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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS
NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”), of which the document 
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American 
National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to 
achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to 
promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of 
any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Documents. 

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether 
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance 
on NFPA Documents. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any 
information published herein. 

In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other 
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person 
or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as 
appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given 
circumstances. 

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA 
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with 
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be 
attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement. 
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REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be 
aware that NFPA Documents may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim 
Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the current 
edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendment and any Errata then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Document has been amended through the issuance of Tentative 
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the Document Information Pages on NFPA’s website. The 
Document Information Pages provide up-to-date, document specific information including any issued Tentative 
Interim Amendments and Errata.

To access the Document Information Page for a specific NFPA Document go to http://www.nfpa.org/document 
for a list of NFPA Documents, and click on the appropriate Document number (e.g., NFPA 101). In addition to 
posting all existing Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata, the Document Information Page also includes the 
option to sign-up for an “Alert” feature to receive an email notification when new  updates and other information 
are posted regarding the document. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents 
Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be aware that 

these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time 
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the 
current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order 
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of 
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such 
as the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the 
address listed below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents 
A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing 

Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be 
considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents 
The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to, 

or asserted in connection with an NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for 
determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA 
disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Documents.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in 
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE:  The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may 
require use of an invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such 
patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI 
Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness 
to grant licenses  under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants 
desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For 
further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations 
Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does 

not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in 
compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights 
NFPA Documents are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses. 

These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and 
the promotion of safe practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public 
authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents. 

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term 
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, 
and changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist 
NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: 
Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of 
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information 
All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA 

procedures governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for 
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to 
NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention 
of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email: 
stds_admin@nfpa.org

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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This edition of NFPA 501A, Standard for Fire Safety Criteria for Manufactured Home Installa-
tions, Sites, and Communities, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Manufactured
Housing. It was issued by the Standards Council on November 27, 2012, with an effective date
of December 17, 2012, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 501A was approved as an American National Standard on December
17, 2012.

Origin and Development of NFPA 501A
NFPA activity associated with manufactured homes began in 1937, when NFPA organized

its first Committee on Trailers and Trailer Courts. The first NFPA standard covering trailer
coach camps appeared in 1939, with revisions in 1940, 1952, 1960, and 1964. A completely
new edition was adopted in 1971, and that text was revised in 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1977,
and 1982.

The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) approved the 1972 NFPA edition on
May 8, 1973; the 1973 NFPA edition on December 28, 1973; the 1974 NFPA edition on January
30, 1975; the 1975 NFPA edition on February 27, 1976; and the 1977 NFPA edition on October
18, 1977.

The 1982 edition of Standard for Firesafety Criteria for Mobile Home Installations, Sites, and
Communities superseded the 1977 edition and was adopted by NFPA at its Annual Meeting held
in San Francisco in 1982. The 1982 edition was produced by the newly formed Committee for
Firesafety for Mobile Homes (created June 1979), which was charged with the responsibility
of developing documents for fire safety criteria for single-family mobile homes, including the
installation, sites, and communities, and the maintenance of and improvements for existing
mobile homes. Therefore, the 1982 edition excluded all sections of previous editions not
considered within the committee scope. Notably excluded were stabilizing and anchoring
systems, requirements for piers and footings, and plumbing, including sewage disposal sys-
tems. Requirements for park electrical systems were addressed by reference to NFPA 70,
National Electrical Code. Modifications were also made in sections dealing with fuel supply, air
conditioning, and life and fire safety.

Major revisions to the standard were made in the 1987 edition in an attempt to better
coordinate the NFPA chapters in a joint publication with the National Conference of States
on Building Codes and Standards (NCSBCS), ANSI A225.1/NFPA 501A. Major changes in-
cluded substituting manufactured home for mobile home throughout; deleting Chapter 3, Air
Conditioning; expanding Chapter 2, Fuel Supply; and combining three appendixes into two.

The standard was reconfirmed in 1992 with a plan to expand the scope of NFPA 501A to
cover fire safety requirements for the design, construction, installation, alteration/
rehabilitation, maintenance, use, and occupancy of manufactured homes, manufactured
home sites, and manufactured home communities, including accessory buildings and struc-
tures. This was a major revision of the scope and the entire standard, and the committee
targeted a complete revision of NFPA 501A for 1994.

The 1997 edition was a reconfirmation of the 1992 edition of NFPA 501A. The proposed
expansion of the scope of the 1992 edition, as noted in the preceding paragraph, was dis-
cussed and acted on by the technical committee. The scope of NFPA 501A was not expanded;
instead, a new document, NFPA 501, Standard on Manufactured Housing, was generated.
NFPA 501 represented the reconstituted 1977 edition of NFPA 501B, Standard for Mobile Homes,
which was the basis for the federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards.
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The earlier editions of NFPA 501A were jointly developed and published by NFPA and NCSBCS as A225.1/
NFPA 501A. The 1997 edition of NFPA 501A was published as a separate, stand-alone document in agreement with
NCSBCS and contained only the fire safety requirements. The non–fire safety requirements were published by
NCSBCS as A225.1 (1994 edition).

NFPA assumed responsibility for NCSBCS A225 standard in 2003, which was processed concurrently with the 2003
edition of NFPA 501A.

The 1999 edition was a reconfirmation of the 1997 edition. In June 1998, NFPA was selected by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development to update the federal standards (24 CFR 3280) for manufactured homes. As a
result of this selection by HUD, the original technical committee for manufactured homes was expanded into six
technical committees and a technical correlating committee. This expansion occurred during the Report on Com-
ments phase of the 1999 edition.

The 2000 edition had only a few minor revisions. One revision, in 4.3.5, pertained to updating the water supplies for
fire department operations. The other revisions were editorial in nature.

The 2003 edition was reformatted to meet the editorial and format-related requirements of the Manual of Style for
NFPA Technical Committee Documents. Several definitions were deleted during that revision cycle.

The 2005 edition incorporated new requirements for fire separation distances between manufactured homes.
The 2009 edition of NFPA 501A was revised to include updates to extracted text where appropriate. In addition,

revisions were made that clarified requirements and added new ones for water supplies that serve the site, and newly
revised criteria were introduced for fire department access roads and paths.

The 2013 edition has been revised to include requirements on retroactivity and equivalencies in Chapter 1. Provi-
sions for storm shelters, community buildings, and emergency considerations such as windstorms were added. Several
modifications were made to the organization of requirements within the document.
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Bill Broecker, Foremost Insurance Company, MI [I]
David G. Bueche, Hoover Treated Wood Products,
CO [M]
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Stanley C. Harbuck, School of Building Inspection,
UT [C]

Rep. American Public Health Association
Thomas L. Harman, University of Houston-Clear Lake,
TX [SE]
Christopher P. Jones, Christopher P. Jones & Associates,
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Rep. FEMA/Mitigation Division
David Lockhart, Lockhart Engineering & Development,
Inc., FL [SE]

John V. Loscheider, Loscheider Engineering Company,
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Rep. Building Seismic Safety Council/Code Resource
Support Committee

Michael Lubliner, Washington State University, WA [U]
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Randy E. Vogt, Minnesota Department of Labor
& Industry, MN [E]
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Ron B. Chilton, North Carolina Department of
Insurance, NC [E]

(Alt. to R. A. McCullough)
Joshua Jones, Fire Protection Industries (The Moran
Group), PA [M]

(Alt. to F. Benn)

David K. Low, D. K. Low & Associates, VA [E]
(Alt. to C. P. Jones)

Jake Pauls, Jake Pauls Consulting Services in Building
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Lawrence A. McKenna, Jr., U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, MD [C]
Richard A. Mendlen, U.S. Department of Housing
& Urban Development, DC [E]

M. Larry Maruskin, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, MD [C]

Tracy L. Vecchiarelli, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on manufactured homes
including the installation, sites and communities, and the maintenance of and improvements for existing
manufactured homes.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Changes other than editorial are indicated by a vertical
rule beside the paragraph, table, or figure in which the
change occurred. These rules are included as an aid to the
user in identifying changes from the previous edition. Where
one or more complete paragraphs have been deleted, the de-
letion is indicated by a bullet (•) between the paragraphs that
remain.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex D. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other refer-
ences as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions
of extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee re-
sponsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex D.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope. This standard shall cover fire safety requirements
for the installation of manufactured homes and manufactured
home sites, including accessory buildings, structures, and
communities.

1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this standard is to provide mini-
mum requirements for the installation of manufactured
homes and manufactured home sites, including accessory
buildings, structures, and communities.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1 The standard shall apply to manufactured homes as
described in 1.3.1.1.

1.3.1.1 Manufactured Home. A structure, transportable in
one or more sections, that in the traveling mode is 8 body-ft
(2.4 m) or more in width or 40 body-ft (12.2 m) or more in
length or that on site is 320 ft2 (29.7 m2) or more, is built on a
permanent chassis, is designed to be used as a dwelling with or
without a permanent foundation, whether or not connected
to the utilities, and includes plumbing, heating, air-
conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein. Such

terms shall include any structure that meets all the require-
ments of this paragraph except the size requirements and with
respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certifica-
tion required by the regulatory agency. Calculations used to
determine the number of square feet (square meters) in a
structure are based on the structure’s exterior dimensions, in-
clude all expandable rooms, cabinets, and other projections
containing interior space, but do not include bay windows.
[501:1.2.14]

1.3.2 The standard shall apply to new installations and where
it is deemed a requirement by the regulatory agencies for ex-
isting installations.

1.3.3 The provisions of this standard shall not apply to recre-
ational vehicles as defined in NFPA 1192, Standard on Recre-
ational Vehicles, or to park trailers as defined in RVIA/ANSI
A119.5, Standard for Park Trailers.

1.3.4 The provisions of this standard shall not apply to recre-
ational vehicle parks and campgrounds as defined in NFPA 1194,
Standard for Recreational Vehicle Parks and Campgrounds.

1.4 Units and Formulas.

1.4.1 Primary Values. The inch-pound value for a measure-
ment and the SI value given in parentheses shall be acceptable
for use as primary units for satisfying the requirements of this
document.

1.4.2 SI Units. Metric units of measurement in this document
are in accordance with the modernized metric system known
as the International System of Units (SI).

1.5 Retroactivity. The provisions of this standard reflect a con-
sensus of what is necessary to provide an acceptable degree of
protection from the hazards addressed in this standard at the
time the standard was issued.

1.5.1 Unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this stan-
dard shall not apply to facilities, equipment, structures, or in-
stallations that existed or were approved for construction or
installation prior to the effective date of the standard. Where
specified, the provisions of this standard shall be retroactive.

1.5.2 In those cases where the authority having jurisdiction
determines that the existing situation presents an imminent
danger, the authority having jurisdiction shall be permitted to
apply retroactively any portions of this standard.

1.5.3 The retroactive requirements of this standard shall be
permitted to be modified if their application clearly would be
impractical in the judgment of the authority having jurisdic-
tion and only where it is clearly evident that a reasonable de-
gree of safety is provided.

1.6 Equivalency. Nothing in this standard is intended to pre-
vent the use of systems, methods, or devices of equivalent or
superior quality, strength, fire resistance, effectiveness, dura-
bility, and safety over those prescribed by this standard.

1.6.1 Technical documentation shall be submitted to the au-
thority having jurisdiction to demonstrate equivalency.

1.6.2 The system, method, or device shall be approved for the
intended purpose by the authority having jurisdiction.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

501A–5REFERENCED PUBLICATIONS

2013 Edition

Full document details: NFPA 501A 2013

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-501a-2013
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-501a-2013


2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 1, Fire Code, 2012 edition.
NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2013 edi-

tion.
NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 2013

edition.
NFPA 24, Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service

Mains and Their Appurtenances, 2013 edition.
NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance

of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, 2011 edition.
NFPA 31, Standard for the Installation of Oil-Burning Equip-

ment, 2011 edition.
NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code, 2012 edition.
NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2011 edition.
NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®, 2011 edition.
NFPA 72®, National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code, 2013 edi-

tion.
NFPA 82, Standard on Incinerators and Waste and Linen Han-

dling Systems and Equipment, 2009 edition.
NFPA 101®, Life Safety Code®, 2012 edition.
NFPA 1142, Standard on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural

Fire Fighting, 2012 edition.
NFPA 1144, Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards

from Wildland Fire, 2013 edition.
NFPA 1192, Standard on Recreational Vehicles, 2011 edition.
NFPA 1194, Standard for Recreational Vehicle Parks and Camp-

grounds, 2011 edition.
NFPA 1221, Standard for the Installation, Maintenance, and Use

of Emergency Services Communications Systems, 2013 edition.
NFPA 1600®, Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and

Business Continuity Programs, 2013 edition.
NFPA 5000®, Building Construction and Safety Code®, 2012

edition.

2.3 Other Publications.

2.3.1 AASHTO Publications. American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials, 444 N. Capitol St. NW,
Suite 249, Washington, DC 20001.

A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, 5th edi-
tion, 2004.

2.3.2 ASCE Publications. American Society of Civil Engi-
neers, 1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Reston, VA 20191-4400.

ASCE/SEI 7, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other
Structures, 2010.

2.3.3 ASME Publications. American Society of Mechanical
Engineers, Three Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016-5990.

ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, 2001, revised 2010.

2.3.4 ASTM Publications. ASTM International, 100 Barr
Harbor Drive, P.O. Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-
2959.

ASTM A 254, Standard Specification for Copper Brazed Steel Tub-
ing, 2002.

ASTM B 88, Specification for Seamless Copper Water Tube, 1999.

ASTM B 280, Specification for Seamless Copper Tubing for Air
Conditioning and Refrigeration Field Service, 1999, revised 2008.

ASTM A 539, Standard Specification for Electric-Resistance-
Welded Coiled Steel Tubing for Gas and Fuel Oil Lines, 1999, with-
drawn 2004.

ASTM D 2513, Standard Specification for Polyethylene (PE) Gas
Pressure Pipe, Tubing, and Fittings, 2011.

ASTM D 2517, Reinforced Epoxy Resin Gas Pressure Pipe and
Fittings, 2000, revised 2006.

2.3.5 AWWA Publications. American Water Works Associa-
tion, 6666 W. Quincy Ave., Denver, CO 80235.

ANSI/AWWA C502, Dry-Barrel Fire Hydrants, 2005.

ANSI/AWWA C503, Wet-Barrel Fire Hydrants, 2005.

2.3.6 FEMA Publications. Federal Emergency Management
Agency, 500 C Street, SW, Washington, DC 20472.

FEMA P-320, Taking Shelter From the Storm: Building a Safe
Room For Your Home or Small Business, 2008.

FEMA P-361, Design and Construction Guidance for Community
Safe Rooms, 2008.

2.3.7 ICC Publications. International Code Council, 5203
Leesburg Pike, Suite 600, Falls Church, VA 22041.

ICC 500, ICC/NSSA Standard for the Design and Construction of
Storm Shelters, 2008.

2.3.8 RVIA Publications. Recreation Vehicle Industry Asso-
ciation, 1896 Preston White Drive, P.O. Box 2999, Reston, VA
20191-2999.

RVIA/ANSI A119.5, Standard for Park Trailers, 1998, revised
2009.

2.3.9 UL Publications. Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333
Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062-2096.

UL 80, Steel Inside Tank for Oil Burner Fuel, 2007, revised
2009.

UL 1037, Standard for Antitheft Alarms and Devices, 1999.

2.3.10 U.S. Government Publications. U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402.

Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 191, “Transpor-
tation of Natural and Other Gas by Pipeline: Annual Reports,
Incident Reports, and Safety-Related Condition Reports.”

Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 192, “Transpor-
tation of Natural and Other Gas by Pipeline: Minimum Fed-
eral Safety Standards.”

2.3.11 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.

NFPA 1, Fire Code, 2012 edition.
NFPA 501, Standard on Manufactured Housing, 2013 edition.
NFPA 1144, Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards

from Wildland Fire, 2013 edition.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

501A–6 FIRE SAFETY CRITERIA FOR MANUFACTURED HOME INSTALLATIONS, SITES, AND COMMUNITIES

2013 Edition

•

Full document details: NFPA 501A 2013

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-501a-2013
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-501a-2013

