reorganized the entire project for fire service protective
clothing and equipment. The former single Technical Committee on Fire Service Protective
Clothing and Equipment was disbanded and a new Project on Fire and Emergency Services
Protective Clothing and Equipment with a technical correlating committee and eight technical
committees operating within it was established. The responsibility for NFPA 1975 was assigned to the
new Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and Equipment.

The fourth edition included a major change whereby flame-resistant garments were no longer
required exclusively; garments were allowed to be made either from flame-resistant fabrics or from
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cotton or wool fabrics. Flame resistance performance and testing was permitted to be specified by the purchaser where desired
and would be above the minimum requirements. The heat resistance and thermal shrinkage resistance requirements were
retained. The heat resistance and thermal shrinkage resistance performance requirements were combined into a single
requirement. The chapter on certification was reformatted by moving product labels and user information into a new Chapter
3. A new Chapter 4 on design requirements was also added.

The 2004 edition of NFPA 1975 once again addressed the basic protection offered by these garments in nonemergency
situations and the "user friendliness" of station/work uniform fabrics. The fifth edition included changes that distinguished
between thermally stable materials and materials that could potentially melt onto skin under conditions of accidental flame or
high heat exposure, and provided for verification and certification of station/work uniforms constructed from flame-resistant
fabrics.

During the adoption process of the 1999 edition of NFPA 1975, a floor amendment at the 1998 NFPA Fall Meeting removed
the requirements for flame-resistant fabrics and the specified flame resistance test, and instead permitted nominally 100
percent cotton or nominally 100 percent wool fabrics to be used. This led to fabric thermal stability problems, especially with
wool fabrics but also with cotton fabrics that could cause or contribute to injury of the wearer. Because of the very nature of
emergency services, emergency services personnel can be exposed to unknown and unexpected ignition sources during non-
emergency situations when primary protective clothing is not being worn. Also, when emergency services personnel are
wearing station/work uniforms constructed from these fabrics under primary protective clothing, the possibility of degradation
of these fabrics exists and can lead to more severe injury for the wearer.

In response to these problems, the Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and Equipment
incorporated new thermal stability performance requirements and a new thermal stability test in the fifth edition of NFPA
1975. In addition, the heat and thermal shrinkage resistance performance requirements and test method in the 1999 edition
were retained. The committee also included optional criteria so that organizations that specify flame-resistant fabrics for
station/work uniforms could include reference to this optional requirement and test in purchase specifications so that the
actual flame resistance could be verified and certified as compliant. This option also applied to manufacturers who claim that
flame-resistant textiles are used in the construction of the station/work uniform. Additional product labeling provided
confirmation of compliance with the standard. These changes defined acceptable fabrics for station/work uniforms and
distinguished between materials that could potentially melt onto skin under conditions of accidental flame or high heat
exposure and those that provide thermal stability.

The 2004 edition was also reformatted into the new style for all NFPA codes and standards and, therefore, the chapter titles
and numbering, as well as paragraph numbering, were changed.

For the 2009 edition, the standard's title was changed to Standard on Station/Work Uniforms for Emergency Services. The change
accommodated other emergency services who wished to have thermally stable or flame-resistant work uniforms. Also,
definitions in Section 3.3 were revised for correctness and unnecessary definitions were deleted; a new requirement was added
in Section 4.5 for the manufacturers' quality assurance program to add accreditation of the entity that audits the quality
assurance program; the thermal stability requirements in Chapter 7 and the recording and reporting sections in Chapter 8
were revised to clarify the determination of the pass or fail requirements; and the number of cycles of dry cleaning
conditioning in Section 8.1 was revised for consistency with the washing cycles.

For the 2014 edition of NFPA 1975, the terms station/work uniform and station/work uniforms were replaced with work apparel
to increase readability and usability of the document. New definitions for work apparel and work apparel garment were added in
Chapter 3. In addition, the performance requirements in Chapter 7 were reorganized. The base requirements for all work
apparel were incorporated into one section (new Section 7.1) and the optional requirements were categorized into new
sections (Sections 7.2, 7.3, and so forth). The committee felt this would help clarify that all the provisions in Section 7.1 are
required to label work apparel as compliant with NFPA 1975.

For the 2019 edition of NFPA 1975, the title has been changed to Standard on Emergency Services Work Apparel. Odor resistance
has been removed as an optional requirement and taken out of the standard, including the odor resistance test. Letter heights
have been adjusted to bring them into line with the rest of the personal protective equipment (PPE) project. The thread heat
resistance test has been revised to refer to ASTM D7138, Standard Test Method to Determine Melting Temperature of Synthetic Fibers,
using either method 1 or method 2.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 1975-3

Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment

William E. Haskell, III, Chair
National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health, MA [E]
Rep. National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health

Jason L. Allen, Intertek Testing Services, NY [RT]

James B. Area, Chimera Enterprises International, MD [SE]

Joseph Arrington, San Antonio Fire Department, TX [U]

Roger L. Barker, North Carolina State University, NC [SE]

James E. Brinkley, International Association of Fire Fighters, DC
L

: ]Rep. International Association of Fire Fighters

Steven D. Corrado, UL LLC, NC [RT]

Cristine Z. Fargo, International Safety Equipment Association, VA
[M]

Edmund Farley, Pittsburgh Bureau Of Fire, PA [E]

Patricia A. Gleason, ASTM/Safety Equipment Institute (SEI), VA
[RT]

David V. Haston, U.S. Department of Agriculture, ID [E]

Diane B. Hess, PBI Performance Products, Inc., NC [M]

Thomas M. Hosea, U.S. Department of the Navy, FL. [RT]

Beth C. Lancaster, U.S. Department of Defense, VA [E]

Jeff Legendre, Northborough Fire Department, MA [U]

Karen E. Lehtonen, Lion Group, Inc., OH [M]

David G. Matthews, Fire & Industrial (PPE) Ltd., United Kingdom
[SE]
Rep. International Standards Organization

Louis Carpentier, Innotex Inc., Canada [M]
(Alt. to William A. Van Lent)
Robin B. Childs, U.S. Department of Defense, VA [E]
(Alt. to Beth C. Lancaster)
Patricia A. Freeman, Globe Manufacturing Company, LLC/Mine
Safety Appliances Company (MSA), NH [M]
(Alt. to Benjamin Mauti)
Tim J. Gardner, 3M/Scott Safety, MN [M]
(Alt. to Cristine Z. Fargo)
Kenneth Hayes, Boston Fire Department, MA [U]
(Alt. to Douglas Menard)
Pamela A. Kavalesky, Intertek Testing Services, NY [RT]
(Alt. to Jason L. Allen)
Judge W. Morgan, 3M/Scott Safety, NC [M]
(Alt. to John H. Morris)
Gary L. Neilson, Sparks, NV [U]
(Alt. to Robert D. Tutterow, Jr.)
Amanda H. Newsom, UL LLC, NC [RT]
(Alt. to Steven D. Corrado)
Anthony Petrilli, U.S. Department of Agriculture, MT [E]
(Alt. to David V. Haston)

Benjamin Mauti, Globe Manufacturing/Mine Safety Appliances
Company, PA [M]
Michael F. McKenna, Michael McKenna & Associates, LLI.C, CA [SE]
Douglas Menard, Boston Fire Department, MA [U]
John H. Morris, 3M/Scott Safety, GA [M]
Jack E. Reall, Columbus (OH) Division of Fire, OH [L]

Rep. Columbus Firefighters Union
Jeffrey O. Stull, International Personnel Protection, Inc., TX [M]
Robert D. Tutterow, Jr., Fire Industry Education Resource
Organization (FIERO), NC [U]

Rep. NFPA Fire Service Section
William A. Van Lent, Veridian Ltd., Inc., IA [M]

Rep. Fire & Emergency Manufacturers & Services Association
Bruce H. Varner, BHVarner & Associates, AZ [M]

Rep. International Fire Service Training Association
Steven H. Weinstein, Honeywell Safety Products, CA [M]
Richard Weise, Los Angeles County Fire Department, CA [U]
Harry P. Winer, HIP Consulting LLC, MA [SE]

Alternates

Kevin M. Roche, Facets Consulting, AZ [M]
(Alt. to Bruce H. Varner)
Stephen R. Sanders, ASTM/Safety Equipment Institute (SEI), VA
[RT]
(Alt. to Patricia A. Gleason)
Russell Shephard, Australasian Fire & Emergency Service
Authorities Council, Australia [SE]
(Alt. to David G. Matthews)
David P. Stoddard, Michael McKenna & Associates, LLC, CA [SE]
(Alt. to Michael F. McKenna)
Grace G. Stull, International Personnel Protection, Inc., TX [M]
(Alt. to Jeffrey O. Stull)
Rick L. Swan, IAFF Local 2881/CDF Fire Fighters, VA [L]
(Alt. to James E. Brinkley)
Jonathan V. Szalajda, National Institute for Occupational Safety &
Health, PA [E]
(Alt. to William E. Haskell, III)
Donald B. Thompson, North Carolina State University, NC [SE]
(Alt. to Roger L. Barker)
Jian Xiang, The DuPont Company, Inc., VA [M]
(Alt. to Diane B. Hess)

Nonvoting

Robert J. Athanas, FDNY/SAFE-IR, Incorporated, NY [U]
Rep. TC on Electronic Safety Equipment

Christina M. Baxter, Emergency Response Tips, LLC, VA [U]
Rep. TC on Hazardous Materials PC&E

George Broyles, U.S. Forest Service, ID
Rep. TC on Wildland Fire Fighting PC&E

Tricia L. Hock, ASTM/Safety Equipment Institute (SEI), VA [RT]
Rep. TC on Emergency Medical Services PC&E
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Stephen J. King, Babylon, NY [SE]

Rep. TC on Structural and Proximity Fire Fighter PC&E
Jeremy Metz, West Metro Fire Rescue, CO [U]

Rep. TC on Special Operations PC&E
Brian Montgomery, U.S. Department of Justice, DC [E]

Rep. Tactical and Technical Operations Respiratory Protection
Equipment
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Daniel N. Rossos, Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards & Tim W. Tomlinson, Addison Fire Department, TX [C]
Training, OR [E]
Rep. TC on Respiratory Protection Equipment

Chris Farrell, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the
back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
design, performance, testing, and certification of protective clothing and protective
equipment manufactured for fire and emergency services organizations and personnel, to
protect against exposures encountered during emergency incident operations. This
Committee shall also have the primary responsibility for documents on the selection, care,
and maintenance of such protective clothing and protective equipment by fire and
emergency services organizations and personnel.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 1975-5

Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and Equipment

Jeremy Metz, Chair
West Metro Fire Rescue, CO [U]

Karen E. Lehtonen, Secretary
Lion Group, Inc., OH [M]

Jason L. Allen, Intertek Testing Services, NY [RT]

Joseph Arrington, San Antonio Fire Department, TX [U]
Richard J. Broccolo, Orange County Fire Rescue, FL [U]
Steven D. Corrado, UL LLC, NC [RT]

Paul Dacey, W. L. Gore & Associates, MD [M]

Keith B. Dempsey, City of Dalton Fire Department, GA [C]

Stephen J. Geraghty, Fire Department City of New York, NY [U]
Rep. Fire Department City of New York

William E. Haskell, III, National Institute for Occupational Safety &
Health, MA [E]
Rep. National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health

Diane B. Hess, PBI Performance Products, Inc., NC [M]
Tricia L. Hock, ASTM/Safety Equipment Institute (SEI), VA [RT]
Gavin P. Horn, University of Illinois Fire Service Institute, IL [SE]

Thomas Howard, New York Division of Homeland Security &
Emergency Services, NY [E]

Kim Klaren, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department, VA [U]
George R. Krause, II, Globe Manufacturing Company, Inc., NH
M]

Stephen Legros, City of Yuma Fire Department, AZ [U]

Loui McCurley, PMI, CO [M]

Robert G. Nelson, Chula Vista Fire Department, CA [U]

H. Dean Paderick, Special Rescue International, VA [SE]

Jack E. Reall, Columbus (OH) Division of Fire, OH [L]
Rep. Columbus Firefighters Union

Mark S. Saner, VF Imagewear/Bulwark Protective Apparel, CA [M]
Cedric Smith, CMC Rescue, Inc., CA [M]
Michael T. Stanhope, TenCate/Southern Mills, Inc., GA [M]

R. Douglas Stephenson, City of Johns Creek Fire Department, TN
[ul

Robert Stinton, Diving Unlimited International Inc., CA [M]

Alternates

Brian J. Beechner, Orange County Fire Rescue Department, FL. [U]
(Alt. to Richard J. Broccolo)
Jeffrey S. Bowles, PMI Denver, CO [M]
(Alt. to Loui McCurley)
Jamey B. Brads, Special Rescue International, VA [SE]
(Alt. to H. Dean Paderick)
Charles S. Dunn, TenCate/Southern Mills, GA [M]
(Alt. to Michael T. Stanhope)
Patricia A. Freeman, Globe Manufacturing Company, LLC/Mine
Safety Appliances Company (MSA), NH [M]
(Alt. to George R. Krause, II)
Gregory Gould, New York State Division of Homeland Security &
Emergency Services-OFPC, NY [E]
(Alt. to Thomas Howard)
Daniel Hudson, City of Dalton Fire Department, GA [C]
(Alt. to Keith B. Dempsey)
Pamela A. Kavalesky, Intertek Testing Services, NY [RT]
(Alt. to Jason L. Allen)
John McKently, CMC Rescue, Inc., CA [M]
(Alt. to Cedric Smith)
Craig P. Mignogno, Columbus Firefighters Union, IAFF67, OH [L]
(Alt. to Jack E. Reall)

Chris Farrell, NFPA Staff Liaison

Dean D. Moran, ASTM/Safety Equipment Institute (SEI), VA [RT]
(Alt. to Tricia L. Hock)
James E. Murray, Fire Department City of New York, NY [U]
(Alt. to Stephen J. Geraghty)
Faith Ortins, Diving Unlimited International Inc., CA [M]
(Alt. to Robert Stinton)
Jeffrey D. Palcic, National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health, PA [E]
(Alt. to William E. Haskell, IIT)
Jon Saito, West Metro Fire Rescue, CO [U]
(Alt. to Jeremy Metz)
Kimberly Schoppa, Fairfax County Fire And Rescue, VA [U]
(Alt. to Kim Klaren)
Ashley M. Scott, Lion Group, Inc., OH [M]
(Alt. to Karen E. Lehtonen)
Brian P. Shiels, PBI Performance Products, Inc., NC [M]
(Alt. to Diane B. Hess)
Beverly Wooten Stutts, UL LL.C, NC [RT]
(Alt. to Steven D. Corrado)

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the

back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on
special operations protective clothing and protective equipment, except respiratory
equipment, that provides hand, foot, torso, limb, head, and interface protection for fire
fighters and other emergency services responders during incidents involving special
operations functions including, but not limited to, structural collapse, trench rescue,
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confined space entry, urban search and rescue, high angle/mountain rescue, vehicular
extraction, swift water or flooding rescue, contaminated water diving, and air operations.

This Committee shall also have primary responsibility for documents on station/work
uniform garments that are not of themselves primary protective garments but can be
combined with a primary protective garment to serve dual or multiple functions.
Additionally, this Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the

selection, care, and maintenance of special operations protective clothing and equipment by
fire and emergency services organizations and personnel.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and
Disclaimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be viewed
at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers or obtained on request from NFPA.

UPDATES, ALERTS, AND FUTURE EDITIONS: New editions of
NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (i.e.,
NFPA Standards) are released on scheduled revision cycles. This
edition may be superseded by a later one, or it may be amended
outside of its scheduled revision cycle through the issuance of Tenta-
tive Interim Amendments (TIAs). An official NFPA Standard at any
point in time consists of the current edition of the document, together
with all TIAs and Errata in effect. To verify that this document is the
current edition or to determine if it has been amended by TIAs or
Errata, please consult the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service
or the “List of NFPA Codes & Standards” at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
In addition to TIAs and Errata, the document information pages also
include the option to sign up for alerts for individual documents and
to be involved in the development of the next edition.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material on
the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex C. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other references
as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions of
extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee respon-
sible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

1.1.1 This standard shall specify requirements for the design,
performance, testing, and certification of nonprimary protec-
tive work apparel and the individual garments comprising work
apparel.

1.1.2* Work apparel garments shall not include socks, dress
uniforms, and specific types of undergarments including briefs,
boxer shorts, boxer briefs, and bras.

1.1.3 This standard shall also specify requirements for the
thermal stability of textiles used in the construction of work
apparel.

A 1.1.4 This standard shall also specify optional requirements

for flame resistance, water resistance, and insect repellency
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where such options are specified or claimed to be used in
construction of work apparel.

1.1.5% This standard shall not specify requirements for cloth-
ing that is intended to provide primary protection from given
hazard exposures.

1.1.6* Certification of work apparel to the requirements of
this standard shall not preclude certification to additional
applicable standards for primary protective clothing where the
clothing meets all requirements of each standard.

1.1.7 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all of
the safety concerns associated with the use of compliant work
apparel garments for their personnel. It shall be the responsi-
bility of the persons and organizations that use compliant work
apparel garments to establish safety and health practices and
determine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior to
use.

1.1.8 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all of
the safety concerns, if any, associated with the use of this stand-
ard by testing facilities. It shall be the responsibility of the
persons and organizations that use this standard to conduct
testing of work apparel garments to establish safety and health
practices and determine the applicability of regulatory limita-
tions prior to using this standard for any designing, manufac-
turing, and testing.

1.1.9*% This standard shall not specify requirements for any
accessories that could be attached to the certified product but
are not necessary for the certified product to meet the require-
ments of this standard.

1.1.10 Nothing herein shall restrict any jurisdiction or manu-
facturer from exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1 The purpose of this standard shall be to provide emer-
gency services personnel with work apparel that will not
contribute to burn injury severity.

1.2.1.1 To achieve this purpose, this standard shall establish
minimum requirements for thermally stable textiles that will
not rapidly deteriorate, melt, shrink, or adhere to the wearer's
skin, causing greater, more severe burn injuries.

1.2.1.2 This standard shall also provide optional flame resist-
ance requirements and tests to verify the flame resistance of
textiles where the authority having jurisdiction specifies the use
of flame resistance textiles for the construction of work appa-
rel, or where the manufacturer represents work apparel textiles
as flame resistant.

1.2.1.3 This standard shall also provide optional liquid resist-
ance requirements and tests to verify the liquid resistance of
textiles where the authority having jurisdiction specifies the use
of liquid resistant textiles for the construction of work apparel,
or where the manufacturer represents work apparel textiles as
having liquid resistant properties.

1.2.1.4 This standard shall also provide optional insect repel-
lency requirements and tests to verify the insect repellency of
textiles where the authority having jurisdiction specifies the use
of insect repellent textiles for the construction of work apparel,
or where the manufacturer represents work apparel textiles as
having insect repellent properties.
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1.2.2* Controlled laboratory tests used to determine compli-
ance with the performance requirements of this standard shall
not be deemed as establishing performance levels for all situa-
tions to which emergency services personnel might be exposed.

1.2.3* This standard shall not be intended to serve as a
detailed manufacturing or purchasing specification but shall be
permitted to be referenced in purchase specifications as mini-
mum requirements.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1 This standard shall apply to the designing, manufactur-
ing, testing, and certification of new work apparel and the indi-
vidual garments comprising work apparel.

1.3.2 This standard shall apply to nonprimary protective
garments that comprise work apparel.

1.3.3 This standard alone shall not apply to clothing that is
intended to provide primary protection from given hazard
exposures. (See A.1.1.5.)

1.3.4 This edition of NFPA 1975 shall not apply to any work
apparel manufactured to previous editions of this standard.

1.3.5 This standard shall not apply to any work apparel manu-
factured to the requirements of any other organization's stand-
ards.

1.3.6* This standard shall not apply to the use of work appa-
rel.

1.3.7 This standard shall not apply to any accessories that
could be attached to the certified product, before or after
purchase, but are not necessary for the certified product to
meet the requirements of this standard. (See A.1.1.9.)

1.4 Units.

1.4.1 In this standard, values for measurement are followed by
an equivalent in parentheses, but only the first stated value
shall be regarded as the requirement.

1.4.2 Equivalent values in parentheses shall not be considered
as the requirement as these values might be approximate.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be
considered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. (Reserved)
2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 AATCC Publications. American Association of Textile
Chemists and Colorists, P.O. Box 12215, Research Triangle
Park, NC 27709.

AATCC 42, Water Resistance: Impact Penetration Test, 2017.

AATCC 1385, Dimensional Changes of Fabrics After Automatic
Home Laundering, 2004.

AATCC 158, Dimensional Changes on Dry-Cleaning in Perchloro-
ethylene: Machine Method, 2016.
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A 2.3.2 ASTM Publications. ASTM International, 100 Barr

Harbor Drive, P.O. Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA
19428-2959.

ASTM D751, Standard Test Methods for Coated Fabrics, 2011.

ASTM D1683/D1683M, Standard Test Method for Failure in
Sewn Seams of Woven Fabrics, 2017e1.

ASTM D1776/D1776M, Standard Practice for Conditioning and
Testing Textiles, 2016.

ASTM D6413/D6413M, Standard Test Method for Flame Resist-
ance of Textiles (Vertical Test), 2015.

ASTM D6797, Standard Test Method for Bursting Strength of
Fabrics Constant Rate of Extension (CRE) Ball Burst Test, 2015.

ASTM D7138, Standard Test Method to Determine Melting
Temperature of Synthetic Fibers, 2016.

ASTM F2894, Standard Test Method for Evaluation of Materials,
Protective Clothing and Equipment for Heat Resistance Using a Hot
Air Circulating Oven, 2014.

2.3.3 ISO Publications. International Organization for Stand-
ardization, ISO Central Secretariat, BIBC II, Chemin de Blan-
donnet 8, CP 401, 1214 Vernier, Geneva, Switzerland.

ISO Guide 27, Guidelines for corrective action to be taken by a
certification body in the event of misuse of its mark of conformity, 1983.

ISO 9001, Quality management systems — Requirements, 2015.

ISO 17011, General requirements for accreditation bodies accredit-
ing conformity assessment bodies, 2004.

ISO/IEC 17021, Conformity assessment — Requirements for bodies
providing audit and certification of management systems — Part 1:
Requirements, 2015.

ISO/IEC 17025, General requirements for the competence of testing
and calibration laboratories, 2005.

ISO/IEC 17065, Conformity assessment — Requirements for bodies
certifying products, processes and services, 2012.

2.3.4 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

U.S. Department of Defense GL/PD 07-13C, Purchase Descrip-
tion Coal, Army Combat Uniform, U.S. Army Natick Research,
Development and Engineering Center, Attn: RDNS-WPW-C,
Kansas Street, Natick, MA 01760-5019, 2011.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections. (Reserved)

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall be
defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within the
context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.
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