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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS 

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document 
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the 
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints 
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and 
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or 
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether 
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or 
reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of 
any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other 
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any 
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment 
or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any 
given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA 
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this 
document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be 
attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should 
be aware that NFPA Standards may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative 
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of 
the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendment and any Errata 
then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of 
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the Document Information Pages on NFPA’s 
website. The Document Information Pages provide up-to-date, document specific information including 
any issued Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata.

To access the Document Information Page for a specific NFPA Standard, go to  
http://www.nfpa.org/docinfo to choose from the  list of NFPA Standards or use the search feature 
on the right to select the NFPA Standard number (e.g., NFPA 101). In addition to posting all existing 
Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata, the Document Information Page also includes the option to 
sign-up for an “Alert” feature to receive an email notification when new updates and other information 
are posted regarding the document.
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS 

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Standards 

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that 
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to 
time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Standard at 
any point in time consists of the current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments 
and any Errata then in effect. In order to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether 
it has been amended through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of 
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA 
website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the 
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and 
shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, 
or asserted in connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for 
determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA 
disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of 
patents in American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant 
to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may 
require use of an invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such 
patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the 
ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of 
willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to 
applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from 
NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, 
by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in 
compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These 
include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the 
promotion of safe practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public 
authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term 
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, 
and changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order 
to assist NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA 
(Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning 
adoption of NFPA Standards, contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA 
procedures governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for 
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to 
NFPA standards during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention 
of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: 
stds_admin@nfpa.org

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be 
viewed at no cost at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.
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NFPA® 1984

Standard on

Respirators for Wildland Fire-Fighting Operations

2016 Edition

This edition of NFPA 1984, Standard on Respirators for Wildland Fire-Fighting Operations, was
prepared by the Technical Committee on Respiratory Protection Equipment and released by
the Correlating Committee on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equip-
ment.

It was issued by the Standards Council on February 13, 2015, with an effective date of
March 5, 2015, and supersedes all previous editions.

Origin and Development of NFPA 1984
In October 2006, the NFPA Standards Council received a request that NFPA develop a

new respiratory standard for fire fighters in wildland fire operations. In November of
2006, the NFPA Standards Council voted to publish a notice of receipt of the request
soliciting opinions on the need to address the subject matter, information on resources
available on the topic, those interested in participating if approved, and other organiza-
tions actively involved in the subject.

At its October 2007 meeting, the Council voted to proceed with the request to develop a
new document on respiratory standards for wildland fire fighting. The Council asked the
Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Cloth-
ing and Equipment to clarify whether this document would be assigned to an existing techni-
cal committee (TC) under the project or if a new TC was being contemplated. In addition,
the Council directed the TCC to submit a new or revised TC scope, and that a start-up roster
for any new TC be submitted.

At its March 2009 meeting, the TCC on Fire and Emergency Services Protective Clothing
and Equipment reported to the Council that the TCC had assigned the development of the
new document to the TC on Respiratory Protection Equipment. The Council directed the
TCC to review the membership on the TC and make any recommendations necessary to
ensure that the TC had the appropriate wildland fire-fighting expertise to develop the docu-
ment. The Council subsequently determined that the TC on Respiratory Protection Equip-
ment had the necessary expertise to develop the document, and instructed the TC to proceed
with the development of a draft, ballot the TC and TCC, and make a request to the Council to
enter an appropriate revision cycle.

The draft of NFPA 1984, Standard on Respirators for Wildland Fire-Fighting Operations, was
published in the Report on Proposals (ROP) and released for public review and comment on
December 8, 2009. Following the public review period, which closed on March 5, 2010, the
Report on Comments (ROC) was processed in the Spring of 2010. The TCC on Fire and
Emergency Services Protective Clothing and Equipment processed the proposed NFPA 1984
at its meeting in June 2010 and approved the document to go forward.

The 2016 edition of NFPA 1984 incorporates TIA-11-1, issued by the Standards Council on
March 1, 2011. This TIA addresses NIOSH certification of wildland fire fighter respirators in
accordance with 42 CFR 84. This edition also features two new tests for breathing resistance
and air-purifying respirators (APR) air purification component capacity.
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NFPA 1984

Standard on

Respirators for Wildland Fire-Fighting
Operations

2016 Edition

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Standards.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex B.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.
1.1.1 This standard shall specify the minimum design, perfor-
mance, testing, and certification requirements for respirators
to provide protection from inhalation hazards for personnel
conducting wildland fire-fighting operations.
1.1.2 This standard shall specify only respirator requirements
for use in non-IDLH (immediately dangerous to life and
health) wildland environments during wildland fire-fighting
operations.
1.1.3 This standard shall specify requirements for any acces-
sories or enhancements built into, attached to, or sold with the
certified wildland fire-fighting respirator by the respirator
manufacturer for later attachment and which shall be tested
with the wildland fire-fighting respirator and with those acces-
sories and enhancements installed or attached, as specified in
4.3.11 and 4.3.11.1.
1.1.4 This standard shall not specify requirements for any
wildland fire-fighting protective clothing and protective
equipment other than that identified in 1.1.1 through 1.1.3.
1.1.5 This standard shall not specify requirements for respi-
rators for any other fire-fighting operations other than those
identified in 1.1.1 and 1.1.2, any technical rescue operation,
any hazardous materials emergencies, or any CBRN incident
operations.
1.1.6 Certification of respirators for wildland fire-fighting op-
erations to the requirements of this standard shall not pre-
clude certification to additional appropriate standards where
the respirator meets all the applicable requirements of each
standard.
1.1.7 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all of
the safety concerns associated with the use of compliant respi-
rators. It shall be the responsibility of the persons and organi-
zations that use compliant respirators to establish safety and
health practices and to determine the applicability of regula-
tory limitations prior to use.

1.1.8 This standard shall not be construed as addressing all of
the safety concerns, if any, associated with the use of this stan-

dard by testing facilities. It shall be the responsibility of the
persons and organizations that use this standard to conduct
testing of respirators to establish safety and health practices
and to determine the applicability of regulatory limitations
prior to using this standard for any designing, manufacturing,
and testing.

1.1.9 Nothing herein shall restrict any jurisdiction or manu-
facturer from exceeding these minimum requirements.

1.2 Purpose.

1.2.1 The purpose of this standard shall be to establish mini-
mum levels of respiratory protection for personnel assigned to
or involved in wildland fire-fighting incident operations.

1.2.2 Controlled laboratory tests used to determine com-
pliance with the performance requirements of this standard
shall not be deemed as establishing performance levels for
all situations to which wildland fire-fighting personnel
might be exposed.

1.2.3 This standard is not intended as a detailed manufac-
turing or purchase specification, but shall be permitted to
be referenced in purchase specifications as minimum re-
quirements.

1.3 Application.
1.3.1 This standard shall apply to the design, manufacture,
testing, and certification of new wildland fire-fighting respi-
rators.

1.3.2 This standard shall apply to wildland fire-fighting respi-
rators used during wildland fire-fighting incident operations.

1.3.3 This standard shall apply only to respirator require-
ments for use in non-IDLH (immediately dangerous to life
and health) wildland environments during wildland fire-
fighting operations.

1.3.4 This standard shall apply to any accessories or enhance-
ments built into, attached to, or sold with the certified wild-
land fire-fighting respirator by the respirator manufacturer
for later attachment and shall be tested with the wildland fire-
fighting respirator and with those accessories and enhance-
ments installed or attached, as specified in 4.3.11 and 4.3.11.1.

1.3.5 This standard shall not apply to any wildland fire-
fighting respirators manufactured to the requirements of any
other organization’s standards, nor shall this standard apply to
any other type of respirator.
1.3.6 This standard shall not apply to the use of any wildland
fire-fighting respirators, as such use requirements for fire ser-
vices organizations are specified in NFPA 1500.

1.3.7 This standard shall not apply to any other protective
clothing and protective equipment for wildland fire-fighting
operations.

1.3.8 This standard shall not apply to protective clothing,
equipment, or respirators for any other fire-fighting opera-
tions, any technical rescue operations, any hazardous materi-
als emergencies, or any CBRN incident operations.

1.4* Units.

1.4.1 In this standard, values for measurement are followed
by an equivalent in parentheses, but only the first stated value
shall be regarded as the requirement.

1.4.2 Equivalent values in parentheses shall not be consid-
ered as the requirement as these values are approximate.
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Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1500, Standard on Fire Department Occupational Safety
and Health Program, 2013 edition.

NFPA 1977, Standard on Protective Clothing and Equipment for
Wildland Fire Fighting, 2016 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 ANSI Publications. American National Standards Insti-
tute, Inc., 25 West 43rd Street, 4th floor, New York, NY 10036.

ANSI S3.2, Method for Measuring the Intelligibility of Speech over
Communication Systems, 1989.

2.3.2 ASTM Publications. ASTM International, 100 Barr
Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959.

ASTM B117, Standard Practice for Operating Salt Spray (Fog)
Apparatus, 2009.

ASTM D1003, Standard Test Method for Haze and Luminous
Transmittance of Transparent Plastics, 2007e1.

2.3.3 ISO Publications. International Standards Organiza-
tion, 1 rue de Varembé, Case Postale 56 CH-1211, Genève 20,
Switzerland.

ISO Guide 27, Guidelines for corrective action to be taken by a
certification body in the event of misuse of its mark of conformity, 1983.

ISO/IEC Guide 65, General requirements for bodies operating
product certification systems, 1996.

ISO 9001, Quality management systems — Requirements, 2000.
ISO/IEC 17011, Conformity assessment — General requirements

for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies, 2004.
ISO/IEC 17021, Conformity assessment — Requirements for bod-

ies providing audit and certification of management systems, 2006.
ISO/IEC 17025, General requirements for the competence of test-

ing and calibration laboratories, 2005.

2.3.4 U.S. Government Publications. U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402.

Title 29, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1910.134, “Res-
piratory Protection.”

Title 42, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 84, “Approval of
Respiratory Protective Devices, Tests for Permissibility.”

2.3.5 Other Publications. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary,
11th edition, Merriam-Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections. (Re-
served)

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having juris-
diction.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction. An organization, office,
or individual responsible for enforcing the requirements of a
code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials, an
installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an orga-
nization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates com-
pliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
specified manner.

3.2.4* Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the author-
ity having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of products
or services, that maintains periodic inspection of production of
listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation of services,
and whose listing states that either the equipment, material, or
service meets appropriate designated standards or has been
tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

3.2.5 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.6 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.7 Standard. An NFPAStandard, the main text of which con-
tains only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate
requirements and that is in a form generally suitable for manda-
tory reference by another standard or code or for adoption into
law. Nonmandatory provisions are not to be considered a part of
the requirements of a standard and shall be located in an appen-
dix, annex, footnote, informational note, or other means as per-
mitted in the NFPA Manuals of Style. When used in a generic
sense, such as in the phrase “standards development process” or
“standards development activities,” the term “standards” includes
all NFPA Standards, including Codes, Standards, Recommended
Practices, and Guides.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Accessory. An item or items, or enhancements that
could be built into, or attached to, or sold with a certified
product by the product manufacturer for later attachment.

3.3.2 Air Purification Component. The air purification part
of air purifying respirators (APRs) and powered air purifying
respirators (PAPRs) that remove gases, vapors, and solid or
liquid aerosols from the inspired air.

3.3.3 Air Purifying Respirator (APR). A respirator that re-
moves specific air contaminants by passing ambient air
through one or more air purification components.

3.3.4 Certification Organization. An independent third-party
organization that determines product compliance with the re-
quirements of this standard with a labeling/listing/follow-up
program.

3.3.5 Certification/Certified. A system whereby a certifica-
tion organization determines that a manufacturer has demon-
strated the ability to produce a product that complies with the
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requirements of this standard, authorizes the manufacturer to
use a label on listed products that comply with the require-
ments of this standard, and establishes a follow-up program
conducted by the certification organization as a check on the
methods the manufacturer uses to determine continued com-
pliance of labeled and listed products with the requirements
of this standard. (See also 3.3.15, NIOSH-Certified.)

3.3.6 Compliance/Compliant. Meeting or exceeding all ap-
plicable requirements of this standard.

3.3.7 Component. Any material, part, or subassembly used
in the construction of the compliant product.

3.3.8 Drip. To run or fall in drops or blobs.

3.3.9 Facepiece. A tight-fitting respiratory inlet covering: a
half facepiece covers the wearer’s nose and mouth; a full face-
piece covers the wearer’s nose, mouth, and eyes.

3.3.10 Follow-up Program. The sampling, inspections, tests,
or other measures conducted by the certification organization
on a periodic basis to determine the continued compliance of
labeled and listed products that are being produced by the
manufacturer to the requirements of this standard.

3.3.11 Haze. Light that is scattered as a result of passing
through a transparent object.

3.3.12 Manufacturer. The entity that directs and controls any
of the following: compliant product design, compliant prod-
uct manufacturing, or compliant product quality assurance;
or the entity that assumes the liability for the compliant prod-
uct or provides the warranty for the compliant product.

3.3.13 Melt. A response to heat by a material resulting in
evidence of flowing or dripping.

3.3.14 Model. The collective term used to identify a group of
individual items of the same basic design and components
from a single manufacturer produced by the same manufac-
turing and quality assurance procedures that are covered by
the same certification.

3.3.15 NIOSH-Certified. Tested and certified by the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH),
National Personal Protective Equipment Laboratory
(NPPTL), in accordance with the requirements of 42 CFR 84.

3.3.16 PAPR. See 3.3.19, Powered Air Purifying Respirator
(PAPR).

3.3.17 Particulate Matter. Finely divided solid or liquid mat-
ter (particles).

3.3.18 Pink Noise. Noise that contains constant energy per
octave band.

3.3.19 Powered Air Purifying Respirator (PAPR). An air-
purifying respirator that uses a powered blower to force the
ambient air through one or more air purifying components to
the respiratory inlet covering.

3.3.20* Product Label. A label or marking provided by the
manufacturer for each compliant product containing compli-
ance statements, certification statements, manufacturer and
model information, or similar data.

3.3.21 Respirator. The complete assembly including the res-
piratory inlet covering, air purification components, electron-
ics, batteries, harness, cables, and hoses where applicable; de-
signed to protect the wearer from inhalation of atmospheres
containing harmful gases, vapors, or particulate matter.

3.3.22 Sample. The equipment, equipment component, en-
semble, element, item, composite, or component that is con-
ditioned for testing. (See also 3.3.25, Specimen.)

3.3.23 Separate. A material response evidenced by splitting
or delaminating.

3.3.24* Service Life. The length of time required for an air
purification component to reach a specific effluent concentra-
tion.

3.3.25 Specimen. The conditioned equipment, equipment
component, ensemble, element, item, composite, or compo-
nent that is tested. Specimens are taken from samples. (See also
3.3.22, Sample.)

3.3.26 Wildland Fire. Accidental or planned outdoor fires
burning vegetation such as woodlands, forests, grasslands,
brush, and prairies.

3.3.27 Wildland Fire Fighting. The activities of fire suppres-
sion and property conservation in woodlands, forests, grass-
lands, brush, prairies, and other such vegetation, or any com-
bination of vegetation, that is involved in a fire situation but is
not within buildings or structures.

3.3.28 Wildland Fire-Fighting Respirator. A respirator that has
been certified for providing respiratory protection during
wildland fire-fighting operations by NIOSH under 42 CFR 84,
and certified as compliant with NFPA 1984.

Chapter 4 Certification

4.1 General.

4.1.1 The process of certification for wildland fire-fighting
respirators as being compliant with NFPA 1984 shall meet the
requirements of Section 4.1 through Section 4.8.

4.1.2* Prior to certification of wildland fire-fighting respira-
tors to this standard, respirators shall be certified by NIOSH as
an air-purifying respirator, or as a powered air-purifying respi-
rator.

4.1.3 All respirators for wildland fire-fighting operations that
are labeled as being compliant with this standard shall meet or
exceed all applicable requirements specified in this standard
and shall be certified.

4.1.4 All certification shall be performed by a certification
organization that meets at least the requirements specified in
Section 4.2, and that is accredited for personal protective
equipment in accordance with ISO 65, General requirements for
bodies operating product certification systems. The accreditation
shall be issued by an accreditation body operating in accor-
dance with ISO 17011, General requirements for accreditation bod-
ies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.

4.1.5 Manufacturers shall not claim compliance with por-
tions or segments of the requirements of this standard and
shall not use the NFPA name or the name or identification of
this standard, NFPA 1984, in any statements about their re-
spective wildland fire-fighting respirators unless the respirator
is certified as compliant to this standard.

4.1.6 All compliant wildland fire-fighting respirators shall be
labeled.

4.1.7 All compliant wildland fire-fighting respirators shall be
listed by the certification organization. This listing shall uniquely
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