NFPA 73

Electrical Inspection Code
for Existing Dwellings

2006 Edition

(3]

NFPA

NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471
An International Codes and Standards Organization

Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: NFPA 73 2006


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-73-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/nfpa-73-2006

IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS
NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given documentis the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private selfregulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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73-1

Copyright © 2005, National Fire Protection Association, All Rights Reserved
NFPA 73

Electrical Inspection Code for

Existing Dwellings

2006 Edition

This edition of NFPA 73, Electrical Inspection Code for Existing Dwellings, was prepared by the
Technical Committee on Electrical Systems Maintenance, released by the National Electrical
Code Technical Correlating Committee, and acted on by NFPA at its June Association Techni-
cal Meeting held June 6-10, 2005, in Las Vegas, NV. It was issued by the Standards Council on
July 29, 2005, with an effective date of August 18, 2005, and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 73 was approved as an American National Standard on August 18,
2005.

Origin and Development of NFPA 73

The NFPA began the development of NFPA 73, Electrical Inspection Code for Existing Dwellings, in
1990. The original document was developed as a result of the united efforts of various insurance,
electrical, construction, inspection, utility, and other allied interests.

The document was initiated in response to data obtained from studies conducted on older
homes by the NFPA, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC), and other groups involved with fire investigations. The stud-
ies clearly indicated that fires and other hazards attributed to electrical causes would be signifi-
cantly reduced if electrical systems were installed and maintained in accordance with the National
Electrical Codé® (NEC®).

The fact that only 5 percent of fires occurred in dwellings under 10 years of age is reported
in one of the studies, which indicates the effectiveness of the NECand electrical inspections at
the time of construction. It also suggests that identification and correction of unsafe condi-
tions in existing dwellings by means of appropriate inspections could effectively eliminate a
significant portion of the residential fire occurrences and other associated hazards.

The first edition of NFPA 73, Residential Electrical Maintenance Code for One- and Two-Family
Duwellings, was adopted in 1993. The second edition of the document was submitted for formal
adoption at the 1996 NFPA Annual Meeting.

Significant changes to the 2000 edition of NFPA 73 included a new title and an expanded
scope. The Standards Council and the National Electrical Code Technical Correlating Commit-
tee approved changing the scope of the document to include all dwelling units, including
multifamily dwellings and mobile and manufactured homes. To support expanding the docu-
ment scope, the NFPA Technical Committee on Electrical Systems Maintenance cited that
deterioration of electrical systems could occur in existing multifamily dwellings and mobile
and manufactured homes. The inspection community now had a code that could be used to
improve the safety of electrical systems in all dwelling units. The change in the title from
“maintenance” to “inspection” reflected the intended purpose of the document.

The 2006 edition reflects editorial revisions of the code to comply with the latest edition of
the Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents.
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73-2 EXISTING DWELLINGS

National Electrical Code® Technical Correlating Committee

James W. Carpenter, Chair
International Association of Electrical Inspectors, TX [E]

Mark W. Earley, (Staff-Nonvoting) Secretary
National Fire Protection Association, MA

Jean A. O’Connor, (Staff-Nonvoting) Recording Secretary
National Fire Protection Association, MA

James E. Brunssen, Telcordia, NJ [UT] Jim Pauley, Square D Company, KY [M]
Rep. Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Rep. National Electrical Manufacturers Association
Solutions Michael D. Toman, MEGA Power Electrical Services, Inc.,
Michael I. Callanan, National Joint Apprentice MD [IM]

& Training Committee, MD [L]

Rep. International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
William R. Drake, Marinco, CA [M]
John R. Kovacik, Underwriters Laboratories Inc., IL [RT]

Rep. National Electrical Contractors Association
John W. Troglia, Edison Electric Institute, WI [UT]
Rep. Electric Light & Power Group/EEI

Alternates
Jeffrey Boksiner, Telcordia Technologies, Inc., NJ [UT] Neil E. LaBrake, Jr., Niagara Mohawk, a National Grid
(Alt. to J. E. Brunssen) Company, NY [UT]
Philip H. Cox, Bigelow, AR [E] (Alt. to J. W. Troglia)
(Alt. to J. W. Carpenter) William M. Lewis, Eli Lilly & Company, IN [U]
James M. Daly, General Cable, NJ [M] (Voting Alt. to ACC Rep.)

(Alt. to J. Pauley)

Stanley J. Folz, Morse Electric Company, WI [IM]
(Alt. to M. D. Toman)

Palmer L. Hickman, National Joint Apprentice

& Training Committee, MD [L]
(Alt. to M. 1. Callanan)

Mark C. Ode, Underwriters Laboratories Inc., NC [RT]
(Alt. to J. R. Kovacik)

Nonvoting

Richard G. Biermann, Biermann Electric Company, Inc., D. Harold Ware, Libra Electric Company, OK [IM]

IA [IM] (Member Emeritus)
(Member Emeritus)

Mark W. Earley, NFPA Staff Liaison
This list vepresents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on minimizing the risk
of electricity as a source of electric shock and as a potential ignition source of fires and explosions. It shall
also be responsible for text to minimize the propagation of fire and explosions due to electrical installations.
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COMMITTEE PERSONNEL 73-3

Technical Committee on Electrical Systems Maintenance

Merton W. Bunker, Jr., Chair
U.S. Department of State, DC [U]

Stephen L. Dyrnes, Secretary
Dyrnes Engineering Company, OR [SE]
Rep. Institute of Electrical & Electronics Engineers, Inc.

William T. Black, Copper Development Association Inc., Michael L. Savage, Sr., Middle Department Inspection
NY [M] Agency, Inc., MD [E]

Rep. Copper Development Association Inc. D. Keith Schmidt, City of Plano, Texas, TX [E]
L. L. Buie, Jr.,, Pettit & Pettit Consulting Engineers, Inc., John W. Troglia, Edison Electric Institute, WI [U]
AR [SE] Rep. Electric Light & Power Group/EEI
Ed“tard S. 'Cl‘larkey, New City, NY [SE] . Jack Wells, Pass & Seymour/Legrand, NY [M]
David A. Dini, Underw‘fltersv Laboratorles Inc., IL [RT] Rep. National Electrical Manufacturers Association
Rolland Leon Doyer, City ‘?f Aﬂanta, GA [1,2] John A. Worsham, Engineering Design & Testing

Rep. International Association of Electrical Inspectors Corporati AL [SE]

Jorporation,

Joseph N. Fiorello, Sr., New York Board of Fire
Underwriters, NY [E]

Alternates
Alan Manche, Schneider Electric/Square D Company, Roger D. McDaniel, Georgia Power Company, GA [U]
KY [M] (Alt. to J. W. Troglia)
(Alt. to J. Wells)
Nonvoting

Douglas A. Lee, U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission, MD [C]
Andrew M. Trotta, U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission, MD [C]

(Alt. to NV Principal)

Jean A. O’Connor, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on the maintenance of
electrical systems in existing one-family, two-family, and multifamily dwellings. This Committee shall have
primary jurisdiction but shall report to the Association through the Technical Correlating Committee of the
National Electrical Code.
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