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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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This edition of NFPA 303, Fire Protection Standard for Marinas and Boatyards, was prepared by
the Technical Committee on Marinas and Boatyards and acted on by NFPA at its June Asso-
ciation Technical Meeting held June 6–10, 2005, in Las Vegas, NV. It was issued by the Stan-
dards Council on July 29, 2005, with an effective date of August 18, 2005, and supersedes all
previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 303 was approved as an American National Standard on August 18,
2005.

Origin and Development of NFPA 303
This first standard on the subject of marinas and boatyards was adopted by NFPA in 1940 on

the recommendation of the Committee on Boat Basins and Municipal Marinas of the then NFPA
Marine Section. The following year the scope of the recommendations was enlarged to include
boat service and storage yards. Minor amendments were adopted in 1952 and 1957. A revised
edition was produced in 1960 by the Committee on Motor Craft and Marinas. In 1961, the Sec-
tional Committee on Marinas and Boatyards was established to deal exclusively with these matters.
Acomplete revision of NFPA303 was developed and adopted in 1963, amendments to which were
adopted in 1966, 1975, and 1984. In 1986, a complete revision of NFPA 303 was adopted; it
incorporated boat condominiums and multiple berthing facilities and provided updated electri-
cal and fire protection requirements. The 1990 edition of NFPA 303 contained amendments to
the previous edition, while the 1995 edition contained amendments to Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 of
the 1990 edition.

The 2000 edition contained amendments to the electrical wiring and equipment require-
ments in Chapter 3, among others.

The 2006 edition has undergone a complete revision to comply with the Manual of Style for
NFPA Technical Committee Documents. In addition, the Technical Committee created new sec-
tions for shrink-wrap operations and ground fault monitoring and incorporated other
amendments throughout the remainder of the document.
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protection in the design, construction, and operation of marinas and boatyards.
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NFPA 303
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2006 Edition

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex B. Editorial changes
to extracted material consist of revising references to an ap-
propriate division in this document or the inclusion of the
document number with the division number when the refer-
ence is to the original document. Requests for interpretations
or revisions of extracted text shall be sent to the technical
committee responsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex B.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope. This standard applies to the construction and op-
eration of marinas, boatyards, yacht clubs, boat condomini-
ums, docking facilities associated with residential condomini-
ums, multiple-docking facilities at multiple-family residences,
and all associated piers, docks, and floats.

1.1.1 This standard also applies to support facilities and struc-
tures used for construction, repair, storage, hauling and
launching, or fueling of vessels if fire on a pier would pose an
immediate threat to these facilities, or if a fire at a referenced
facility would pose an immediate threat to a docking facility.

1.1.2 This standard applies to marinas and facilities servicing
small recreational and commercial craft, yachts, and other
craft of not more than 300 gross tons.

1.1.3 This standard is not intended to apply to a private, non-
commercial docking facility constructed or occupied for the
use of the owners or residents of the associated single-family
dwelling.

1.1.4 No requirement in this standard is to be construed as
reducing applicable building, fire, and electrical codes.

1.2* Purpose. This standard is intended to provide a mini-
mum acceptable level of safety to life and property from fire
and electrical hazards at marinas and related facilities.

1.3 Retroactivity. The provisions of this standard reflect a con-
sensus of what is necessary to provide an acceptable degree of
protection from the hazards addressed in this standard at the
time the standard was issued.

1.3.1 Unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this stan-
dard shall not apply to facilities, equipment, structures, or
installations that existed or were approved for construction
or installation prior to the effective date of the standard.
Where specified, the provisions of this standard shall be
retroactive.

1.3.2 In those cases where the authority having jurisdiction
determines that the existing situation presents an unaccept-
able degree of risk, the authority having jurisdiction shall be
permitted to apply retroactively any portions of this standard
deemed appropriate.

1.3.3 The retroactive requirements of this standard shall be
permitted to be modified if their application clearly would be
impractical in the judgment of the authority having jurisdic-
tion, and only where it is clearly evident that a reasonable
degree of safety is provided.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1* General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2002 edition.
NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 2002

edition.
NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipe and Hose

Systems, 2003 edition.
NFPA 20, Standard for the Installation of Stationary Pumps for

Fire Protection, 2003 edition.
NFPA 24, Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service

Mains and Their Appurtenances, 2002 edition.
NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance

of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, 2002 edition.
NFPA 30A, Code for Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities and Repair

Garages, 2003 edition.
NFPA 31, Standard for the Installation of Oil-Burning Equip-

ment, 2001 edition.
NFPA 33, Standard for Spray Application Using Flammable or

Combustible Materials, 2003 edition.
NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code, 2006 edition.
NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2004 edition.
NFPA 70, National Electrical Code®, 2005 edition.
NFPA 72®, National Fire Alarm Code®, 2002 edition.
NFPA 90B, Standard for the Installation of Warm Air Heating

and Air-Conditioning Systems, 2006 edition.
NFPA 110, Standard for Emergency and Standby Power Systems,

2005 edition.
NFPA 111, Standard on Stored Electrical Energy Emergency and

Standby Power Systems, 2005 edition.
NFPA 211, Standard for Chimneys, Fireplaces, Vents, and Solid

Fuel-Burning Appliances, 2003 edition.
NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, 2006

edition.
NFPA 302, Fire Protection Standard for Pleasure and Commercial

Motor Craft, 2004 edition.
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NFPA 307, Standard for the Construction and Fire Protection of
Marine Terminals, Piers, and Wharves, 2006 edition.

NFPA 326, Standard for the Safeguarding of Tanks and Contain-
ers for Entry, Cleaning, or Repair, 2005 edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 ANSI Publications. American National Standards Insti-
tute, Inc., 25 West 43rd Street, 4th Floor, New York, NY 10036.

ANSI/NEMA WD6, Wiring Devices — Dimensional Specifica-
tion, 1997.

ANSI/UL 231, UL Standard for Safety Power Outlets, 1998.

ANSI/UL 1686, UL Standard for Safety Pin and Sleeve Configu-
rations, 1998.

2.3.2 Other Publication. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary,
11th edition, Merriam-Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.

NFPA 30B, Code for the Manufacture and Storage of Aerosol Prod-
ucts, 2002 edition.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an orga-
nization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates
compliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
specified manner.

3.2.4* Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the author-
ity having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of products
or services, that maintains periodic inspection of production of
listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation of services,
and whose listing states that either the equipment, material, or
service meets appropriate designated standards or has been
tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

3.2.5 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.6 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.7 Standard. A document, the main text of which contains
only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate

requirements and which is in a form generally suitable for
mandatory reference by another standard or code or for adop-
tion into law. Nonmandatory provisions shall be located in an
appendix or annex, footnote, or fine-print note and are not to
be considered a part of the requirements of a standard.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Berth. The water space to be occupied by a boat or
other vessel alongside or between bulkheads, piers, piles, fixed
and floating docks, or any similar access structure. (See also
3.3.21, Slip.)

3.3.2* Boatyard. A facility used for constructing, repairing,
servicing, hauling from the water, storing (on land and in wa-
ter), and launching of boats.

3.3.3 Building. A roofed-over structure with or without en-
closed walls.

3.3.4 Bulkhead. A vertical structural wall, usually of stone,
timber, metal, concrete, or synthetic material, constructed
along, and generally parallel to, the shoreline to retain earth
as an extension of the upland, and often to provide suitable
water depth at the waterside face.

3.3.5* Combustible Liquid. Any liquid that has a closed-cup
flash point at or above 100°F (37.8°C).

3.3.6* Crane. A mechanical device used for lifting or moving
boats.

3.3.7* Docking Facility. A covered or open, fixed or floating
structure that provides access to the water and to which boats
are secured.

3.3.8 Electrical Datum Plane. The electrical datum plane is
defined as follows: (a) in land areas subject to tidal fluctua-
tion, the electrical datum plane is a horizontal plane 2 ft
(610 mm) above the highest tide level for the area occurring
under normal circumstances, that is, highest high tide; (b) in
land areas not subject to tidal fluctuation, the electrical datum
plane is a horizontal plane 2 ft (610 mm) above the highest
water level for the area occurring under normal circum-
stances; (c) the electrical datum plane for floating piers and
landing stages that are (1) installed to permit rise and fall
response to water level, without lateral movement, and (2)
that are so equipped that they can rise to the datum plane
established for (a) or (b) is a horizontal plane 30 in. (762 mm)
above the water level at the floating pier or landing stage and a
minimum of 12 in. (305 mm) above the level of the deck.

3.3.9* Flammable Liquid. A liquid that has a closed-cup flash
point that is below 100°F (37.8°C) and a maximum vapor pres-
sure of 40 psia (2068 mm Hg) at 100°F (37.8°C). [30B, 2002]

3.3.10* Fuel Product Lines. Piping that connects the fuel stor-
age tanks to the fuel dispensing pumps.

3.3.11 Fuel Storage. An area or structure (i.e., tank) that con-
tains fuel products in storage for subsequent dispensing.

3.3.12* Fueling Station or Pier. An area on a pier, dock, bulk-
head, or similar structure that is specifically used for the dis-
pensing of fuel products.

3.3.13* Marina. A facility, generally on the waterfront, that
stores and services boats in berths, on moorings, and in dry
storage or dry stack storage.
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3.3.14 Marine Power Outlet. An enclosed assembly that can
include receptacles, circuit breakers, fused switches, fuses and
watt-hour meter, and monitoring means approved for marine
use.

3.3.15* Marine Railway. A device used for hauling boats out of
the water or placing boats into the water.

3.3.16 Monorail. Overhead track and hoist system for mov-
ing material around the boatyard or moving and launching
boats.

3.3.17* Mooring(s). Any place where a boat is wet stored or
berthed.

3.3.18 Pier. A structure extending over the water and sup-
ported on a fixed foundation (fixed pier), or on flotation
(floating pier), that provides access to the water.

3.3.18.1 Covered Pier. A fixed or floating pier that is pro-
vided with a roof system to protect berthed boats from the
weather.

3.3.18.2 Fixed Pier. Pier constructed on a permanent,
fixed foundation, such as on piles, that permanently estab-
lishes the elevation of the structure deck with respect to
land.

3.3.18.3 Floating Pier. Pier designed with inherent flota-
tion capability that allows the structure to float on the water
surface and rise and fall with water level changes.

3.3.19 Qualified Person. One who has skills and knowledge
related to the construction and operation of the equipment
and installations and has received safety training on the haz-
ards involved.

3.3.20 Readily Accessible. Capable of being reached quickly
and safely for effective use.

3.3.21 Slip. A berthing space between or adjacent to piers,
wharves, or docks; the water areas associated with boat occupa-
tion. (See also 3.3.1, Berth.)

3.3.22 Stack Storage. See 3.3.24.2, Dry Stack Storage.

3.3.23* Standpipe System. An arrangement of piping, valves,
hose connections, and allied equipment with the hose con-
nections located in such a manner that water can be dis-
charged in streams or spray patterns through attached hose
and nozzles, for the purpose of extinguishing a fire and so
protecting designated buildings, structures, or property in ad-
dition to providing occupant protection as required.

3.3.24 Storage.

3.3.24.1* Covered Storage. A structure or building capable
of receiving and storing boats for extended periods of time
while protecting the boats from exposure to the weather.

3.3.24.2* Dry Stack Storage. A facility, either covered or
uncovered, constructed of horizontal and vertical struc-
tural members designed to allow placement of small
boats in defined slots arranged both horizontally and
vertically.

3.3.24.3 Seasonal Storage. Storage of boats for extended
periods when not in use (e.g., winter storage).

3.3.24.4 Wet Storage. Storage of a boat afloat in a partly or
completely laid-up status.

Chapter 4 Management

4.1* Smoking Restrictions.

4.1.1 Smoking shall be prohibited in the following areas:

(1) Where fuels and other flammable liquids are stored or
dispensed

(2) Covered or enclosed boat storage areas
(3) Battery rooms
(4) Locations designated by management or the authority

having jurisdiction

4.1.2 “No Smoking” signs shall be posted in the areas identi-
fied in 4.1.1.

4.2 Maintenance of Fire-Fighting Equipment and Systems. A
maintenance program that requires periodic inspection, test-
ing, and operation of fire-fighting equipment and systems and
ensures access to all parts of the facility for fire-fighting per-
sonnel shall be adopted.

4.2.1 All fire-fighting equipment and systems shall be in-
spected and tested at regular intervals.

4.2.1.1 Fire extinguishers shall be inspected at least annually
and provided with a tag showing the last date of inspection.

4.2.1.2* Fire extinguishers shall be emptied at the end of their
service period.

4.2.1.3 Hoses shall be unrolled, inspected, and tested in accor-
dance with the manufacturer’s instructions at least once a year.

4.2.2 Fire Department Access.

4.2.2.1 The fire department shall have access to fenced,
gated, or locked grounds or piers.

4.2.2.2 Appropriate means of access such as keys, cardkeys, or
combinations shall be provided to the fire department or shall
be permitted to be secured in a lock box on the premises
accessible to the fire department.

4.2.2.3 The fire department shall be notified immediately of
any changes in the means of access.

4.3* Employee Training.

4.3.1* Practice drills shall be held at least twice a year.

4.3.2* All employees shall know the location of fire-fighting
equipment.

4.3.3 Each employee shall be instructed in the procedures
for responding to a fire, responding to a fire alarm, and re-
porting a fire to the proper authorities (and to designated
facility employees), as well as the employee’s designated
role(s) in prefire planning matters. (See Section 4.4.)

4.3.4 All employees, including office personnel, shall be
given training in the use of portable fire extinguishers.

4.4 Fire Department Liaison.

4.4.1 The local fire department shall visit the facility annually
to become acquainted with every part of the facility and to
conduct employee training sessions.

4.4.2 Management shall assist the fire department in prefire
planning for the following:

(1) Entries and access routes for equipment within the premises
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