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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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NFPA 1983

Standard on

Life Safety Rope and Equipment for Emergency Services

2006 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1983, Standard on Life Safety Rope and Equipment for Emergency Services,
was prepared by the Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and
Equipment and released by the Technical Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency
Services Protective Clothing and Equipment.

It was issued by the Standards Council on January 27, 2006, with an effective date of
February 16, 2006, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 1983 was approved as an American National Standard on February
16, 2006.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1983
The Technical Committee on Protective Equipment for Fire Fighters (then renamed as

the Technical Committee on Fire Service Protective Clothing and Equipment) began work on
this standard in 1982 in answer to requests from the fire service to establish requirements for
rope used by the fire service to perform rescues. During the development of the standard,
harnesses and hardware used with the rope in rescue operations were included. The work was
completed in the spring of 1984 and submitted to NFPA for official adoption. The first edition
was issued on June 6, 1985.

The Subcommittee on Life Safety Ropes began revision of the 1985 edition in late 1987
and turned over its proposals to the Technical Committee in December 1988. The Technical
Committee completed its work on the document in April 1989, and it was submitted for the
Annual Meeting 1990 cycle. The second edition was issued on July 20, 1990.

During 1993, NFPA restructured the manner in which committees were organized, and all
standing subcommittees were eliminated. Within the Technical Committee on Fire Service
Protective Clothing and Equipment, the former standing subcommittees were reorganized as
task groups to address specific technical issues, and the Technical Committee assumed the
entire responsibility for NFPA 1983.

In October 1994, just after the revisions for the third edition were completed, the Stan-
dards Council appointed the Technical Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices Protective Clothing and Equipment to oversee all fire and emergency services protective
clothing and equipment issues. The existing Technical Committee on Fire Service Protective
Clothing and Equipment ceased to exist in May 1995, and seven new technical committees,
each responsible for a different segment of the fire and emergency services protective cloth-
ing and equipment spectrum, are now in place. The future responsibility for NFPA 1983 now
rests with the new Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and
Equipment, operating under the Technical Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency
Services Protective Clothing and Equipment.

The third edition of NFPA 1983 was a complete revision to the document. The document
was reformatted to present the certification requirements, the product labeling and user
information requirements, the design requirements, the performance requirements, and the
testing requirements each in separate chapters. A different approach was taken to life safety
rope and the various items used in conjunction with the rope. While the life safety rope
remained as the key subject of the document, other items used in conjunction with the rope
were addressed as system components.

New criteria for personal escape rope were included to cover a type of life safety rope that is
carried by fire fighters/rescuers and used only for fire fighter/rescuer escape or self-rescue in
critical entrapment situations where the rope would provide the only viable means of escape.
There were also new criteria, in addition to the harness requirements, for three types of belts: one
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intended for use to position a fire fighter on a ladder, a second type for escape/self-rescue using a life safety rope, and a third
type for both applications. Definitions were expanded to provide better understanding of terms. The testing requirements
were greatly expanded to provide the criteria with which to evaluate performance and determine pass/fail.

The third edition was acted on by the membership of the Association at the Annual Meeting in Denver, CO, on
May 24, 1995, and was issued with an effective date of August 11, 1995.

The fourth edition of NFPA 1983 added a new type of rope — a throwline — a floating rope that is intended to be
thrown to a person in water, or used as a tether for rescuers during water rescue incidents. New requirements for
pulleys and portable anchors were also added to the fourth edition as new items of system components. The former
terminology for one- and two-person load classifications was changed to a simpler load classification based on the
weight that the rope or system is designed to support.

Testing methods for descent control devices were modified to provide more accurate testing for the three types of
descenders. Other testing modifications were made throughout Chapter 6 to clarify testing methods and improve
reproducibility of testing results.

New requirements for improved product quality assurance through manufacturer’s being registered as compliant
with ISO, and certification laboratory accreditation were added. Annual product evaluation, testing, and recertifica-
tion were also added. All three of these new criteria were directed to raise the bar for product and certification quality
and to provide a better level of safety for the end users.

Throughout the document, modifications to existing text were made in the continuing attempt to make the
document clearer, less ambiguous, and easier to use by both manufacturers and the certification organizations. This
process continues during every revision cycle, and the input received from document users has been very helpful in
fixing many of these issues.

The fourth edition was acted on by the Association membership at the Fall Meeting in Orlando, FL, on
November 15, 2000, and was issued with an effective date of February 9, 2001.

With this fifth edition of NFPA 1983, the title of the document has changed to Standard on Life Safety Rope and
Equipment for Emergency Services, to reflect the broader audience for this type of equipment. This edition continues to
refine design and performance criteria and test methods. The former approach of system components was changed to
all items being independent and tested according to the type of use to which they could be subjected. Labeling
requirements are specified for items that can have detachable components to better advise the user to be sure that all
components are assembled properly in order to safely use the equipment.

Throughout the document, modifications to existing text were made in the continuing attempt to make the
document clearer, less ambiguous, and easier to use by both manufacturers and the certification organizations. This
process continues during every revision cycle and the input received from document users has been very helpful in
fixing many of these issues.

The fifth edition was issued by the NFPA Standards Council on 27 January 2006, with an effective date of 16 February
2006.
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Technical Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment

Richard M. Duffy, Chair
International Association of Fire Fighters, DC [L]

Rep. International Association of Fire Fighters

William M. Lambert, Secretary
Mine Safety Appliances Company, PA [M]

Rep. Compressed Gas Association

Leslie Anderson, U.S.D.A. Forest Service, MT [E]
Roger L. Barker, North Carolina State University, NC [SE]
Les Boord, U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services, PA [E]
Nicholas J. Curtis, Lion Apparel, Inc., OH [M]
Robert A. Freese, Globe Manufacturing Company, NH [M]
Andy Gbur, Intertek, OH [RT]
Bill Grilliot, Morning Pride Manufacturing, LLC, OH [M]

Rep. Fire and Emergency Manufacturers and Services
Association Inc.

James S. Johnson, Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory, CA [RT]
Cy Long, Texas Commission on Fire Protection, TX [E]
David G. Matthews, Fire & Industrial (P.P.E) Ltd., United
Kingdom [SE]

Rep. International Standards Organization

Jim Minx, Oklahoma State Firefighters Association,
OK [C]

Rep. Oklahoma State Firefighters Association
Andrew P. Perrella, E. I. DuPont Company, DE [M]
Stephen R. Sanders, Safety Equipment Institute (SEI),
VA [RT]
Denise N. Statham, Southern Mills, Inc., GA [M]
Jeffrey O. Stull, International Personnel Protection, Inc.,
TX [SE]
David Trivette, Tyco/Scott Health & Safety, NC [M]

Rep. International Safety Equipment Association
Robert D. Tutterow, Jr., Charlotte Fire Department, NC [U]

Rep. Fire Industry Equipment Research Organization
Harry P. Winer, U.S. Department of the Navy, MA
[RT]

Alternates

Jason L. Allen, Intertek, NY [RT]
(Alt. to A. Gbur)

Eric J. Beck, Mine Safety Appliances Company, PA [M]
(Alt. to W. M. Lambert)

Janice C. Bradley, International Safety Equipment
Association, VA [M]

(Alt. to D. Trivette)
Steven D. Corrado, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.,
NC [RT]

(Voting Alt. to UL Rep.)
Patricia A. Freeman, Globe Manufacturing Company,
Inc., NH [M]

(Alt. to R. A. Freese)
Patricia A. Gleason, Safety Equipment Institute (SEI),
VA [RT]

(Alt. to S. R. Sanders)

Mary I. Grilliot, TFG/Morning Pride Manufacturing
LLC, OH [M]

(Alt. to B. Grilliot)
William E. Haskell III, U.S. Department of Health
& Human Services, MA [E]

(Alt. to L. Boord)
Kimberly M. Henry, Celanese Advanced Materials Inc.,
NC [M]

(Alt. to A. P. Perrella)
Steven B. Lumry, Oklahoma City Fire Department, OK [C]

(Alt. to J. Minx)
Frank P. Taylor, Lion Apparel, Inc., VA [M]

(Alt. to N. J. Curtis)

Nonvoting

Donna P. Brehm, Virginia Beach Fire Department, VA [U]
Rep. TC on Emergency Medical Services PC&E

Dean W. Cox, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department,
VA [U]

Rep. TC on Special Operations PC&E
George M. Jackson, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
MT [E]

Rep. TC on Wildland Fire Fighting PC&E
Glenn P. Jirka, Miami Township Fire & EMS Division,
OH [E]

Rep. TC on Hazardous Materials PC&E

Kirk Owen, Plano Fire Department, TX [U]
Rep. TC on Structural and Proximity Fire Fighting
PC&E

Ray F. Reed, Dallas Fire Rescue, TX [U]
Rep. TC on Respiratory Protection Equipment

Bruce H. Varner, Santa Rosa Fire Department, CA [E]
Rep. TC on Electronic Safety Equipment

Bruce W. Teele, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the design, perfor-
mance, testing, and certification of protective clothing and protective equipment manufactured for fire and
emergency services organizations and personnel, to protect against exposures encountered during emer-
gency incident operations. This Committee shall also have the primary responsibility for documents on the
selection, care, and maintenance of such protective clothing and protective equipment by fire and emer-
gency services organizations and personnel.
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Technical Committee on Special Operations Protective Clothing and Equipment

Dean W. Cox, Chair
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department, VA [U]

Karen Lehtonen, Secretary
Lion Apparel, Inc., OH [M]

Steven D. Corrado, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.,
NC [RT]
James A. Frank, CMC Rescue, Inc., CA [M]
Hamid M. Ghorashi, E. I. DuPont de Nemours and Co.,
Inc., VA [M]
Daniel Gohlke, W. L. Gore & Associates, MD [M]
William E. Haskell III, U.S. Department of Health
& Human Services, MA [E]
Donald F. Hayde, Fire Department City of New York,
NY [U]
Diane B. Hess, Celanese Advanced Materials Inc., NC [M]
Steve Hudson, Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc., GA [M]

H. Dean Paderick, Special Rescue International, VA [SE]
Jack Reall, Columbus Fire Division, OH [U]
Stephen R. Sanders, Safety Equipment Institute (SEI),
VA [RT]
Kelly Sisson, City of La Mesa Fire Department, CA [U]
Michael T. Stanhope, Southern Mills, Inc., GA [M]
Doug Stephenson, Walker County Emergency Services,
GA [U]
Jeffrey O. Stull, International Personnel Protection, Inc.,
TX [SE]
Brian Wackowicz, Intertek, NY [RT]
Harry P. Winer, U.S. Department of the Navy, MA [RT]

Alternates

Jason L. Allen, Intertek, NY [RT]
(Alt. to B. Wackowicz)

Nicholas J. Curtis, Lion Apparel, Inc., OH [M]
(Alt. to K. Lehtonen)

Kimberly M. Henry, Celanese Advanced Materials Inc.,
NC [M]

(Alt. to D. B. Hess)
Kim Klaren, Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department,
VA [U]

(Alt. to D. W. Cox)
Loui (Clem) McCurley, Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc.,
CO [M]

(Alt. to S. Hudson)

Stephen G. Rasweiler, Fire Department City of New York,
NY [U]

(Alt. to D. F. Hayde)
Brennan E. Sigmon, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.,
NC [RT]

(Alt. to S. D. Corrado)
Denise N. Statham, Southern Mills, Inc., GA [M]

(Alt. to M. T. Stanhope)

Bruce W. Teele, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on special operations
protective clothing and protective equipment, except respiratory equipment, that provides hand, foot, torso,
limb, head, and interface protection for fire fighters and other emergency services responders during inci-
dents involving special operations functions including, but not limited to, structural collapse, trench rescue,
confined space entry, urban search and rescue, high angle/mountain rescue, vehicular extraction, swift
water or flooding rescue, contaminated water diving, and air operations.

This Committee shall also have primary responsibility for documents on station/work uniform garments that
are not of themselves primary protective garments but can be combined with a primary protective garment to
serve dual or multiple functions.

Additionally, this Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the selection, care, and
maintenance of special operations protective clothing and equipment by fire and emergency services orga-
nizations and personnel.
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NFPA 1983

Standard on

Life Safety Rope and Equipment for
Emergency Services

2006 Edition

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex B.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

1.1.1 This standard shall specify minimum design, perfor-
mance, testing, and certifications requirements for life safety
rope, escape rope, water rescue throwlines, life safety har-
nesses, belts, and auxiliary equipment for emergency services
personnel.

1.1.2 This standard shall specify requirements for new life
safety rope, escape rope, water rescue throwlines, life safety
harnesses, belts, and auxiliary equipment.

1.1.3 This standard shall not specify requirements for any
accessories that could be attached to the certified product, but
are not necessary for the certified product to meet the require-
ments of this standard.

1.1.4 This standard shall not specify requirements for any
utility rope.

1.1.5 This standard shall not specify requirements for any
rope or associated equipment designed for mountain rescue,
cave rescue, lead climbing operations, or where expected haz-
ards and situations dictate other performance requirements.

1.1.6* This standard shall not specify requirements for any rope
or equipment for fall protection pertaining to employees of gen-
eral industry or the construction and demolition industry.

1.1.7 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all of
the safety concerns associated with the use of compliant life
safety rope or associated equipment. It shall be the responsi-
bility of the persons and organizations that use compliant life
safety rope or associated equipment to establish safety and
health practices and determine the applicability of regulatory
limitations prior to use.

1.1.8 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all of
the safety concerns, if any, associated with the use of this stan-
dard by testing facilities. It shall be the responsibility of the
persons and organizations that use this standard to conduct
testing of life safety rope to establish safety and health prac-

tices and determine the applicability of regulatory limitations
prior to using this standard for any designing, manufacturing,
and testing.

1.1.9 Nothing herein shall restrict any jurisdiction or manu-
facturer from exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1* The purpose of this standard shall be to establish mini-
mum levels of performance for life safety rope, escape rope,
water rescue throwlines, life safety harnesses, belts, and auxil-
iary equipment for emergency services personnel.

1.2.2 Controlled laboratory tests used to determine compli-
ance with the performance requirements of this standard shall
not be deemed as establishing performance for all situations
to which this equipment could be exposed.

1.2.3 This standard is not intended to serve as a detailed
manufacturing or purchase specification, but shall be permit-
ted to be referenced in purchase specifications as minimum
requirements.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1 This standard shall apply to the design, performance,
testing, and certification of new emergency services life safety
rope, escape rope, water rescue throwlines, life safety har-
nesses, belts, and auxiliary equipment.

1.3.2 This standard shall not apply to rope or equipment for use
where specific situations dictate other performance require-
ments such as mountain rescue, cave rescue, lead climbing op-
erations, recreational use, and industrial fall protection for gen-
eral industry and the construction and demolition industry.

1.3.3 This edition of NFPA 1983 shall not apply to any life
safety rope or system components manufactured to previous
editions of this standard.

1.3.4* This standard shall not apply to rope or equipment for
operations where personnel are required to work above an-
chor points.

1.3.5 This standard shall not apply to use requirements for
life safety rope and associated life safety rope equipment as
these requirements are specified in NFPA 1500, Standard on
Fire Department Occupational Safety and Health Program.

1.3.6 The requirements of this standard shall not apply to any
accessories that might be attached to any life safety rope or
associated life safety rope equipment.

1.4 Units.

1.4.1 In this standard, values for measurement are followed
by an equivalent in parentheses, but only the first stated value
shall be regarded as the requirement.

1.4.2 Equivalent values in parentheses shall not be consid-
ered as the requirement, as these values are approximate.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.
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2.2 NFPA Publication. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety
and Health Program, 2002 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 AATCC Publications. American Association of Textile
Chemists and Colorists, P.O. Box 12215, Research Triangle
Park, NC 27709.

AATCC Test Method 16, Colorfastness to Light, 2004.

AATCC 135, Dimensional Changes in Automatic Home Launder-
ing of Woven and Knit Fabrics

2.3.2 ASTM Publications. American Society for Testing and
Materials, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA
19428-2959.

ASTM B 117, Standard Practice for Operating Salt Spray (Fog)
Apparatus, 2003.

ASTM D 4966, Standard Test Method for Abrasion Resistance of
Textile Fabrics, (Martindale Abrasion Tester Method), 1998.

ASTM E 794, Standard Test Method for Melting and Crystalliza-
tion Temperatures by Thermal Analysis, 2001.

ASTM F 1772, Standard Specification for Climbing Harnesses,
2005.

ASTM F 1956, Standard Specification for Rescue Carabiners,
1999.

2.3.3 Cordage Institute Publication. The Cordage Institute,
994 Old Eagle School, Wayne, PA 19087-1866.

CI 1801, Low Stretch and Static Kernmantle Life Safety Rope,
1998.

2.3.4 SAE International Publication. SAE International, 400
Commonwealth Dr., Warrendale, PA 15096-0001.

SAE-STD-2175A, Castings, Classification and Inspection of,
2003.

2.3.5 ISO Publications. International Standards Organiza-
tion, 1 rue de Varembé, Case Postal 56, CH-1211 Geneve 20,
Switzerland.

ISO Guide 27, Guidelines for corrective action to be taken by a
certification body in the event of misuse of its mark of conformity,
1983.

ISO Guide 62, General requirements for bodies operating assess-
ment and certification/registration of quality systems, 1996.

ISO Guide 65, General requirements for bodies operating product
certification systems, 1996.

ISO 9001, Quality management systems — requirements, 2000.

ISO 17011, General requirements for accreditation bodies accred-
iting conformity assessment bodies, 2004.

ISO 17025, General requirements for the competence of testing and
calibration laboratories, 1999.

2.3.6 UL Publication. Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333
Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062-2096.

ANSI/UL 913, Standard for Intrinsically Safe Apparatus and
Associated Apparatus for Use in Class I, II, and III, Division 1, Haz-
ardous (Classified) Locations, 2002 with revisions through De-
cember 2003.

2.3.7 Other Publication.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections. (Reserved)

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an orga-
nization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates com-
pliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
specified manner

3.2.4* Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the au-
thority having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of
products or services, that maintains periodic inspection of
production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evalu-
ation of services, and whose listing states that either the equip-
ment, material, or service meets appropriate designated stan-
dards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified
purpose.

3.2.5 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.6 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.7 Standard. A document, the main text of which contains
only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate
requirements and which is in a form generally suitable for
mandatory reference by another standard or code or for adop-
tion into law. Nonmandatory provisions shall be located in an
appendix or annex, footnote, or fine-print note and are not to
be considered a part of the requirements of a standard.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Adjusting Device. See 3.3.16.1.

3.3.2 Ascending Device. See 3.3.16.2.
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3.3.3 Attachment Point.

3.3.3.1* Load Bearing Attachment Point. Point on a harness,
or escape belt that is used for connection to an anchor
system that will provide full support and fall arrest for the
designed load.

3.3.3.2* Positioning Attachment Point. Point on a harness or
belt that is used for connection to an anchor system that
will support a person’s weight for work at height.

3.3.4 Auxiliary Equipment. Equipment items that are load-
bearing and designed to be utilized with life safety rope and
harness, such as ascending devices, carabiners, descent con-
trol devices, rope grab devices, and snap-links.

3.3.5 Belt. An equipment item configured as a device that
fastens around the waist only and designated as a ladder belt
or an escape belt.

3.3.5.1* Escape Belt. A compliant equipment item that is
intended for use by the wearer only as an emergency self-
rescue device.

3.3.5.2 Ladder Belt. A compliant equipment item that is
intended for use as a positioning device for a person on a
ladder.

3.3.6 Block Creel Construction. See 3.3.50.1.

3.3.7 Buckle. A load-bearing connector that is an integral
part of an auxiliary equipment item and used to connect two
pieces of webbing.

3.3.8 Carabiner. An auxiliary equipment system item; load-
bearing connector with a self-closing gate used to join other
components of life safety rope.

3.3.9 Certification/Certified. A system whereby a certifica-
tion organization determines that a manufacturer has demon-
strated the ability to produce a product that complies with the
requirements of this standard, authorizes the manufacturer to
use a label on listed products that comply with the require-
ments of this standard, and establishes a follow-up program
conducted by the certification organization as a check on the
methods the manufacturer uses to determine compliance with
the requirements of this standard.

3.3.10 Certification Organization. An independent, third-party
organization that determines product compliance with the re-
quirements of this standard with a labeling/listing/follow-up
program.

3.3.11 Compliant. Certified as meeting or exceeding all ap-
plicable requirements of this standard.

3.3.12 Continuous Filament Fiber. See 3.3.24.1.

3.3.13 Corrosion. A condition exhibiting any signs of deterio-
ration, including pitting or loss of metal.

3.3.14 Descent Control Device. See 3.3.16.3.

3.3.15 Design Load. See 3.3.35.1.

3.3.16 Device.

3.3.16.1 Adjusting Device. An auxiliary equipment system
component; a connector device that allows adjustment to
be made to a piece of equipment.

3.3.16.2* Ascending Device. A type of rope grab; auxiliary
equipment; a friction or mechanical device utilized to al-
low ascending a fixed line.

3.3.16.3 Descent Control Device. An auxiliary equipment
item; a friction or mechanical device utilized with rope to
control descent.

3.3.16.3.1 Escape Descent Control Device. An auxiliary
equipment system component; a friction or mechanical de-
vice utilized with escape rope to control descent.

3.3.16.4 Rope Grab Device. An auxiliary equipment device
used to grasp a life safety rope for the purpose of support-
ing loads; includes ascending devices.

3.3.17 Diameter (Rope). See 3.3.50.2.

3.3.18 Elongation. The increase in length, expressed in a per-
cent of the original gauge length, that occurs in a sample of
new rope when tested as specified herein.

3.3.19 Escape. Immediate self-rescue of a single fire or emer-
gency services person from a life-threatening emergency situ-
ation, generally above ground, using system components or
manufactured systems designed for self-rescue escape.

3.3.20 Escape Belt. See 3.3.5.1.

3.3.21 Escape Descent Control Device. See 3.3.16.3.1.

3.3.22 Escape Rope. See 3.3.50.3.

3.3.23 Fall Factor. A measure of fall severity calculated by di-
viding the distance fallen by the length of rope used to arrest
the fall. (See A.1.3.4.)

3.3.24 Fiber.

3.3.24.1 Continuous Filament Fiber. Fiber of indefinite or
unmeasurable length.

3.3.24.2 Virgin Fiber. Fiber that is new and previously un-
used.

3.3.25 Follow-Up Program. The sampling, inspections, tests,
or other measures conducted by the certification organization
on a periodic basis to determine the continued compliance of
labeled and listed products that are being produced by the
manufacturer to the requirements of this standard.

3.3.26 General Use. One designation of equipment item or
manufactured systems designed for general-use loads, light-
use loads, and escape based on design loads and performance
requirements.

3.3.27 Hardware. Nonfabric components of protective cloth-
ing or equipment including, but not limited to, those made of
metal or plastic.

3.3.28 Harness. See 3.3.31.

3.3.29 Impact Load. See 3.3.35.2.

3.3.30 Ladder Belt. See 3.3.5.2.

3.3.31 Life Safety Harness. An equipment item; an arrange-
ment of materials secured about the body used to support a
person.

3.3.32 Life Safety Rope. See 3.3.50.4.

3.3.33 Light Use. One designation of an equipment item or
manufactured systems designed for light-use loads, and escape
based on design loads and performance requirements.

3.3.34 Line. See 3.3.50.5.
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3.3.35 Load.

3.3.35.1* Design Load. The load for which a given piece of
equipment or manufactured system was engineered for un-
der normal static conditions.

3.3.35.2* Impact Load. Sudden application of a force,
which causes kinetic energy and momentum to be con-
verted into other forms of energy.

3.3.35.3* Proof Load. The application of force to a mate-
rial as a nondestructive test to verify the performance of
that material.

3.3.36 Load Bearing Attachment Point. See 3.3.3.1.

3.3.37 Load Bearing Connector. An auxiliary equipment sys-
tem component; a device used to join other system compo-
nents including but not limited to carabiners, rings, quick
links, and snap-links.

3.3.38 Lot.

3.3.38.1 Manufacturer’s Lot. An identifiable series of prod-
ucts that can be the same as or a subset of a production lot;
used by the manufacturer for quality control or identifica-
tion purposes.

3.3.38.2 Production Lot. An identifiable series of products
manufactured with identical design specifications and
identical materials and produced without any alterations to
technique or procedure.

3.3.39 Manufactured System. Preassembled system sold as a
unit by the manufacturer and tested as a complete assembly.

3.3.40 Manufacturer. The entity that directs and controls any
of the following: compliant product design, compliant prod-
uct manufacturing, or compliant product quality assurance;
or the entity that assumes the liability for the compliant prod-
uct or provides the warranty for the compliant product.

3.3.41 Manufacturer’s Lot. See 3.3.38.1.

3.3.42 Melt. A response to heat by a material resulting in
evidence of flowing or dripping.

3.3.43 Minimum Breaking Strength (MBS). The result of sub-
tracting three standard deviations from the mean result of the
lot being tested using the formula in 8.2.5.2.

3.3.44* Portable Anchor. A manufactured device with rigid
arms, legs or both designed to support human loads.

3.3.45 Positioning Attachment Point. See 3.3.3.2.

3.3.46* Product Label. A label or marking affixed to a prod-
uct by the manufacturer that provides general information,
warnings, instructions for care and maintenance, and other
information.

3.3.47 Production Lot. See 3.3.38.2.

3.3.48 Proof Load. See 3.3.35.3.

3.3.49 Ring. An auxiliary equipment system component; an
ungated load-bearing connector.

3.3.50 Rope. A compact but flexible, torsionally balanced,
continuous structure of fibers produced from strands that are
twisted, plaited, or braided together and that serve primarily
to support a load or transmit a force from the point of origin
to the point of application.

3.3.50.1* Block Creel Construction. Rope constructed with-
out knots or splices in the yarns, ply yarns, strands or
braids, or rope.

3.3.50.2 Diameter (Rope). The length of a straight line
through the center of the cross section of the rope.

3.3.50.3 Escape Rope. A single-purpose, emergency self-
escape (self-rescue) rope; not classified as a life safety rope.

3.3.50.4 Life Safety Rope. Rope dedicated solely for the
purpose of supporting people during rescue, fire-fighting,
other emergency operations, or during training evolutions.

3.3.50.5 Line. Rope when in use.

3.3.50.5.1 Throwline. A floating rope that is intended to
be thrown to a person during water rescues or as a tether
for rescuers entering the water.

3.3.51 Rope Grab Device. See 3.3.16.4.

3.3.52 Sample. The element, item, component, or compos-
ite that is conditioned for subsequent testing. An amount of
the material, product, or assembly to be tested that is repre-
sentative of the item as a whole (see also Specimen).

3.3.53 Self-Destructive Action. Interaction of materials in a
manner that leads to deterioration.

3.3.54 Snap-Link. An auxiliary equipment system compo-
nent; a self-closing, gated, load-bearing connector.

3.3.55 Software. A type of auxiliary equipment that includes
but is not limited to anchor straps, pick-off straps, and rigging
slings.

3.3.56 Specimen. The conditioned element, item, compo-
nent, or composite that is tested. Specimens are taken from
samples (see also Sample).

3.3.57* Standard Deviation. A parameter that indicates the
way in which a probability function is centered around its
mean.

3.3.58 Throwline. See 3.3.50.5.1.

3.3.59 Virgin Fiber. See 3.3.24.2.

3.3.60 Waist. The area above the hips and below the xiphoid
process.

3.3.61 Webbing. Woven material in the form of a long strip;
can be of flat or tubular weave.

Chapter 4 Certification

4.1 General.

4.1.1 The process of certification for product as being com-
pliant with NFPA 1983 shall meet the requirements of Section
4.1, General; Section 4.2, Certification Program; Section 4.3,
Inspection and Testing; Section 4.4, Recertification; Section
4.5, Manufacturers’ Quality Assurance Program; Section 4.6,
Hazards Involving Compliant Product; Section 4.7, Manufac-
turers’ Investigation of Complaints and Returns; and Section
4.8, Manufacturers’ Safety Alert and Product Recall Systems.

4.1.2 All product labeled as being compliant with this stan-
dard shall meet or exceed all applicable requirements speci-
fied in this standard and shall be certified.
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4.1.3 All certification shall be performed by a certification
organization that meets at least the requirements specified in
Section 4.2, Certification Program, and that is accredited for
personal protective equipment in accordance with ISO 65,
General requirements for bodies operating product certification systems.
The accreditation shall be issued by an accreditation body op-
erating in accordance with ISO 17011, General requirements for
accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.

4.1.4 Manufacturers shall not claim compliance with por-
tions or segments of the requirements of this standard and
shall not use the NFPA name or the name or identification of
this standard, NFPA 1983, in any statements about their re-
spective products unless the products are certified as compli-
ant to this standard.

4.1.5 All compliant products shall be labeled and listed.

4.1.6 All compliant products shall also have a product label
that meets the requirements specified in Section 5.1, Product
Label Requirements.

4.1.7* The certification organization’s label, symbol, or iden-
tifying mark shall be part of the product label, shall be at-
tached to the product label, or shall be immediately adjacent
to the product label.

4.1.8 The certification organization shall not issue any new
certifications to the 2001 edition of NFPA 1983, Standard on
Fire Service Life Safety Rope and System Components, on or after the
NFPA effective date for the 2006 edition, which is 16 February
2006.

4.1.9 The certification organization shall not permit any
manufacturer to continue to label any products that are
certified as compliant with the 2001 edition of NFPA 1983,
Standard on Fire Service Life Safety Rope and System Components,
after 31 August 2006.

4.1.10 The certification organization shall require manufac-
turers to remove all certification labels and product labels in-
dicating compliance with the 2001 edition of NFPA 1983, Stan-
dard on Fire Service Life Safety Rope and System Components, from
all products that are under the control of the manufacturer on
1 September 2006, and the certification organization shall
verify this action is taken.

4.2 Certification Program.

4.2.1* The certification organization shall not be owned or
controlled by manufacturers or vendors of the product being
certified.

4.2.2 The certification organization shall be primarily en-
gaged in certification work and shall not have a monetary in-
terest in the product’s ultimate profitability.

4.2.3 The certification organization shall be accredited for
personal protective equipment in accordance with ISO 65,
General requirements for bodies operating product certification systems.
The accreditation shall be issued by an accreditation body op-
erating in accordance with ISO 17011, General requirements for
accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.

4.2.4 The certification organization shall refuse to certify
products to this standard that do not comply with all appli-
cable requirements of this standard.

4.2.5* The contractual provisions between the certification or-
ganization and the manufacturer shall specify that certifica-

tion is contingent on compliance with all applicable require-
ments of this standard.

4.2.5.1 The certification organization shall not offer or con-
fer any conditional, temporary, or partial certifications.

4.2.5.2 Manufacturers shall not be authorized to use any la-
bel or reference to the certification organization on products
that are not compliant with all applicable requirements of this
standard.

4.2.6* The certification organization shall have laboratory fa-
cilities and equipment available for conducting proper tests to
determine product compliance.

4.2.6.1 The certification organization laboratory facilities
shall have a program in place and functioning for calibration
of all instruments, and procedures shall be in use to ensure
proper control of all testing.

4.2.6.2 The certification organization laboratory facilities
shall follow good practice regarding the use of laboratory
manuals, form data sheets, documented calibration and cali-
bration routines, performance verification, proficiency test-
ing, and staff qualification and training programs.

4.2.7 The certification organization shall require the manu-
facturer to establish and maintain a quality assurance program
that meets the requirements of Section 4.5, Manufacturer’s
Quality Assurance Program.

4.2.7.1* The certification organization shall require the manu-
facturer to have a product recall system as specified in Section
4.8, Manufacturers’ Safety Alert and Product Recall Systems, as
part of the manufacturer’s quality assurance program.

4.2.7.2 The certification organization shall audit the manu-
facturer’s quality assurance program to ensure that the quality
assurance program provides continued product compliance
with this standard.

4.2.8 The certification organization and the manufacturer
shall evaluate any changes affecting the form, fit, or function
of the compliant product to determine its continued certifica-
tion to this standard.

4.2.9* The certification organization shall have a follow-up
inspection program of the manufacturer’s facilities of the
compliant product with at least two random and unan-
nounced visits per 12-month period to verify the product’s
continued compliance.

4.2.9.1 As part of the follow-up inspection program, the cer-
tification organization shall select sample compliant product
at random from the manufacturer’s production line, from the
manufacturer’s in-house stock, or from the open market.

4.2.9.2 Sample product shall be evaluated by the certification
organization to verify the product’s continued compliance in
order to assure that the materials, components, and manufac-
turing quality assurance systems are consistent with the mate-
rials, components, and manufacturing quality assurance that
were inspected and tested by the certification organization
during initial certification and recertification.

4.2.9.3 The certification organization shall be permitted to
conduct specific testing to verify the product’s continued
compliance.

4.2.9.4 For products, components, and materials where prior
testing, judgment, and experience of the certification organi-
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zation have shown results to be in jeopardy of not complying
with this standard, the certification organization shall conduct
more frequent testing of sample product, components, and
materials acquired in accordance with 4.2.9.1 against the ap-
plicable requirements of this standard.

4.2.10 The certification organization shall have in place a series
of procedures, as specified in Section 4.6, Hazards Involving
Compliant Product, that address reports of situations in which a
compliant product is subsequently found to be hazardous.

4.2.11 The certification organization’s operating procedures
shall provide a mechanism for the manufacturer to appeal
decisions. The procedures shall include the presentation of
information from both sides of a controversy to a designated
appeals panel.

4.2.12 The certification organization shall be in a position to
use legal means to protect the integrity of its name and label.
The name and label shall be registered and legally defended.

4.3 Inspection and Testing

4.3.1 For both initial certification and recertification of com-
pliant products, the certification organization shall conduct
both inspection and testing as specified in this section.

4.3.2 All inspections, evaluations, conditioning, and testing for
certification or for recertification shall be conducted by a certifi-
cation organization’s testing laboratory that is accredited in ac-
cordance with the requirements of ISO 17025, General require-
ments for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories.

4.3.2.1 The certification organization’s testing laboratory’s
scope of accreditation to ISO 17025, General requirements for the
competence of testing and calibration laboratories, shall encompass
testing of personal protective equipment.

4.3.2.2 The accreditation of a certification organization’s
testing laboratory shall be issued by an accreditation body op-
erating in accordance with ISO 17011, General requirements for
accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.

4.3.3 A certification organization shall be permitted to utilize
conditioning and testing results conducted by a product or
component manufacturer for certification or recertification
provided the manufacturer’s testing laboratory meets the re-
quirements specified in 4.3.3.1 through 4.3.3.5.

4.3.3.1 The manufacturer’s testing laboratory shall be ac-
credited in accordance with the requirements of ISO 17025,
General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration
laboratories.

4.3.3.2 The manufacturer’s testing laboratory’s scope of ac-
creditation to ISO 17025, General requirements for the competence
of testing and calibration laboratories, shall encompass testing of
personal protective equipment.

4.3.3.3 The accreditation of a manufacturer’s testing labora-
tory shall be issued by an accreditation body operating in ac-
cordance with ISO 17011, General requirements for accreditation
bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.

4.3.3.4 The certification organization shall approve the
manufacturer’s testing laboratory.

4.3.3.5 The certification organization shall determine the
level of supervision and witnessing of the conditioning and
testing for certification or recertification conducted at the
manufacturer’s testing laboratory.

4.3.4 Sampling levels for testing and inspection shall be es-
tablished by the certification organization and the manufac-
turer to ensure a reasonable and acceptable reliability at a
reasonable and acceptable confidence level that products cer-
tified to this standard are compliant, unless such sampling
levels are specified herein.

4.3.5 Inspection by the certification organization shall include a
review of all product labels to ensure that all required label at-
tachments, compliance statements, certification statements, and
other product information are at least as specified for the prod-
ucts identified in Section 5.1, Product Label Requirements.

4.3.6 Inspection by the certification organization shall in-
clude an evaluation of any symbols and pictorial graphic rep-
resentations used on product labels or in user information, as
permitted by in 5.1.1.6, 5.1.2.6, 5.1.3.8, 5.1.4.8, 5.1.5.7, and
5.1.6.6, to ensure that the symbols are clearly explained in the
product’s user information package.

4.3.7 Inspection by the certification organization shall in-
clude a review of the user information required by Section 5.2,
User Information, to ensure that the information has been
developed and is available.

4.3.8 Inspection by the certification organization for deter-
mining compliance with the design requirements specified in
Chapter 6 shall be performed on whole or complete products.

4.3.9 Testing to determine product compliance with the per-
formance requirements specified in Chapter 7 shall be con-
ducted by the certification organization in accordance with
the specified testing requirements of Chapter 8.

4.3.9.1 Testing shall be performed on specimens representa-
tive of materials and components used in the actual construc-
tion of the compliant product.

4.3.9.2 The certification organization also shall be permitted
to use sample materials cut from a representative product.

4.3.10 The certification organization shall accept from the
manufacturer, for evaluation and testing for certification, only
product or product components that are the same in every
respect to the actual final product or product component.

4.3.11 The certification organization shall not allow any modifi-
cations, pretreatment, conditioning, or other such special pro-
cesses of the product or any product component prior to the
product’s submission for evaluation and testing by the certifica-
tion organization.

4.3.12 The certification organization shall not allow the sub-
stitution, repair, or modification, other than as specifically
permitted herein, of any product or any product component
during testing.

4.3.13 The certification organization shall not allow test
specimens that have been conditioned and tested for one
method to be reconditioned and tested for another test
method unless specifically permitted in the test method.

4.3.14 The certification organization shall test ensemble ele-
ments with the specific ensemble(s) with which they are to be
certified.

4.3.15 Any change in the design, construction, or material of
a compliant product shall necessitate new inspection and test-
ing to verify compliance to all applicable requirements of this
standard that the certification organization determines can be
affected by such change. This recertification shall be con-
ducted before labeling the modified product as being compli-
ant with this standard.
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4.3.16 The manufacturer shall maintain all design and perfor-
mance inspection and test data from the certification organiza-
tion used in the certification of the manufacturer’s compliant
product. The manufacturer shall provide such data, upon re-
quest, to the purchaser or authority having jurisdiction.

4.4 Recertification.

4.4.1 All products that are labeled as being compliant with
this standard shall undergo recertification in accordance with
Table 4.4.1.

4.4.1.1 This recertification shall include inspection and
evaluation to the design requirements and testing to the per-
formance requirements as required by this standard on all
manufacturers’ compliant product models.

4.4.1.2 Any change that affects the compliant product perfor-
mance under design or performance requirements of this
standard shall constitute a different model.

4.4.1.3 For the purpose of this standard, models shall include
each unique pattern, style, or design of the compliant products.

4.4.2 Samples of manufacturer’s models and components for
recertification shall be acquired from the manufacturer or
component supplier during random and unannounced visits
as part of the follow-up program specified in 4.2.9.

4.4.2.1 For recertification, the certification organization shall
acquire at least one complete compliant product.

4.4.2.2 The certification organization shall also acquire a suf-
ficient quantity of components to be tested for recertification
as required by 4.4.3.

4.4.3 Compliant products and components shall be in-
spected, evaluated, and tested as specified in 4.4.3.1 and
4.4.3.2. Inspection, evaluation, and testing performed as part
of the follow-up program shall be permitted to be used for
recertification to avoid duplication.

4.4.3.1 One sample of each compliant product shall be in-
spected and evaluated to the design requirements specified in
Chapter 6.

4.4.3.2 One sample of each compliant product and compo-
nent shall be tested for overall performance as specified in
Chapter 7.

Table 4.4.1 Recertification Schedule

Product Test Time

All component product Corrosion testing Initial cert only
All component product Product label durability tests Initial cert only
Life safety rope Rope breaking and elongation Every year
Escape rope Rope breaking and elongation Every year
Water rescue throwlines Rope breaking Every year
Water rescue throwlines Floatability Every year
Life safety harness Static Alternating years with

drop test
Life safety harness Drop Alternating years with

static test
Belt Static Alternating years with

drop test
Belt Drop Alternating years with

static test
Auxiliary equipment

carabiners and snap-link
All Every two years

Auxiliary equipment rope
grab devices

All Every two years

Auxiliary equipment system
descent control devices —
auto stop

Passive brake holding test Every year

Auxiliary equipment
components descent
control devices — auto stop

Manner of function Every year

Auxiliary equipment descent
control descent control
devices — non-auto stop

All Every two years

Auxiliary equipment portable
anchor

All Initial cert only

Auxiliary equipment pulley All Every two years
Auxiliary equipment pick-off,

anchor and rigging strap
Breaking strength Every year

Auxiliary equipment
manufactured systems

All Every year
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4.4.4 The manufacturer shall maintain all design, inspection,
performance, and test data from the certification organization
produced during the recertification of the manufacturer’s
models and components. The manufacturer shall provide
such data, upon request, to the purchaser or to the authority
having jurisdiction.

4.5 Manufacturer’s Quality Assurance Program

4.5.1 The manufacturer shall provide and operate a quality
assurance program that meets the requirements of this section
and that includes a product recall system as specified in
4.2.7.1, and Section 4.8, Manufacturers’ Safety Alert and Prod-
uct Recall Systems.

4.5.2 The operation of the quality assurance program shall
evaluate and test compliant product production to the re-
quirements of this standard to assure production remains in
compliance.

4.5.3 The manufacturer shall be registered to ISO 9001,
Quality management systems — requirements.

4.5.3.1 Registration to the requirements of ISO 9001, Quality
management systems — requirements, shall be conducted by a reg-
istrar that is accredited for personal protective equipment in
accordance with ISO Guide 62, General requirements for bodies
operating assessment and certification/registration of quality systems.
The registrar shall affix the accreditation mark on the ISO
registration certificate.

4.5.3.2 The scope of the ISO registration shall include at least
the design and manufacturing systems management for the
type of personal protective equipment being certified.

4.5.4* Any entity that meets the definition of manufacturer
specified in Section 3.3, General Definitions, and therefore is
considered the “manufacturer,” but does not manufacture or
assemble the compliant product, shall meet the requirements
specified in this Section 4.5.

4.5.5* Where the manufacturer uses subcontractors in the con-
struction or assembly of the compliant product, the locations and
names of all subcontractor facilities shall be documented and the
documentation shall be provided to the manufacturer’s ISO reg-
istrar and to the certification organization.

4.6 Hazards Involving Compliant Product.

4.6.1* The certification organization shall establish proce-
dures to be followed where situation(s) are reported in which
a compliant product is subsequently found to be hazardous.
These procedures shall comply with the provisions of ISO 27,
Guidelines for corrective action to be taken by a certification body in the
event of misuse of its mark of conformity, and as modified herein.

4.6.2* Where a report of a hazard involved with a compliant
product is received by the certification organization, the valid-
ity of the report shall be investigated.

4.6.3 With respect to a compliant product, a hazard shall be a
condition or create a situation that results in exposing life,
limb, or property to an imminently dangerous or dangerous
condition.

4.6.4 Where a specific hazard is identified, the determination
of the appropriate action for the certification organization
and the manufacturer to undertake shall take into consider-
ation the severity of the hazard and its consequences to the
safety and health of users.

4.6.5 Where it is established that a hazard is involved with a
compliant product, the certification organization shall deter-
mine the scope of the hazard including products, model num-
bers, serial numbers, factory production facilities, production
runs, and quantities involved.

4.6.6 The certification organization’s investigation shall in-
clude, but not be limited to, the extent and scope of the problem
as it might apply to other compliant products or compliant prod-
uct components manufactured by other manufacturers or certi-
fied by other certification organizations.

4.6.7 The certification organization shall also investigate re-
ports of a hazard where compliant product is gaining widespread
use in applications not foreseen when the standard was written,
such applications in turn being ones for which the product was
not certified, and no specific scope of application has been pro-
vided in the standard, and no limiting scope of application was
provided by the manufacturer in written material accompanying
the compliant product at the point of sale.

4.6.8 The certification organization shall require the manu-
facturer of the compliant product, or the manufacturer of the
compliant product component if applicable, to assist the cer-
tification organization in the investigation and to conduct its
own investigation as specified in Section 4.7, Manufacturers’
Investigation of Complaints and Returns.

4.6.9 Where the facts indicating a need for corrective action
are conclusive and the certification organization’s appeal pro-
cedures referenced in 4.2.11 have been followed, the certifica-
tion organization shall initiate corrective action immediately,
provided there is a manufacturer to be held responsible for
such action.

4.6.10 Where the facts are conclusive and corrective action is
indicated, but there is no manufacturer to be held responsible,
such as when the manufacturer is out of business or the manufac-
turer is bankrupt, the certification organization shall immedi-
ately notify relevant governmental and regulatory agencies and
issue a notice to the user community about the hazard.

4.6.11* Where the facts are conclusive and corrective action is
indicated, the certification organization shall take one or
more of the following corrective actions:

(1) Notification of parties authorized and responsible for is-
suing a safety alert when, in the opinion of the certifica-
tion organization, such a notification is necessary to in-
form the users.

(2) Notification of parties authorized and responsible for is-
suing a product recall when, in the opinion of the certifi-
cation organization, such a recall is necessary to protect
the users.

(3) Removal of the mark of certification from the product.
(4) Where a hazardous condition exists and it is not practical to

implement (1), (2), or (3); or the responsible parties refuse
to take corrective action; the certification organization shall
notify relevant governmental and regulatory agencies and
issue a notice to the user community about the hazard.

4.6.12 The certification organization shall provide a report to
the organization or individual identifying the reported haz-
ardous condition and notify that organization or individual of
the corrective action indicated, or that no corrective action is
indicated.
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