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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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This edition of NFPA 423, Standard for Construction and Protection of Aircraft Engine Test
Facilities, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Airport Facilities and acted on by
NFPA at its May Association Technical Meeting held May 23–26, 2004, in Salt Lake City, UT. It
was issued by the Standards Council on July 16, 2004, with an effective date of August 5, 2004,
and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 423 was approved as an American National Standard on August 5, 2004.

Origin and Development of NFPA 423
The Sectional Committee started work on this standard in 1972. It was first submitted to

the Association at the 1975 Fall Meeting but was returned to committee for coordination with
the NFPA Committee on Fire Tests. The 1977 edition contained the results of that coordina-
tion effort. The standard was reconfirmed in 1983. The 1989 edition was a complete revision
of the 1983 edition, and the 1994 and 1999 editions were partial revisions of the standard.

The standard was revised to comply with the NFPA Manual of Style for this edition.
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Gene E. Benzenberg, Chair
Alison Control Incorporated, NJ [M]

Dennis C. Kennedy, Secretary
Tyco Suppression Systems, WI [M]

(Alt. to C. J. Marsolo)

Michael E. Aaron, The RJA Group, Incorporated, IL [SE]
J. Robert Boyer, Edwards Systems Technology,
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David J. Burkhart, Code Consultants, Incorporated,
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Bruce G. Carpenter, AERO Automatic Sprinkler
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Rep. NFPA Fire Service Section
Jeffrey W. DeLong, GE Global Asset Protection Services,
WA [I]

Rep. GE Global Asset Protection Services
James Devonshire, Buckeye Fire Equipment Company,
TX [M]
James R. Doctorman, The Boeing Company, KS [U]
Rockwood J. Edwards, Schirmer Engineering
Corporation, MA [I]
Scott Enides, SRI Fire Sprinkler Corporation, NY [IM]

Rep. National Fire Sprinkler Association
Joseph E. Gott, U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering
Command, DC [E]
L. Matthew Gwinn, Delta Air Lines, GA [U]
Donald C. Helsel, Pro Technologies Incorporated,
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Elwin G. Joyce II, Lexington, KY [E]

Rep. International Fire Marshals Association
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Richard J. Louis, Port Authority of New York and New
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Rep. Airports Council International-North America
Christy J. Marsolo, Tyco International Limited, GA [M]
John J. O’Sullivan, British Airways, PLC, England [U]
Maurice M. Pilette, Mechanical Designs Limited, MA [SE]
Jack Poole, Poole Consulting Services, Incorporated,
KS [SE]
Randy D. Pope, Burns and McDonnell Engineering
Corporation, MO [SE]
Robert W. Rees, Sunland Fire Protection, Incorporated,
NC [IM]

Rep. American Fire Sprinkler Association,
Incorporated

Robert Saunders, Wasatch Design Consultants, UT [SE]
(Vote Limited to NFPA 415)

Joseph L. Scheffey, Hughes Associates, Inc., MD [SE]
Michael T. Skinner, Massachusetts Port Authority
Fire/Rescue, MA [E]
Fred K. Walker, U.S. Air Force, FL [U]

Alternates

Nathaniel J. Addleman, The RJA Group, Incorporated,
TX [SE]

(Alt. to M. E. Aaron)
Delbert R. Chase, Jr., Federal Express Corporation, TN [U]

(Alt. to T. G. Burk)
Ronald B. Coker, Coker Engineering, TX [IM]

(Alt. to R. W. Rees)
Ray W. Dillon, API Group, Incorporated, TX [IM]

(Alt. to S. Enides)
Kevin M. Green, Schirmer Engineering Corporation,
CA [I]

(Alt. to R. J. Edwards)
John E. Loehle, U.S. Air National Guard Readiness
Center, MD [U]

(Alt. to F. K. Walker)

Danny L. Luey, Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, NJ [E]

(Alt. to R. J. Louis)
Robert C. Merritt, FM Global, MA [I]

(Alt. to L. M. Krasner)
Terry Schultz, Code Consultants, Incorporated, MO [SE]

(Alt. to D. J. Burkhart)
Robert J. Tabet, U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering
Command, VA [E]

(Alt. to J. E. Gott)
Alison J. Wakelin, Hughes Associates, Inc., MD [SE]

(Alt. to J. L. Scheffey)

Nonvoting

Jerome Lederer, Laguna Hills, CA
Thomas J. Lett, Albuquerque Fire and Safety Associates,
NM [SE]

(Member Emeritus)

Mark T. Conroy, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on fire safety for con-
struction and protection at airport facilities involving construction engineering but excluding airport fixed-
fueling systems.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document.As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition of
the source documents for mandatory extracts are given in Chap-
ter 2 and those for nonmandatory extracts are given in Annex D.
Editorial changes to extracted material consist of revising refer-
ences to an appropriate division in this document or the inclu-
sion of the document number with the division number when
the reference is to the original document. Requests for interpre-
tations or revisions of extracted text shall be sent to the technical
committee responsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex D.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.

1.1.1 This standard establishes the minimum fire safety prac-
tices regarding location, construction, services, utilities, fire
protection, operation, and maintenance of aircraft engine test
facilities.

1.1.2 These facilities include test cells and test stands.

1.1.3 This standard does not apply to engines and engine
accessories or to engine test facilities where fuels other than
hydrocarbon fuels are used.

1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this standard is to provide air-
craft engine test facilities with a reasonable degree of life
safety and protection from fire, based on sound engineering
principles, test data, and field experience.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2002 edition.
NFPA 11, Standard for Low-, Medium-, and High-Expansion

Foam, 2002 edition.

NFPA 11A, Standard for Medium- and High-Expansion Foam
Systems, 1999 edition.

NFPA 12, Standard on Carbon Dioxide Extinguishing Systems,
2000 edition.

NFPA 12A, Standard on Halon 1301 Fire Extinguishing Systems,
2004 edition.

NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 2002
edition.

NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipe and Hose
Systems, 2003 edition.

NFPA 15, Standard for Water Spray Fixed Systems for Fire Protec-
tion, 2001 edition.

NFPA 16, Standard for the Installation of Foam-Water Sprinkler
and Foam-Water Spray Systems, 2003 edition.

NFPA 17, Standard for Dry Chemical Extinguishing Systems,
2002 edition.

NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code, 2003 edi-
tion.

NFPA 31, Standard for the Installation of Oil-Burning Equip-
ment, 2001 edition.

NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code, 2002 edition.
NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2004 edition.
NFPA 70, National Electrical Code®, 2005 edition.
NFPA 72®, National Fire Alarm Code®, 2002 edition.
NFPA 75, Standard for the Protection of Information Technology

Equipment, 2003 edition.
NFPA 86, Standard for Ovens and Furnaces, 2003 edition.
NFPA 101®, Life Safety Code®, 2003 edition.
NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, 1999

edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 ASME Publication. American Society of Mechanical
Engineers, Three Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016-5990.

ASME B31.1, Code for Power Piping, 1998.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
included, common usage of the terms shall apply.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3* Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the author-
ity having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of products
or services, that maintains periodic inspection of production of
listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation of services,
and whose listing states that either the equipment, material, or
service meets appropriate designated standards or has been
tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

3.2.4 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.5 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.
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