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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or
verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on NFPA Standards. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Standards available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any
person or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent
judgment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of
reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Standards. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall
not be attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REVISION SYMBOLS IDENTIFYING CHANGES FROM THE PREVIOUS EDITION

Text revisions are shaded. A A before a section number indicates that words within that section were
deleted and a A to the left of a table or figure number indicates a revision to an existing table or
figure. When a chapter was heavily revised, the entire chapter is marked throughout with the A
symbol. Where one or more sections were deleted, a ® is placed between the remaining sections.
Chapters, annexes, sections, figures, and tables that are new are indicated with an ‘N.

Note that these indicators are a guide. Rearrangement of sections may not be captured in the
markup, but users can view complete revision details in the First and Second Draft Reports located in
the archived revision information section of each code at www.nfpa.org/docinfo. Any subsequent
changes from the NFPA Technical Meeting, Tentative Interim Amendments, and Errata are also
located there.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA STANDARDS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be
aware that these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be
amended with the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is
intended that through regular revisions and amendments, participants in the NFPA standards
development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents, materials,
technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect
this consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current
NFPA Standard on the subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition
of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current
experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or
corrected by Errata, visit the “Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.
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ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® STANDARDS

Updating of NFPA Standards

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Standards”) should be aware that these
documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of a new edition, may be amended with the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments (TIAs), or be corrected by Errata. It is intended that through regular revisions and amendments,
participants in the NFPA standards development process consider the then-current and available information on incidents,
materials, technologies, innovations, and methods as these develop over time and that NFPA Standards reflect this
consideration. Therefore, any previous edition of this document no longer represents the current NFPA Standard on the
subject matter addressed. NFPA encourages the use of the most current edition of any NFPA Standard [as it may be amended
by TIA(s) or Errata] to take advantage of current experience and understanding. An official NFPA Standard at any point in
time consists of the current edition of the document, including any issued TIAs and Errata then in effect.

To determine whether an NFPA Standard has been amended through the issuance of TIAs or corrected by Errata, visit the
“Codes & Standards” section at www.nfpa.org.

Interpretations of NFPA Standards

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing the
Development of NFPA Standards shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not
be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, or asserted in
connection with an NFPA Standard. The users of NFPA Standards bear the sole responsibility for determining the validity of
any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement
of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Standards.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Standard may require use of an
invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such patent rights or as to whether such
patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent
Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and
nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be
obtained, on request, from NFPA. For further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Standards should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with
applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights
NFPA Standards are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. These include
both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe

practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public authorities and private users, the
NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Standards for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and
changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary,
Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA Standards,
contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Standards and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA standards during regular
revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1
Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: stds_admin@nfpa.org.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards can be viewed at
no cost at www.nfpa.org/docinfo.
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This edition of NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, was prepared by the Technical
Committee on Building Construction. It was issued by the Standards Council on June 1, 2020, with
an effective date of June 21, 2020, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 220 was approved as an American National Standard on June 21, 2020.

Origin and Development of NFPA 220

In 1952, the Committee on Building Construction secured tentative adoption of NFPA 220,
Standard on Types of Building Construction, at the NFPA Annual Meeting. At the 1954 NFPA Annual
Meeting, revisions of the 1952 tentative text were adopted by the Association, and in 1955 minor
revisions also were acted on favorably. A new definition of noncombustibility and editorial changes in
the description of the fire resistance rating of structural members (under the definition of fire-resistive
construction) were adopted at the 1956 NFPA Annual Meeting on the recommendation of the
Committee on Building Construction.

In 1958, with the development of the use of plastics in building construction, recommendations
on the types of standard fire tests to be used in evaluating the fire safety of these materials were
adopted and inserted in the appendix.

In 1961, an appendix was adopted to furnish a guide to NFPA committees, regulatory officials,
and others that addressed the classification of air-supported structures.

In 1975, a more fundamental definition of noncombustible was added, including the introduction
of a definition of the term limited-combustible based on potential heat value limitations and more
generalized definitions for types of building construction.

In 1979, the standard was extensively rewritten to introduce the nomenclature related to
construction Type I through Type V, which included parenthetically placed hourly fire resistance
designations of the structural components.

The 1985 edition included the addition of a new Chapter 4, which provided referenced
publications whose use is mandated within this standard. The 1992 and 1995 editions provided
changes in technical terminology as well as changes to increase the userfriendliness of the standard.

The 1999 edition implemented a number of relatively minor changes, including the addition of
several new definitions, the addition of a new requirement pertaining to exterior non-load-bearing
walls, and a new provision concerning the use of heavy timber exterior walls.

In the 2006 edition, NFPA 220 became an extract document of NFPA 5000%, Section 7.2. At the
request of the Standards Council, the new edition provided users with a stand-alone set of
requirements for construction types and fire resistance ratings of structural elements.

The 2009 edition provided updates to the extracted text that was sourced back to NFPA 5000 and
NFPA 90A. These revisions included updates to the test protocols used to establish flame spread/
smoke developed index values, modified criteria for materials used in air handling plenum spaces,
and provided recognition of the new criteria used to determine building height and grade
geometries.
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220-2 TYPES OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

The 2012 edition was updated to reflect changes in NFPA 5000 and NFPA 90A. Revisions included updates to the
requirements for plenums and noncombustible materials.

The 2015 edition was revised to include new requirements for limited and noncombustible materials. Referenced
publications were updated.

The 2018 edition included updates to extracted material from NFPA 5000. Referenced publications were updated.

The 2021 edition includes new sections from NFPA 5000 that address special requirements for two different types of Type IV
construction and updates referenced publications.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 220-3

Technical Committee on Building Construction

Richard L. Day, Chair
Michigan State Fire Marshal's Office, MI [E]

Nasser Ahmed Al Zeyara, Qatar Civil Defense, Qatar [E] Aaron Johnson, Rural/Metro Corporation, FL [E]

Farid Alfawakhiri, American Iron and Steel Institute, IL [M] James Tyler Johnson, Justice Institute of British Columbia, Canada

David G. Bueche, Hoover Treated Wood Products, CO [M] [U]

Mark Chrisman, Henderson Engineers, KS [SE] Edward R. LaPine, JENSEN HUGHES, NY [SE]

David S. Collins, The Preview Group, Inc., OH [SE] Kenneth Lowery, Verisk Analytics/Insurance Services Office, Inc.,
Rep. American Institute of Architects GA [1]

Richard J. Davis, FM Global, MA [I] Dennis A. Richardson, American Wood Council, CA [M]

Alan J. Dopart, Willis of New Jersey, NJ [1] Brad Schiffer, Brad Schiffer/Taxis, Inc., FLL [SE]

David W. Frable, US General Services Administration, IL [U] Michael Schmeida, Gypsum Association, OH [M]

Michael A. Gardner, M Gardner Services, LLC, MD [L] Stephen Schneider, Marx|Okubo Associates, CA [SE]
Rep. Wall and Ceiling Alliance Joseph H. Versteeg, Versteeg Associates, CT [E]

James W. Gaut, Marriott Vacations Worldwide, FL [U] Rep. International Fire Marshals Association

Kurtis Grant, US Department of Health & Human Services, GA [E] Peter J. Willse, AXA XL/Global Asset Protection Services, LLC, CT

William J. Hall, Portland Cement Association, VA [M] 1l

Luke C. Woods, UL LLC, MA [RT]
Felix 1. Zemel, Town of Dover, MA [SE]

Robert E. Hanson, Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, GA [U]
Khaled Heiza, Monofia University, Egypt [SE]
Jeffrey M. Hugo, National Fire Sprinkler Association, Inc., MI [M]

Alternates
James M. Dalton, Chicago Fire Department, IL [L] William E. Koffel, Koffel Associates, Inc., MD [U]
(Voting Alt.) (Voting Alt.)
Timothy Earl, GBH International, MI [M] Raymond C. O’Brocki, American Wood Council, MD [M]
(Alt. to Michael Schmeida) (Alt. to Dennis A. Richardson)
Joseph T. Holland, Hoover Treated Wood Products, FL. [M] Joseph Radford Sellers, U.S. Department of Energy, TN [U]
(Alt. to David G. Bueche) (Alt. to Robert E. Hanson)
Jonathan Humble, American Iron and Steel Institute, CT [M] Richard N. Walke, UL LLC, IL [RT]
(Alt. to Farid Alfawakhiri) (Alt. to Luke C. Woods)

William Jeffrey Ivans, Verisk/Insurance Services Office, NJ [I]
(Alt. to Kenneth Lowery)

Valerie Ziavras, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition.
Since that time, changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the
back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of
the Association or any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the
selection and design of types of building construction, exterior walls, building height and
area, firewalls, and fire barrier walls, as they relate to the protection of life and property from
fire. For the processing of NFPA 5000, Chapter 7, and Sections 8.3 and 8.4, this committee
reports directly to the NFPA 5000 Correlating Committee; whereas, for the processing of
NFPA 220 and NFPA 221, this committee does not report to the NFPA 5000 Correlating
Comnmittee.
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