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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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This edition of NFPA 520, Standard on Subterranean Spaces, was prepared by the Technical
Committee on Subterranean Spaces and acted on by NFPA at its November Association Tech-
nical Meeting held November 13–17, 2004, in Miami Beach, FL. It was issued by the Standards
Council on January 14, 2005, with an effective date of February 7, 2005, and supersedes all
previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 520 was approved as an American National Standard on February 7,
2005.

Origin and Development of NFPA 520
In 1993, a symposium was convened by the United States Fire Administration to examine

the problem of fire in subterranean spaces that have been converted for commercial use. The
symposium was the result of a fire in a developed subterranean space in Kansas City, Kansas,
that burned from December 1991 to April 1992. The symposium examined several unique
fire and life safety issues that exist in subterranean spaces, including means of egress issues
such as orientation and excessive travel distances, poor ventilation, communication difficul-
ties, and nontraditional behavior of fire. The result was a recommendation to the National
Fire Protection Association to develop a standard that addresses fire and life safety in these
occupancies.

The committee has found that NFPA 520 has generally been an effective document over
the past 10 years. For the 2005 edition, the committee made only minor revisions to the
document by adding some definitions, clarifying some provisions that users had found un-
clear, and expanding several concepts that have been found to work well.

520–1

Full document details: NFPA 520 2005

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-520-2005
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-520-2005


Technical Committee on Subterranean Spaces
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changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on safeguarding life and
property against fire, explosion, and related hazards associated with occupancies located in subterranean
spaces not addressed by other documents.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for mandatory extracts are given in
Chapter 2 and those for nonmandatory extracts are given in
Annex C. Editorial changes to extracted material consist of
revising references to an appropriate division in this docu-
ment or the inclusion of the document number with the divi-
sion number when the reference is to the original document.
Requests for interpretations or revisions of extracted text shall
be sent to the technical committee responsible for the source
document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1* Scope.

1.1.1 This standard addresses the safeguarding of life and
property against fire, explosion, and related hazards associ-
ated with developed subterranean spaces.

1.1.2 This standard does not cover the following types of sub-
terranean spaces:

(1) Tourist caverns
(2) Wine storage caverns
(3) Gas and oil storage reservoirs
(4) Hazardous waste repositories
(5) Utility installations such as pump stations
(6) Working mines
(7) Transportation and pedestrian tunnels
(8) Aboveground buildings with belowground stories
(9) Cut and cover underground structures specifically ad-

dressed in the building code

1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this standard is to provide mini-
mum requirements for the design, operation, and mainte-
nance of developed subterranean spaces for safety to life and
property from fire and similar hazards.

1.3 Application.

1.3.1 General.

1.3.1.1 The requirements of this standard apply to newly de-
veloped subterranean spaces.

1.3.1.2 Where specifically noted, this standard also applies to
existing facilities.

1.3.2* Modifications, Remodeling, and Additions. Where modi-
fications are made, remodeling is done, or additional space is
created in an existing developed subterranean space, the re-
quirements of this standard apply to those modifications, re-
modeling, or additions.

1.4 Retroactivity. When requirements of this standard apply
to existing subterranean spaces, a limited but reasonable time
shall be allowed for compliance that is commensurate with the
magnitude of the expenditure, the disruption of services, and
the degree of hazard.

1.5 Equivalency. Nothing in this standard is intended to pre-
vent the use of systems, methods, or devices of equivalent or
superior quality, strength, fire resistance, effectiveness, dura-
bility, and safety as alternatives to those prescribed by this stan-
dard, provided sufficient technical documentation is submit-
ted to the authority having jurisdiction to demonstrate the
system, method, or device is approved for the intended pur-
pose and is equivalent.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2002 edition.
NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 2002

edition.
NFPA 14, Standard for the Installation of Standpipe and Hose

Systems, 2003 edition.
NFPA 20, Standard for the Installation of Stationary Pumps for

Fire Protection, 2003 edition.
NFPA 22, Standard for Water Tanks for Private Fire Protection,

2003 edition.
NFPA 24, Standard for the Installation of Private Fire Service

Mains and Their Appurtenances, 2002 edition.
NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance

of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, 2002 edition.
NFPA 70, National Electrical Code®, 2005 edition.
NFPA 72®, National Fire Alarm Code®, 2002 edition.
NFPA 80, Standard for Fire Doors and Fire Windows, 1999 edi-

tion.
NFPA 101®, Life Safety Code®, 2003 edition.
NFPA 110, Standard for Emergency and Standby Power Systems,

2005 edition.
NFPA 111, Standard on Stored Electrical Energy Emergency and

Standby Power Systems, 2005 edition.
NFPA 221, Standard for Fire Walls and Fire Barrier Walls, 2000

edition.
NFPA 600, Standard on Industrial Fire Brigades, 2005 edition.

2.3 Other Publications. (Reserved)
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