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IMPORTANT NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS CONCERNING NFPA DOCUMENTS

NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY CONCERNING THE USE OF NFPA DOCUMENTS

NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, of which the document contained herein is one, are de-
veloped through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.
This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus on fire and
other safety issues. While the NFPA administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the develop-
ment of consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy of any information or the soundness
of any judgments contained in its codes and standards.

The NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or reliance
on this document. The NFPA also makes no guaranty or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information
published herein.

In issuing and making this document available, the NFPA is not undertaking to render professional or other services
for or on behalf of any person or entity. Nor is the NFPA undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity
to someone else. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

The NFPA has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this document.
Nor does the NFPA list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this document.
Any certification or other statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be attributable to
the NFPA and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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ADDITIONAL NOTICES AND DISCLAIMERS

Updating of NFPA Documents

Users of NFPA codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides should be aware that
these documents may be superseded at any time by the issuance of new editions or may be
amended from time to time through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments. An offi-
cial NFPA document at any point in time consists of the current edition of the document
together with any Tentative Interim Amendments and any Errata then in effect. In order to
determine whether a given document is the current edition and whether it has been amended
through the issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments or corrected through the issuance of
Errata, consult appropriate NFPA publications such as the National Fire Codes® Subscription
Service, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org, or contact the NFPA at the address listed
below.

Interpretations of NFPA Documents

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 6 of the Reg-
ulations Governing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA
or any of its Committees and shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal
Interpretation.

Patents

The NFPA does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights
asserted in connection with any items which are mentioned in or are the subject of NFPA
codes, standards, recommended practices, and guides, and the NFPA disclaims liability for
the infringement of any patent resulting from the use of or reliance on these documents.
Users of these documents are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

NFPA adheres to applicable policies of the American National Standards Institute with
respect to patents. For further information contact the NFPA at the address listed below.

Law and Regulations

Users of these documents should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws and reg-
ulations. NFPA does not, by the publication of its codes, standards, recommended practices,
and guides, intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and these
documents may not be construed as doing so.

Copyrights

This document is copyrighted by the NFPA. It is made available for a wide variety of both
public and private uses. These include both use, by reference, in laws and regulations, and
use in private self-regulation, standardization, and the promotion of safe practices and
methods. By making this document available for use and adoption by public authorities and
private users, the NFPA does not waive any rights in copyright to this document.

Use of NFPA documents for regulatory purposes should be accomplished through adop-
tion by reference. The term “adoption by reference” means the citing of title, edition, and
publishing information only. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting
authority should be noted separately in the adopting instrument. In order to assist NFPA in
following the uses made of its documents, adopting authorities are requested to notify the
NFPA (Attention: Secretary, Standards Council) in writing of such use. For technical assis-
tance and questions concerning adoption of NFPA documents, contact NFPA at the address
below.

For Further Information

All questions or other communications relating to NFPA codes, standards, recommended
practices, and guides and all requests for information on NFPA procedures governing its
codes and standards development process, including information on the procedures for
requesting Formal Interpretations, for proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, and for
proposing revisions to NFPA documents during regular revision cycles, should be sent to
NFPA headquarters, addressed to the attention of the Secretary, Standards Council, NFPA,
1 Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101, Quincy, MA 02269-9101.

For more information about NFPA, visit the NFPA website at www.nfpa.org.
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NFPA 80A

Recommended Practice for

Protection of Buildings from Exterior Fire Exposures

2007 Edition

This edition of NFPA 80A, Recommended Practice for Protection of Buildings from Exterior Fire
Exposures, was prepared by the Technical Committee on Exposure Fire Protection. It was
issued by the Standards Council on July 28, 2006, with an effective date of August 17, 2006,
and supersedes all previous editions.

This edition of NFPA80Awas approved as anAmerican National Standard onAugust 17, 2006.

Origin and Development of NFPA 80A
In 1924, the NFPA Committee on Protection of Openings in Walls and Partitions devel-

oped a Suggested Practice for Protection Against Exposure of Openings in Fire-Resistive Walls to meet
the demand for a method of evaluating the severity of exposure and a uniform practice for
specifying protection. This pamphlet was submitted as a tentative recommended practice and
was adopted by NFPA in 1925.

In 1930, this pamphlet was added to the Standard for the Protection of Openings in Walls and
Partitions Against Fire as an appendix, but it was not published until the 1944 edition of the
National Fire Codes®, Vol. III, except as part of the “NFPA Proceedings.” It also was summarized
in the 9th edition (1941) of the Handbook of Fire Protection.

In 1963, a new NFPA Committee on Exposure Fire Protection was formed and was charged
with the task of updating the 1925 edition of NFPA 80A. The committee submitted a complete
revision of the 1925 text to the Association for tentative adoption in 1967 and a revision of the
tentative text for official adoption in 1970.

In the 1987 edition, there were substantive and editorial changes. In 1993, revisions con-
tinued to examine the effect of fire on an exposed structure and calculative methods to help
ensure a reduction in fire impact due to exposure fires.

In the 1996 edition, some editorial changes were made in addition to changes in the
example in Appendix B.

Revisions for the 2001 edition were mainly editorial to comply with the 2000 edition of the
Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents. Language was added to recognize new
technology such as listed window sprinklers.

Revisions in the 2007 edition include a change to the definition for noncombustible material,
which accomplishes two objectives. First, it removes technical requirements from the defini-
tion in accordance with the Manual of Style for NFPA Technical Committee Documents, and second,
it allows the technical committee responsible for NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building
Construction, which owns the definition, to make changes to the technical criteria, if and when
they deem appropriate, without having to “cascade” changes across other documents.

Other changes were made to clarify the committee’s intent in a number of sections.

80A–1
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Technical Committee on Exposure Fire Protection

Edward J. Kaminski, Chair
Schirmer Engineering Corporation, NV [I]

Peter J. Barbadoro, FireSmart Building Technology,
Inc., MA [IM]
Jesse J. Beitel, Hughes Associates, Inc., MD [SE]
Kenneth E. Bland, American Forest & Paper Association,
DC [M]
David R. Blossom, ASIC/One Beacon Insurance, FL [I]
Russell P. Fleming, National Fire Sprinkler Association,
NY [M]
Eric J. Hall, City of Des Peres, MO [E]
Gene L. Hortz, Rohm and Haas Company, PA [M]
Kevin D. Maughan, Tyco Fire & Building Products, RI [M]
Joseph J. Messersmith, Jr., Portland Cement Association,
VA [M]

J. Scott Mitchell, American Fire Sprinkler Association,
TX [IM]
Igor Oleszkiewicz, National Research Council of
Canada, Canada [RT]
Donald Lee Parsley, Parsley Consulting Engineers,
CA [SE]
James W. Quinnette, Nuclear Service Organization, DE [I]
Robert J. Richter, Construction Domain Consultant,
VA [SE]
Stephen K. Woltz, State Fire Marshall’s Office, State of
Ohio, OH [E]

Alternates

Mark E. Fessenden, Tyco Fire & Building Products,
RI [M]

(Alt. to K. D. Maughan)
Andrew Kim, National Research Council of Canada,
Canada [RT]

(Alt. to I. Oleszkiewicz)

Stephen V. Skalko, Portland Cement Association,
GA [M]

(Alt. to J. J. Messersmith, Jr.)
E. Hayden Smith, Nuclear Service Organization, DE [I]

(Alt. to J. W. Quinnette)

Allan Fraser, NFPA Staff Liaison

This list represents the membership at the time the Committee was balloted on the final text of this edition. Since that time,
changes in the membership may have occurred. A key to classifications is found at the back of the document.

NOTE: Membership on a committee shall not in and of itself constitute an endorsement of the Association or
any document developed by the committee on which the member serves.

Committee Scope: This Committee shall have primary responsibility for documents on protection of build-
ings from fire exposure, excluding installation details for outside sprinklers, which are handled by the
Technical Committee on Automatic Sprinklers.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: This NFPA document is made available for
use subject to important notices and legal disclaimers. These notices
and disclaimers appear in all publications containing this document
and may be found under the heading “Important Notices and Dis-
claimers Concerning NFPA Documents.” They can also be obtained
on request from NFPA or viewed at www.nfpa.org/disclaimers.

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter
designating a paragraph indicates that explanatory material
on the paragraph can be found in Annex A.

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph
indicates material that has been extracted from another NFPA
document.As an aid to the user, the complete title and edition of
the source documents for extracts in the recommendations sec-
tions of this document are given in Chapter 2 and those for ex-
tracts in the informational sections are given in Annex C. Edito-
rial changes to extracted material consist of revising references to
an appropriate division in this document or the inclusion of the
document number with the division number when the reference
is to the original document. Requests for interpretations or revi-
sions of extracted text should be sent to the technical committee
responsible for the source document.

Changes other than editorial are indicated by a vertical
rule beside the paragraph, table, or figure in which the
change occurred. These rules are included as an aid to the
user in identifying changes from the previous edition. Where
one or more complete paragraphs have been deleted, the de-
letion is indicated by a bullet (•) between the paragraphs that
remain.

Information on referenced publications can be found in
Chapter 2 and Annex C.

Chapter 1 Administration

1.1 Scope. This recommended practice addresses separation
distances between buildings to limit exterior fire spread based
on exterior openings and other construction features.

1.2 Purpose. These recommendations are intended to provide
a reasonable level of protection for combustibles within and on
the exterior of a building exposed to an external building fire
while effective fire-fighting activity is being contemplated.

1.3 Application. The hazards of exposure to a structure from
adjacent exposing fires and the multiple conditions under
which such exposure can occur make it impossible to develop
a table, formula, or set of rules that adequately covers all con-
ditions. The user of this recommended practice should be-
come familiar with the general theory of radiation exposure
hazard as outlined in A.3.3.2, Exposure Severity.

1.4 Units and Formulas. Metric units of measurement in this
recommended practice are in accordance with the modern-
ized metric system known as the International System of Units
(SI). The liter unit, which is outside of but recognized by SI, is

commonly used in fire protection and is therefore used in this
recommended practice. In this document, values for measure-
ments are expressed in SI units followed by an equivalent En-
glish unit. The first stated value should be regarded as the
recommendation because the given equivalent value might be
approximate.

Chapter 2 Referenced Publications

2.1 General. The documents or portions thereof listed in this
chapter are referenced within this recommended practice and
should be considered part of the recommendations of this
document.

2.2 NFPA Publications. National Fire Protection Association,
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 2007
edition.

NFPA 80, Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening Protectives,
2007 edition.

NFPA 255, Standard Method of Test of Surface Burning Charac-
teristics of Building Materials, 2006 edition.

2.3 Other Publications. Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary,
11th edition, Merriam-Webster, Inc., Springfield, MA, 2003.

2.4 References for Extracts in Recommendations Sections.

NFPA 220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, 2006
edition.

Chapter 3 Definitions

3.1 General. The definitions contained in this chapter apply
to the terms used in this recommended practice. Where terms
are not defined in this chapter or within another chapter, they
should be defined using their ordinarily accepted meanings
within the context in which they are used. Merriam-Webster’s
Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, is the source for the ordi-
narily accepted meaning.

3.2 NFPA Official Definitions.

3.2.1* Approved. Acceptable to the authority having jurisdic-
tion.

3.2.2* Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). An organization,
office, or individual responsible for enforcing the require-
ments of a code or standard, or for approving equipment,
materials, an installation, or a procedure.

3.2.3 Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is
advised but not required.

3.3 General Definitions.

3.3.1 Exposure. The heat effect from an external fire that
might cause ignition of, or damage to, an exposed building or
its contents.

3.3.2* Exposure Severity. The intensity of an exposing fire.

3.3.3 Noncombustible Material. A substance that will not ig-
nite and burn when subjected to fire. [220, 2006]

3.3.4* Pilot Ignition. The ignition of a material by radiation
where a local high-temperature igniting source is located in the
stream of gases and volatiles issuing from the exposed material.
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