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developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and other
safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of
consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness of any
judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services for
or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to
someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate, seek
the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document. Any
certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to the
NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

NOTICES

All questions or other communications relating to this document and all requests for information on NFPA procedures
governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for requesting Formal
Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to NFPA documents during
regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards
Council, National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

Users of this document should be aware that this document may be amended from time to time through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments, and that an official NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of
the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments then in effect. In order to determine whether this
document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of Tentative Interim
Amendments, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes  Subscription Service, visit the NFPA
website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed above.

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 5 of the Regulations Governing Committee
Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be,
nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any
items which are mentioned in or are the subject of this document, and the NFPA disclaims liability for the infringement of
any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on this document. Users of this document are expressly advised that
determination of the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own
responsibility.

Users of this document should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does not, by the
publication of this document, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and this document may
not be construed as doing so.
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NFPA 473

Standard for

Competencies for EMS Personnel
Responding to Hazardous Materials Incidents

2002 Edition

This edition of NFPA 473, Standard for Competencies for EMS Personnel Responding to Hazardous
Materials Incidents, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Hazardous Materials Re-
sponse Personnel and acted on by NFPA at its November Association Technical Meeting held
November 10–14, 2001, in Dallas, TX. It was issued by the Standards Council on January 11,
2002, with an effective date of January 31, 2002, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 473 was approved as an American National Standard on January 31,
2002.

Origin and Development of NFPA 473
Following the development of NFPA 471 and NFPA 472, the Hazardous Materials Response

Personnel Committee undertook the development of this standard relating to the profes-
sional competencies of emergency medical personnel who may be required to respond to
hazardous materials incidents. The roles and responsibilities of EMS personnel at hazardous
materials incidents had not been identified in the majority of emergency response systems.

The first edition subsequently was released in 1992. In the 1997 edition the committee
reviewed the first edition and updated it for consistency with the related NFPA 471 and
NFPA 472 and for clarity of the competencies.

In 1998 the committee processed a Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) to address con-
cerns related to the unique challenges of responding to hazardous materials incidents that
could be caused by criminal or terrorist activity. These concerns were motivated by incidents
such as the bombing of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City and other national and
international incidents.

The TIA added paragraphs on recognizing criminal and terrorist activities, differentiating
between chemical and biological agents, actions to take when criminal or terrorist activity is
suspected, providing patient care at incidents resulting from chemical and biological agents,
and other similar competencies.

In this 2002 edition the TIA material was updated and moved into the body of the text,
along with other updates to coordinate with a similar TIA and other new material in NFPA 472
related to weapons of mass destruction and incidents involving radioactive materials. Addi-
tional changes in wording and format were made in conformance to the 2000 edition of the
NFPA Manual of Style.

The Committee would like to dedicate this standard to the fallen heroes of the terrorist
attack of September 11, 2001. Many lives were saved because of their efforts. These individuals
gave the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty and stand alone in their bravery and dedication
to their jobs and their country. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families, friends, and
co-workers. Let us never forget these brave individuals and the other emergency responders
who have died in the line of duty. The Committee especially wishes to honor Committee
member John J. Fanning, FDNY, who died in the line of duty on September 11.
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Technical Committee on Hazardous Materials Response Personnel

John M. Eversole, Chair
Chicago Fire Department, IL [E]

Rep. International Association of Fire Chiefs

Gerald L. Grey, Vice Chair
San Francisco Fire Department, CA [U]

Rep. International Society of Fire Service Instructors

Charles J. Wright, Secretary
Union Pacific Railroad Company, NE [SE]

Donald Beckering, Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities, MN [U]
Glenn P. Benarick, Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department, VA [E]
Bud Berry, 3M, MN [M]

Rep. American Society of Safety Engineers
Gregory F. Britt, Virginia Department of Emergency
Services, VA [U]
Gene P. Carlson, VFIS-Glatfeller Insurance Group, PA [I]

Rep. VFIS
Don L. Crowson, Arlington Fire Department, TX [U]
Manuel H. Ehrlich, Jr., Wayne, NJ [M]

Rep. American Chemistry Council
Richard B. Emery, Emery & Associates, Inc., IL [SE]
Paul L. Errico, Paul L. Errico Associates, CT [U]

Rep. Mid-Fairfield County Hazardous Materials Unit
Remmit P. R. Gaade, Gaade & Associates, ON [SE]
Warren D. Graef, Jr., Graef E&S Consultants, TX [SE]
H. Dieter Heinz, Heinz Laboratories International, CA
[E]

Rep. California State Firefighters’ Association

Sandra Holka, Dow Corning Corporation, MI [U]
Rep. NFPA Industrial Fire Protection Section

Robert J. Ingram, New York City Fire Department/Haz
Mat Operations, NY [U]
Jan D. Kuczma, U.S. Fire Administration, MD [SE]
M. Jo McMullen, Summit County Hazardous Materials
Response Team, OH [SE]
Gregory G. Noll, Hildebrand & Noll Associates, Inc., PA
[SE]
Irving Owens, Rhode Island State Fire Marshal, RI [E]

Rep. International Fire Marshals Association
Tamara D. Patrick, U.S. Dept. of Justice/Justice Programs,
VA [E]
Bruce Potoka, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
OH [E]
Danny G. Simpson, Association of American Railroads,
CO [RT]
Daniel Gary Snell, Houston Fire Department, TX [U]
William H. Stringfield, William H. Stringfield
& Associates, Inc., AL [SE]

Alternates

William Lee Bullock, Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department, VA [E]

(Alt. to G. P. Benarick)
Michael E. Burns, Michael E. Burns & Associates, MD
[M]

(Alt. to B. Berry)
H. K. “Skip” Carr, H. K. Carr and Associates Inc., NJ [U]

(Alt. to G. L. Grey)
Jeffery C. Davis, Association of American Railroads, CO
[RT]

(Alt. to D. G. Simpson)
Leslie D. English, Wackenhut Services, Inc., AL [U]

(Alt. to S. Holka)

John J. Fanning, New York City Fire Department, NY [U]
(Alt. to R. J. Ingram)

Michael S. Hildebrand, Hildebrand & Noll Associates,
Inc., MD [SE]

(Alt. to G. G. Noll)
Louis J. Klein, VFIS, FL [I]

(Alt. to G. P. Carlson)
John P. O’Gorman, Ponderosa Volunteer Fire
Department, TX [E]

(Alt. to J. M. Eversole)
Robert C. Weiderhold, National Fire Academy, VA [SE]

(Alt. to J. D. Kuczma)

Nonvoting

Samuel Alecio, Sao Paulo Fire Department, SP, Brazil

Jerry W. Laughlin, NFPA Staff Liaison

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the requirements for
the professional competence, training, procedures, and equipment for emergency responders to hazardous
materials incidents.

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.
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