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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS
NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA® codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”), of which the document
contained herein is one, are developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American
National Standards Institute. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to
achieve consensus on fire and other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to
promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of
any information or the soundness of any judgments contained in NFPA Documents.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on NFPA Documents. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any
information published herein.

In issuing and making NFPA Documents available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other
services for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person
or entity to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as
appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given
circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of NFPA
Documents. Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with
this document. Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be
attributable to the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.

REMINDER: UPDATING OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be
aware that NFPA Documents may be amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim
Amendments or corrected by Errata. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the current
edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendment and any Errata then in effect.

In order to determine whether an NFPA Document has been amended through the issuance of Tentative
Interim Amendments or corrected by Errata, visit the Document Information Pages on NFPA’s website. The
Document Information Pages provide up-to-date, document specific information including any issued Tentative
Interim Amendments and Errata.

To access the Document Information Page for a specific NFPA Document go to http://www.nfpa.org/document
for a list of NFPA Documents, and click on the appropriate Document number (e.g., NFPA 101). In addition to
posting all existing Tentative Interim Amendments and Errata, the Document Information Page also includes the
option to sign-up for an “Alert” feature to receive an email notification when new updates and other information
are posted regarding the document.
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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA® DOCUMENTS

ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides (“NFPA Documents”) should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be amended from time to time
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An official NFPA Document at any point in time consists of the
current edition of the document together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order
to determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended through the issuance of
Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such
as the National Fire Codes® Subscription Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the
address listed below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Regulations Governing
Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and shall not be
considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights referenced in, related to,
or asserted in connection with an NFPA Document. The users of NFPA Documents bear the sole responsibility for
determining the validity of any such patent rights, as well as the risk of infringement of such rights, and the NFPA
disclaims liability for the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on NFPA Documents.

NFPA adheres to the policy of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) regarding the inclusion of patents in
American National Standards (“the ANSI Patent Policy”), and hereby gives the following notice pursuant to that policy:

NOTICE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that compliance with an NFPA Document may
require use of an invention covered by patent rights. NFPA takes no position as to the validity of any such
patent rights or as to whether such patent rights constitute or include essential patent claims under the ANSI
Patent Policy. If, in connection with the ANSI Patent Policy, a patent holder has filed a statement of willingness
to grant licenses under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants
desiring to obtain such a license, copies of such filed statements can be obtained, on request, from NFPA. For
further information, contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of NFPA Documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. NFPA does
not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, intend to urge action that is not in
compliance with applicable laws, and these documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

NFPA Documents are copyrighted. They are made available for a wide variety of both public and private uses.
These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and use in private self-regulation, standardization, and
the promotion of safe practices and methods. By making these documents available for use and adoption by public
authorities and private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to these documents.

Use of NFPA Documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adoption by reference. The term
“adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and publishing information only. Any deletions, additions,
and changes desired by the adopting authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist
NFPA in following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention:
Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assistance and questions concerning adoption of
NFPA Documents, contact NFPA at the address below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA Documents and all requests for information on NFPA
procedures governing its codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for proposing revisions to
NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention
of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101; email:
stds_admin@nfpa.org

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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Copyright © 2013 National Fire Protection Association®. All Rights Reserved.
NFPA® 790
Standard for
Competency of Third-Party Field Evaluation Bodies

2014 Edition

This edition of NFPA 790, Standard for Competency of Third-Party Field Evaluation Bodies, was
prepared by the Technical Committee on Electrical Equipment Evaluation and released by
the Technical Correlating Committee on National Electrical Code®. It was issued by the
Standards Council on July 5, 2013, with an effective date of July 25, 2013, and supersedes all
previous editions.

This edition of NFPA 790 was approved as an American National Standard on July 25, 2013.

Origin and Development of NFPA 790

The Technical Committee on Electrical Equipment Evaluation was organized in 2008 by
NFPA in recognition of the need for requirements for the qualifications and competency of
third parties performing field evaluations on electrical products and assemblies and to guide
the process for field evaluations.

One means to demonstrate conformance of products to an applicable product safety
standard is through certification. Historically, certification was accomplished through a labo-
ratory investigation of a prototype or initial sample to determine compliance with the stan-
dard, with a system of ongoing follow-up inspections conducted to continue certification. The
result was a “Certification,” “Listing,” “Recognition,” or “Classification” of the product as
defined by various standards, including NFPA 70%, National Electrical Code®. These processes
were formalized in several international standards, including ISO/IEC Guide 65, General
Requirements for Bodies Operating Product Certification Systems, and ISO/IEC Standard 17020,
General Criteria for the Operation of Various Types of Bodies Performing Inspection.

As the marketplace evolved, more and more products needed to be evaluated differently
from the above system because they were already installed at the installation site. Another
condition that did not fit the normal process and required some other process of evaluation
was that some products needed to be evaluated but were not produced in quantities that fit
the traditional certification model economically. The alternative process to meet the needs
for evaluation of unique, modified, or other equipment beyond the manufacturing process
became known as a “field evaluation.” The process used for field evaluations, by the nature of
the work, is a blend of ISO/IEC Guide 65 and ISO/IEC Standard 17020.

In 2008, a task group identified the need to create two documents covering the perfor-
mance of field evaluations of electrical equipment and used the following document as the
basis for development: Recommended Competency Guidelines for Third Party Field Evaluation Bodies,
which was developed by the American Council for Electrical Safety (ACES), a division of the
American Council of Independent Laboratories (ACIL) (first edition, November 17, 2005).

The ACES document provided guidelines regarding the competency of firms that perform
field evaluations. NFPA 790 and its companion document, NFPA 791, Recommended Practice
and Procedures for Unlabeled Electrical Equipment Evaluation, provide their users with the
ability to qualify who can complete field evaluations and how field evaluations specifically for
electrical products are to be completed.

No changes were made to the 2014 edition of NFPA 790 other than updating the reference
of NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®, from the 2011 edition to the 2014 edition.
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\

Full document

Technical Correlating Committee on National Electrical Code®

Michael J. Johnston, Chair
National Electrical Contractors Association, MD [IM]

Mark W. Earley, Nonuvoting Secretary
National Fire Protection Association, MA

Kimberly L. Shea, Recording Secretary
National Fire Protection Association, MA

James E. Brunssen, Telcordia, NJ [UT]

Rep. Alliance for Telecommunications Industry

Solutions
Merton W. Bunker, Jr., U.S. Department of State, VA [U]
William R. Drake, Actuant Electrical, CA [M]

William T. Fiske, Intertek Testing Services, NY [RT]
Palmer L. Hickman, National Joint Apprentice
& Training Committee, MD [L]

Rep. International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
David L. Hittinger, Independent Electrical Contractors of
Greater Cincinnati, OH [IM]

Rep. Independent Electrical Contractors, Inc.

Thomas L. Adams, Engineering Consultant, IL [UT]
(Alt. to N. F. LaBrake, Jr.)

Lawrence S. Ayer, Biz Com Electric, Inc., OH [IM]
(Alt. to D. L. Hittinger)

James T. Dollard, Jr., IBEW Local Union 98, PA [L]
(Alt. to P. L. Hickman)

Stanley J. Folz, Morse Electric Company, NV [IM]
(Alt. to M. J. Johnston)

Ernest J. Gallo, Telcordia Technologies, Inc., NJ [UT]
(Alt. to J. E. Brunssen)

Alan Manche, Schneider Electric, KY [M]
(Alt. to W. R. Drake)

Richard G. Biermann, Biermann Electric Company, Inc.,
1A [IM]

(Member Emeritus)
Timothy J. Pope, Canadian Standards Association,
Canada [SE]

Rep. CSA/Canadian Electrical Code Committee

Mark W. Earley, NFPA Staff Liaison

Daniel J. Kissane, Legrand/Pass & Seymour, NY [M]
Rep. National Electrical Manufacturers Association
John R. Kovacik, UL LLC, IL [RT]
Neil E. LaBrake, Jr.,, National Grid, NY [UT]
Rep. Electric Light & Power Group/EEI
Danny Liggett, The DuPont Company, Inc., TX [U]
Rep. American Chemistry Council
Richard P. Owen, Oakdale, MN [E]
Rep. International Association of Electrical Inspectors

Robert A. McCullough, Tuckerton, NJ [E]
(Alt. to R. P. Owen)

Michael E. McNeil, FMC Bio Polymer, ME [U]
(Alt. to D. Liggett)

Mark C. Ode, UL LLC,AZ [RT]
(Alt. to J. R. Kovacik)

James F. Pierce, Intertek, OR [RT]
(Alt. to W. T. Fiske)

Vincent J. Saporita, Cooper Bussmann, MO [M]
(Alt. to D. J. Kissane)

D. Harold Ware, Libra Electric Company, OK [IM]
(Member Emeritus)

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on minimizing the risk
of electricity as a source of electric shock and as a potential ignition source of fires and explosions. It shall
also be responsible for text to minimize the propagation of fire and explosions due to electrical installations.
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Technical Committee on Electrical Equipment Evaluation

Julian R. Burns, Chair
Quality Power Solutions, Inc., NC [IM]
Rep. Independent Electrical Contractors, Inc.

Nancy W. Chilton, Schneider Electric, NC [M]
Ron B. Chilton, North Carolina Department of
Insurance, NC [E]

Rep. International Association of Electrical Inspectors
Keith D. Gershon, Electrical Safety Institute, CA [SE]
Gordon Gillerman, National Institute of Standards
& Technology, MD [C]

Joseph P. Halferty, Jr., United Inspection Agency, Inc.,
PA [L]

Rep. International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Mark L. Lewandowski, The Procter & Gamble Company,
OH [U]

Rep. American Chemistry Council
Charles F. Mello, UL LLC, WA [RT]

Peter E. Bowers, Satellite Electric Company, Inc.,
MD [IM]
(Alt. to J. R. Burns)
Michael J. Farrell III, Lucas County Building Regulation,
MI [L]
(Alt. to J. P. Halferty, Jr.)
Gary T. Flom, Intertek, GA [RT]
(Alt. to L. E. Todd)

Richard J. Roux, NFPA Staff Liaison

Alternates

Russell J. Nichols, SGS North America Inc., Consumer
Testing Services, NJ [RT]

Shawn Paulsen, CSA Group, Canada [RT]

Kenneth J. Rempe, Siemens Industry Inc., GA [M]

Rep. National Electrical Manufacturers Association
John E. Staires, City of Tulsa, Oklahoma, OK [E]
Andras Szende, TUYV Rheinland of North America, Inc.,
NY [RT]
Lawrence E. Todd, Intertek Testing Services, KY [RT]
Richard S. Trainor, TUV SUD America Inc., MA [RT]
John J. Whipple, Battelle Energy Alliance/Idaho National
Laboratory, ID [U]
Ron Widup, Shermco Industries, TX [IM]

Rep. InterNational Electrical Testing Association

Amy Phelps, National Institute of Standards and
Technology, MD [C]
(Alt. to G. Gillerman)
Christopher G. Walker, Eaton Corporation, PA [M]
(Alt. to K. J. Rempe)

Thas list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This committee shall have primary responsibility for documents covering the perfor-
mance of field evaluations of electrical equipment. This committee shall also have primary responsibility for
documents on the competency of companies and individuals within those companies conducting field evalu-
ations. This committee shall have primary jurisdiction, but shall report to the Association through the
National Electrical Code Technical Correlating Committee.
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NFPA 790
Standard for

Competency of Third-Party Field
Evaluation Bodies

2014 Edition

IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

Areference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document. As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition
of the source documents for extracts in mandatory sections of
the document are given in Chapter 2 and those for extracts in
informational sections are given in Annex D. Extracted text
may be edited for consistency and style and may include the
revision of internal paragraph references and other refer-
ences as appropriate. Requests for interpretations or revisions
of extracted text shall be sent to the technical committee re-
sponsible for the source document.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex D.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope.
1.1.1 Establishing Competence.

1.1.1.1 The provisions of this standard shall address require-
ments for the qualification and competency of a body per-
forming field evaluations on electrical products and assem-
blies with electrical components.

1.1.1.2 These requirements are based on ISO/IEC Guide 65
and ISO/IEC 17020 with adaptation for the unique character-
istics of field evaluations.

1.1.2 Competent FEBs.

1.1.2.1 A field evaluation body (FEB) meeting the require-
ments of this standard shall be considered competent to per-
form field evaluations.

1.1.2.2 These requirements shall apply to both the initial and
continued competency of FEBs.

1.2 Purpose. This standard shall provide the requirements for
the competency of an FEB and for the recognition of an FEB
by an authority having jurisdiction or other recognition body.

1.3 Application. This standard shall be used by FEBs as the
basis to seek recognition by an authority having jurisdiction or
other recognition body in the application of evaluating the
conformance of electrical equipment to the companion docu-
ment.

Full document details: NFPA 790 2014

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this standard and shall be con-
sidered part of the requirements of this document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. (Reserved)
2.3 Other Publications.

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, Merriam-
Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Mandatory Sections.
NFPA 70°, National Electrical Code®, 2014 edition.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter shall
apply to the terms used in this standard. Where terms are not
defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they shall
be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings within
the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th edition, shall be the source for the ordinarily
accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.
3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-

tion.

3.2.2*% Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Labeled. Equipment or materials to which has been
attached a label, symbol, or other identifying mark of an orga-
nization that is acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction
and concerned with product evaluation, that maintains peri-
odic inspection of production of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling the manufacturer indicates com-
pliance with appropriate standards or performance in a
specified manner.

3.2.4* Listed. Equipment, materials, or services included in a
list published by an organization that is acceptable to the au-
thority having jurisdiction and concerned with evaluation of
products or services, that maintains periodic inspection of
production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evalu-
ation of services, and whose listing states that either the equip-
ment, material, or service meets appropriate designated stan-
dards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified
purpose.

3.2.5 Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.

3.2.6 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.2.7 Standard. A document, the main text of which contains
only mandatory provisions using the word “shall” to indicate
requirements and which is in a form generally suitable for
mandatory reference by another standard or code or for adop-
tion into law. Nonmandatory provisions shall be located in an
appendix or annex, footnote, or fine-print note and are not to
be considered a part of the requirements of a standard.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1% Electrical Equipment. Any device, appliance, or ma-
chine that generates, conducts, or utilizes electrical energy.
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